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Abstract 

The study investigated impact of child labour on pupils’ academic performance 

in Tafa Local Government Area of Niger State. The research design employed 

for this study was descriptive survey research design. The sample consisted of 

220 respondents - 120 parents and 100 teachers. The sample was selected 

through simple random sampling technique.  A research instrument titled- 

Impact of Child Labour on Pupils’ Academic Performance Questionnaire 

(ICLPAPQ) was used to elicit information from the respondents. The instrument 

was categorised into two. The first section contained bio-data information of 

the respondents while the second section comprised of questions concerning 

child labour. The instrument was validated by two experts in the Faculty of 

Education, Veritas University, Abuja. Test retest was used for the reliability of 

the instrument. 0.75 correlation coefficient was gotten which was high enough 

for the reliability of the instrument. The collected data were analysed using 

mean to answer the research questions while t-test was to test the research 

hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance. The findings revealed that coming late 

to school, depriving children their rights to education and poor performance in 

test as well as examination were the impact of child labour on pupils’ academic 

performance. It was therefore recommended that since more than sixty percent 

of primary schools are completely owned and controlled by government in Tafa 

L.G.A, the government has a major role to play. This role is achieved by training 
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qualified counselors who will be sent to such schools to help parents, teachers 

and the pupils address the problem of child labour adequately. 

 

Keywords: COVID-19, Child Labour, pandemic, Nigeria Society, Economic 

gain, Tafa Local Government Area. 

 

Introduction 

In Nigeria Child Labour assumes different dimensions and is increasingly 

becoming a serious problem. “The International Labour Organization (ILO) 

defines Child Labour as work that is mentally, physically, socially or morally 

dangerous and harmful to children; and interferes with their schooling by: 

depriving them of the opportunity to attend school, obliging them to leave 

school prematurely; or requiring them to attempt to combine school attendance 

with excessively long and heavy work.” The problem of child labour in the 

Nigerian society is a long-standing one that may be as old as the country itself. 

It is an established fact that child labour impacts very negatively on the 

education of children. In Nigeria, child labour is driven by social, demographic 

and economic factors such as poverty and loss of employment of parents, rural-

urban migration, large family size and cultural norms such as polygamy. Other 

drivers include distribution of schools, poor accessibility, and high cost of 

tuition. More recently, conflicts and terrorism have caused internal 

displacements of people and damage to school facilities, pushing more children 

in to child labour. Moreover, the mass killings of communities by armed bandits 

in northern Nigeria have contributed to creating more orphans and potential 

victims of child labour (N. O. Enebe, J. T. Enebe & C. O. Mbachu, 2021). 

Another recently worst factor that is driving school children in to child labour 

is the Covid-19 pandemic. As the Pandemic wreaks havoc on family businesses, 

jobs and incomes, without any support from anywhere, children school tuition 

stands the risk of not being paid by many parents whereby children resorting to 

child labour. The director General of International Labour organization in 

Nigeria observed this in his 2020 World Day against Child Labour report when 

he stated that the Covid-19 can lead to rise in child labour after twenty years of 

progress made to minimize child labour in Nigeria.  The 2000/2001 National 

Modular Child Labour Survey report by international Labour organization 

(ILO) and Statistical Information and Monitoring Programme on child Labour 
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(SIMPOC) in Nigeria noted that the last three decades have been significant for 

the child labour problem in Nigeria. The report stated that on one hand, from 

the 1970s child labour problem in Nigeria became intensified as accessed by 

approximate indicators including reduction in ages of working children as well 

as reported cases of maltreatment of child labourers. The issue of child labour 

and other forms of child abuse have remained a subject of concern to the world. 

As a result of child Labour, efforts   and attempts have been made by 

governmental and non-government bodies at the national and international 

levels in formulation of policies, strategies and laws designed to curb child 

labour. 

Example of these policies, strategies and laws designed to curb child labour 

includes the adoption of the United Nation Convention on the rights of the child 

by the General Assembly on the 20th November 1989. In the same vein, the 

Organization of African Unity (OAU) adopted charter in 1990, on the rights and 

welfare of the African child, viewing from the African perspectives the rights 

and welfare of children taking into cognizance their socio-cultural peculiarities. 

