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Abstract 

Art manufacturing and sales business is a good source of income, provides job 

opportunities and alleviates poverty in Nigeria, however, the outbreak of Covid 

19 infection and all measures taken by State and Federal governments of 

Nigeria to curtail its spread bring hardship and devastating effect on economic 

sector of the country. Therefore, this paper investigated pandemic effect of 

Covid 19 on Artwork manufacturing and sales business in Ibadan metropolis, 

Southwest Nigeria. Descriptive survey research design was adopted for this 

study using sample of Twenty (20) artwork workers each from the five Local 

governments (Ibadan North, Ibadan North East, Ibadan North West, Ibadan 

South East and Ibadan South West) in Ibadan metropolis. A structured 

questionnaire was designed to collect data on profile and response of 100 Art 

workers using Four-point Likert-scale of Strongly Agree (4), Agree (3), 

Disagree (2) and Strongly Disagree (1) was used for computation on various 

constraints and sustainability of the business of growing tomato. The response 

with means 2.5 and above was regarded as Agree while mean less than 2.5 and 

Disagree. The data collected for the study were analyzed using mean and grand 

mean to answer the research questions. The result showed that artwork business 

was dominated by textiles, tying and dyeing (42.0%), spending between 6-10 

years in the business (66.0%), operating a small scale business of less than 

#50,000 as capital investment (72.0%). It was also revealed that majority of Art 

workers experienced low patronage (3.3), difficulty in getting credit facilities 

(2.65) and unable to continue with the business (2.65). Therefore, it is 
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recommended that government should more provide palliatives and capitals for 

the art workers to re-invest into the business.  

 

Keywords: Art workers, Ibadan metropolis, Covid 19 pandemic, Governments 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Art is a systematic application of knowledge and skill affecting a desired result 

and an application of skill so acquired and taste developed in production 

according to aesthetic principles (Aniakor, 2001) Artist is an inventor, a product 

designer and a producer of novel ideas in theory and practice. Artists’ creativity 

is adequately exploited using their products in a fashionable way to the public 

sense of beauty. Art is an important aspect of culture, social, political and other 

aspects of society (Aniakor, 2001). Artists are broadly divided into various 

fields of specialization which ranges from professional artists running art 

gallery and studio by creating sculptural works, drawing and painting, illustrator 

artists creating graphics and cartoons, industrial designers, project designers, 

animators, packaging designers, costume and fashion designers to painting 

artists. 

Among the services rendered by Artworks manufacturing and sales business 

men and women include: promotion of arts and culture, creation of gallery and 

shop for exhibition, sales of community arts and crafts, facilitation of training 

and development of indigenous arts industry (Ajibade & Elemi, 2012). Art is a 

lucrative business, the beauty in the design being made by artists appeals to the 

sight, captivating and generate huge income. Arts and culture have been a good 

source of foreign exchange, employment generation, income distribution, 

catalyst for sustainable rural development and poverty alleviation (NPC, 2007).    

Coronovirus (Covid 19) was described as a pandemic by World Health 

Organization (WHO). It is a respiratory disease which was first identified 

during an investigation into an outbreak in Wuhain in China (CDC, 2020a). Its 

symptoms include fever, dry cough, shortness of breath, muscle aches, 

headache, sore throat, diarrhea, running nose and tiredness (CDC, 2020b). 

Africa was not left out of the impact of Coivd 19, there has been a rapid increase 

in the number of cases on the continent with over 60.000 confirmed cases 

causing major challenges (Burke, 2020), where over 4,399 confirmed cases 

were reported in Nigeria (Rahman & Shaban, 2020). 
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In order to prevent the spread of this infection, various measures were put in 

place by the Nigeria government which include implementation of lockdown 

which restricts movement of people and economic activities, closing of borders 

and non essential businesses, shut down of offices, schools, market places, 

industrial sectors and religious worship centers (Jin et al., 2019; Campbell, 

2020). Significant impact of these preventive measures taken by Nigerian 

government on the economy cannot be overemphasized.  

The followings are the consequences of 8-week period of lockdown and other 

measures taken by Nigeria government: loss in national and global trade 

(Chinazzi et al., 2020), increase rate of joblessness due to lack of productivity, 

short fall in Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by 23% during lockdown, fall in 

household incomes, increase in national poverty by 9%, reduced foreign 

remittances, sharp drop in oil prices (IMF, 2020). It is very obvious that this 

hardship created by this pandemic is capable of causing fatalities and severities 

among business men and women in Nigeria. In view of this, investigation was 

conducted among Art manufacturing and sales business men and women in 

Ibadan metropolis in Southwestern Nigeria. Therefore, objectives of this study 

are to: 

1. Investigate the demographic characteristics of business men and women 

involved