The African Network for the prevention and Protection against child abuse and 

neglect (ANPPCAN) child rights monitoring center Kaduna is another example 

of a non-government organization that monitors issues concerning child labour. 

It was the aim of boosting the morale of policies on child labour (especially the 

charter adopted welfare of the African child) that the 1990’s, were declared a 

decade of the African child. In that declaration the 16th of June every year was 

declared as the day of the African child. In the same view the national modular 

child labour survey Nigeria 2000/2001 notes that the ratification and signing of 

the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the child (UNCRC) in 1991, 

represented the climax in governments positive stance to combat child labour 

in view of the fact that one of its articles targeted the elimination of the 

phenomenon. Article thirty- two (32) of the ratified and signed conventions 

enjoins state parties to recognize the right of the child to be protected from 

economic exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be 

hazardous or interfere with the child’s education or be harmful to the child’s 

health, physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development. Recently, 2020 

precisely, the Nigerian Government hired over 400 new labour inspectors and 

enacted the National Social Behavioral Change Communication Strategy for 

Elimination of Child Labour in Nigeria (2020-2023)  
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However, it is so sad and disheartening to see that decades after the declaration 

on the rights of the child with all the efforts that government is making, child 

labour and many other forms of child abuse have steadily remained on the 

increase. In Nigeria, on a daily basis children are being subjected to the worst 

forms of child labour. The Bureau of International Labour Affairs in Nigeria 

2020 report identified some worst forms of child labour in Nigeria including in 

quarrying granite, artisanal mining, commercial sexual exploitation, and use of 

the child in armed conflict. The report also observed with utter dismay the fact 

that the child’s Right Act has been adopted by only 25 states out of Nigeria’s 

36 states, leaving the remaining 11 states in Northern Nigeria with legal statutes 

that do not meet international standards for the prohibition of child trafficking, 

commercial sex exploitation, and illicit activities.  Other worst forms of child 

labour in operation in Tafa Local Government Area of Niger State include 

Motor mechanic, Carpentry, iron bending,  and iron welding apprenticeships, 

streets and under bridges hawking, High way farm produce sells etc .The 

problem could be said to have assumed a dangerous dimension in Niger State 

as recently, we hear every day children are being conscripted as child soldiers 

in herdsmen and Insurgents controlled areas or child laborers in agricultural 

farms amidst the covid-19 pandemic in places like Tafa Local Govt Area. 

Also, the National Modular Child Labour Survey of Nigeria 2000/2001 notes 

that the major drawback in the prospects of implementing policies and enforcing 

laws previously summarized was the unavailability of statistics on child labour 

at national, zonal or even state levels not to talk of local government areas or 

district areas councils. The 2000/2001 survey also observed that from the early 

1980s, some scientific studies of child labour were conducted. However, these 

studies were small scale and were either confined to particular towns or 

restricted to specific groups of working children in certain Nigerian cities. The 

end result of this has been a silent increase in child labour activities in those 

sections of the Nigerian society where adequate study, investigations and 

enlightenment on child labour and other forms of child abuse have not been 

carried out. As a result, many children in Tafa LGA combine work and school 

together, and these children are engaged in works that are hazardous to their 

health, pre-mature adoption of adult roles on part of children working for long 

hours for very low wages, which normally damage their intellectual, physical, 

psychosocial, health, and worst of all denial of the opportunities for their 
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education, recreation, proper development and their future.  Children who are 

exposed to child labour run the risk of getting themselves involved in delinquent 

activities such as theft, drug abuse and drug trafficking, and prostitution thereby 

resulting in a dis-taste for academic pursuit, which also as a result lead to 

destruction of a nation’s potentials. Oloko (2003) speaking on the devastating 

effects of Child labour on the child also stated that child labour exposes children 

to physical, cognitive and emotional development problems in which the child 

needs to be protected against. It is in the light of this that the issue of child 

labour in Tafa LGA becomes more disturbing bearing in mind the consequences 

of child labour on Primary School Pupils. 

The research intends to bring to limelight the various forms of child labour 

being practiced in Tafa Local Government Area of Niger State, the reasons of 

such practices, those involved in such practices, its current status, devastating 

impact on child education and implication for Guidance Counsellors. 

 

Forms, Causes and those responsible of Child Labour in Tafa LGA  

Visible working children in Tafa Local Government Area include shop keeping 

and trading children, Motor mechanic, Carpentry, iron bending, and iron 

welding, shoemakers, vulcanisers, barbers, hair dressers apprenticeships, streets 

and under bridges hawking, High way farm produce sells, Okada riding, house 

servants, young factory workers, young street beggars, bonded labour in rural 

villages etc. (Oloke 2003) The causes of child labour in Tafa Local Government 

Area are no so different from most of the causes identified in most other parts 

of the world. They include Poverty, Education status of Parents, 

Unemployment, Culture and Tradition, family disintegration, greed and 

illiteracy, family size. Those mainly involved in engaging school children in 

child labour in Tafa LGA are the Parents/ Guardians and School Teachers 

 

Physical Developmental Impact of Child Labour 

According to the International Labour Organization (ILO 2001) publication, the 

physical and health consequences of child labour include stunting, breathing 

problems owing to exposure to toxic substances, accident proneness, 

contamination of cuts and festering wounds. Oloko (2003) stated that the most 

common physical effect of child labour is accident. According to her, the extent 

to which children were exposed to accident was assessed in one of her study 
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surveys. In it, four categories of the working children involved were found to 

be particularly prone to accident. 

i. Children who worked regularly and worked throughout the day  

ii. Children who combined several work activities especially when these 

activities constitute high risks. e.g., scavenging and head loading 

iii. Children who worked in multiple settings including bus stops and 

highways 

iv. Children who worked at dusk or at down when visibility is low (p27) 

 

She further observed that the most common accident reported by these children 

were grave falls, collusion with cyclists and sometimes motor cyclists. Other 

physical effects risks run by street trading children include contamination of cut 

and sores due to the fact that 70 percent of street trading children were found to 

walk barefooted. The finding is important in view of the fact that 55 percent of 

the children were observed or interviewed in refuse-dump areas. About 45 

percent of street workers were exposed to sharp objects in their environment of 

work while about 35 percent of them were exposed to high tension cable wires.      

Also, Oloko (2003) observed that apart from accidents, apprentices ran risk 

associated with work intrinsic- factors. For example, she observed that even 

though iron and other metal workers were found to be seemingly happy making 

music with their work implements to ameliorate their tiredness, a closer look at 

them revealed that heat and chemical flames produced toxic effect on their eyes 

changing them to a dull yellow colour. The reported high incidence of headache 

and fever among tested children was attributed to the nature of their work which 

often entailed long, tedious hours under not very comfortable working 

conditions. Most of the children worked in places which lacked adequate shelter 

or protection from sunshine or rainfall. It is also observed that the health-

seeking behavior of working children indicated that they confronted risk as well 

during treatment in view of the fact that only half of all working children 

reported visiting hospitals and clinics while the other half resorted to self and 

home treatments as well as visit to faith healers (p28) 

 

Emotional Developmental Impact of Child Labour 

The emotional development impact of child labour is enormous. One of the 

major psychological impacts is low self-esteem. This is because the work 
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carried out by children are always jobs at the bottom of employment line and 

thus has a negative self-image. Concerning the emotional developmental effects 

of child labour on a child, Oloko (2003), noted that one of the aspects of work 

which children did not like, was being called awful names by the public. To 

give example, she stated that in recent times, head loaders are called “basket” 

in market because they carry loads in baskets. Those who call them are unaware 

of the emotional harm they inflict on such children. Interviews conducted on 

head loaders indicated that they felt humiliated by the name and wished they 

were called differently. Among vendors who worked with or for their parents’ 

work seemed to facilitate the attachment of the children to their families, 

whereas with respect to domestic workers, work tended to separate them 

emotionally from their families. Among the domestic workers, the percentage 

of children preferring to be born in to their present families ranged from 2.8 

percent in Kaduna, 13.5 percent in Oshogbo, 27.6 percent in Bauchi. The 

majority of domestic workers prefer to be born into rich and educated families. 

Also, Donnelly (1997) observed that children who have been physically abused 

present themselves with a multitude of emotional or psychiatric disturbances 

namely: anxiety, aggressive behavior, paranoid ideation, depression, post 

traumatic street disorder, suicidal risks increase, poor self-esteem, substance 

abuse and addiction (Alcohol, Drugs etc.), and violent behavior etc. 

 

Cognitive Developmental Impact of Child Labour 

The International Labour Rights Forum (Sept 2011) observed that even 

adolescents who work are impacted negatively not to talk of teenagers. 

According to the report, teenagers who work for more than 20 hours a week are 

at a higher risk of developing problematic social behaviour like drug abuse and 

aggression. The risk also impacts their educational development as they are 

more likely to perform poorly in school and drop out of the little education, they 

are privy to. Oloko (2003) observed that it was consistently found that work 

hindered various aspects of schooling. Her findings showed that among 

venders, depending upon the form in which the observation was made, 26.2 

percent to 9.8 percent never attended school. Among apprentices, the 

percentage of children who had never attended school was low except in one 

town-Bauchi-in which these constituted 2.4 percent. … The quality of education 

of those who attended was poor. Unlike street vending and certain types of crafts 
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works which were time-compatible with schooling, domestic work tended 

either to preclude or stop the schooling of children. This manifested poor 

scholastic achievement, reason is that one out of three of them admitted they 

had repeated at least a class. And also, the drop-out rate of children workers 

compared to those of their non-working counterparts was found to be high. 

Approximately, 11.5 percent to 15 percent of children drop out of school from 

the first three and last two years of primary and secondary education. 

To further proof the devastating effect of child labour on the cognitive 

development of the child, Oloko (2003) cited a study survey in which it was 

observed that non-working children consistently and significantly out achieved 

their working counterparts in result of centralize and teacher made examinations 

in English, Arithmetic and General Knowledge. As a matter of fact, judging 

from the level of statistical significance obtained from the three previously 

mentioned subjects, non-working children outperformed their working 

counterparts. In the three subject areas, younger children and boys out-achieved 

their counterparts; namely older boys and girls, for reason associated with 

greater physical and emotional involvement of girls and old children with work. 

It is important to note here that the children that are involved in various forms 

of labour as identified in this study in Tafa LGA, suffer the same consequence 

and the same negative effects identified in the given study above. Every child 

that is abused in whichever way, suffers the similar effects. Hence, we have 

serious cases of drop out children from many schools, some addicted to drugs, 

alcohol and other substances and this destroys the future of such children and 

the entire society at large. 

The study therefore intends to answer the following research questions: - 

1. What are the forms of child labour in Tafa Local Government Area of 

Niger State? 

2. What is the impact of child labour on pupils’ academic performance in 

Tafa Local Government Area of Niger State? 

 

The objectives of the study include: 

1. To find out the forms of child labour in Tafa Local Government Area of 

Niger State. 

2. To find out impact of child labour on pupils’ academic performance the 

children in Tafa Local Government Area of Niger State. 
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There are two null hypotheses for this study work: 

1. There is no significant difference in respondents’ perception between the 

academic performance of children who engaged in labour and those who 

did not. 

2. There is no significant difference in respondents’ perception between the 

academic performance of girls who engaged in labour and boys who did 

not. 

 

Methodology 

The research design employed for this study was descriptive survey research 

design. The sample consisted of 220 respondents- 120 parents and 100 teachers. 

The sample was selected through simple random sampling technique.  A 

research instrument titled- Impact of Child Labour on Pupils’ Academic 

Performance Questionnaire (ICLPAPQ) was used to elicit information from the 

respondents. The instrument was categorised into two. The first section 

contained bio-data information of the respondents while the second section 

comprised of questions concerning child labour. The instrument was validated 

by two experts in the Faculty of Education, Veritas University, Abuja. Test 

retest was used for the reliability of the instrument. 0.75 correlation coefficient 

was gotten which was high enough for the reliability of the instrument. The 

collected data were analysed using mean to answer the research questions while 

t-test was to test the research hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance.  

 

Results 

Research Questions 

The two questions earlier raised in the study were answered descriptively: 

Research Question 1: What are the forms of child labour in Tafa Local 

Government Area of Niger State?  

 

Table 1: Mean analysis showing forms of child labour in Tafa Local 

Government Area of Niger State 

S/N Item Level of Agreement Mean Decision 

SA A D SD 

1 Hawking during school hours on the 

streets and highways 

67 58 52 43 2.67 Agreed 
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2 Forced street begging 71 62 45 42 2.74 Agreed 

3 Debt bondage 32 44 68 76 2.15 Disagreed 

4 Herding livestock 69 70 39 42 2.75 Agreed 

5 Coercion into armed groups 63 58 47 52 2.60 Agreed 

6 Okada riding 61 65 51  43 2.65 Agreed 

7 House servants 56 70 52 42 2.64 Agreed 

8 Coercion into prostitution 56 65 46 53 2.56 Agreed 

9 Coercion into mining 62 66 54 38 2.69 Agreed 

10 Coercion into quarrying granite 60 65 48 47 2.63 Agreed 

 Sectional Mean 2.61 Agreed 

Scale Mean 2.50; n=220 

 

Note: SA: Strongly Agree, A: Agree, D: Disagree; SD: Strongly Disagree 

From Table 1, it could be observed that the mean values of 2.67, 2.74, 2.75, 

2.60, 2.65, 2.64, 2.56, 2.69 and 2.63 respectively were in agreement with items 

1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 while the mean value of 2.15 was in disagreement 

with item 3. The sectional mean of 2.61 indicated that some of the respondents 

agreed that hawking during school hours on the streets and highways, forced 

street begging, herding livestock, coercion into armed groups, Okada riding, 

house servants, coercion into prostitution, mining and quarrying granite were 

the forms of child labour practiced in the local government while the remaining 

respondents disagreed with debt bondage as a form of child labour. 

 

Research Question 2: What is the impact of child labour on pupils’ academic 

performance in Tafa Local Government Area of Niger State?  

 

Table 2: Mean analysis showing impact of child labour on pupils’ 

academic performance in Tafa Local Government Area of Niger State 

S/N Item Level of 

Agreement 

Mean Decision 

SA A D SD 

11 Coming late to school 65  69 46 40 2.72 Agreed 

12 Depriving children of their 

rights to education 

71 58 53 38 2.74 Agreed 

13 Dropping out of school 54 67 49 50 2.57 Agreed 
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14 Poor performance in test as 

well as examination 

56 66 56 42 2.62 Agreed 

15 It leads to excessive 

fatigue among pupils 

67 68 45 40 2.74 Agreed 

16 Participating in the work 

that result in excessive 

physical, social and 

psychological strains on 

the child 

72 53 45 50  2.67 Agreed 

17 Starting full-time work at 

early stage of life 

56 68 56 40 2.64 Agreed 

18 It may lead to death 61 72 52 35 2.72 Agreed 

19 It increases the crime rate 64 65  43 48 2.66 Agreed 

20 It is prone to accident  67 63 51 39 2.72 Agreed 

 Sectional Mean 2.68 Agreed 

Scale Mean 2.50; n=220 

Note: SA: Strongly Agree, A: Agree, D: Disagree; SD: Strongly Disagree 

 

From Table 2, it could be observed that the mean values of 2.72, 2.74, 2.57, 

2.62, 2.74, 2.67, 2.64, 2.72, 2.66 and 2.72 respectively were in agreement with 

items 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 respectively. The sectional mean 

of 2.68 indicated that all the respondents agreed that coming late to school, 

depriving children of their rights to education, dropping out of school, poor 

performance in test as well as examination, excessive fatigue among pupils, 

participating in the work that result in excessive physical, social and 

psychological strains on the child, starting full-time work at early stage of life, 

leading to death, increase in crime rate and being prone to accident were the 

impact of child labour on pupils’ academic performance. 

  

Hypotheses Testing 

The two null hypotheses earlier formulated were tested at 0.05 level of 

significance. 

H01: There is no significant difference in respondents’ perception between the 

academic performance of children who engaged in labour and those who did 

not. 
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Table 3: t-test analysis showing difference in respondents’ perception 

between the academic performance of children who engaged in labour and 

those who did not 

Variables N Mean Std. 

deviation 

Df t-cal t-tab Sig 

(P-

cal) 

Remarks 

Children 

who 

engaged in 

labour 

 

 

 

Children 

who did 

not 

engage in 

labour 

220 

 

 

 

 

220 

8.24 

 

 

 

 

6.47 

1.321 

 

 

 

 

1.221 

 

 

 

438 

 

 

 

3.176 

 

 

 

1.648 

 

 

 

0.000 

 

 

 

Reject Ho1 

Significant at df=438; P≤0.05, t-cal > t-tab  

 

Table 3 showed t-test analysis of difference in respondents’ perception between 

the academic performance of children who engaged in labour and those who 

did not. The t-cal value of 3.176 was found to be greater than the t-tab value of 

1.648 given 438 degrees of freedom at 0.05 level of significance. The t-cal value 

was significant since it was greater than t-tab value, the null hypothesis was 

rejected. It implied that there was a significant difference in respondents’ 

perception between the academic performance of children who engaged in 

labour and those who did not. 

 

H02: There is no significant difference in respondents’ perception between the 

academic performance of girls who engaged in labour and boys who did not. 

Table 4: t-test analysis showing difference in respondents’ perception 

between the academic performance of girls who engaged in labour and 

boys who did not 
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Variables N Mean Std. 

deviation 

Df t-cal t-tab Sig 

(P-

cal) 

Remarks 

Girls 

 

Boys 

220 

 

220 

8.24 

 

7.47 

1.421 

 

1.321 

 

438 

 

4.278 

 

1.648 

 

0.000 

 

Reject Ho2 

Significant at df=438; P≤0.05, t-cal > t-tab  

 

Table 4 showed t-test analysis of difference in respondents’ perception between 

the academic performance of girls who engaged in labour and boys who did 

not. The t-cal value of 4.278 was found to be greater than the t-tab value of 1.648 

given 438 degrees of freedom at 0.05 level of significance. The t-cal value was 

significant since it was greater than t-tab value, the null hypothesis was rejected. 

It implied that there was a significant difference in respondents’ perception 

between the academic performance of girls who engaged in labour and boys 

who did not. 

 

Conclusion 

This study had shown that child labour had a significant impact on pupils’ 

academic performance. The researchers, therefore, concluded that child labour 

deprived children access as well as right to education.  

 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are made: 

1. Trained Guidance Counsellors should be employed in all schools in Tafa 

Local Government. 

2. Since more than sixty percent of primary schools are completely owned 

and controlled by government in Tafa L.G.A, the government has a 

major role to play. This role is achieved by training qualified counselors 

who will be sent to such schools to help parents, teachers and the pupils 

address the problem of child labour adequately. 

3. There is need for government and non-governmental organizations to 

organize seminars, and workshops regularly for teachers, parents and 

pupils on child labour and its effects. 
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4. Child labour should be discussed at P.T.A meetings so that student, 

teachers as well as parents become more aware of the adverse effects it 

has on children and the society at large. 

5. Non-government bodies should be supported by the government 

financially and in every other way possible in their struggle to put an end 

to problem of child labour 

6. A recognized authority should be put in place by the government through 

the Ministries of Education from federal to local government levels to 

handle adequately this child labour issue and to punish parents or 

teachers involved in it for whatever reasons. 
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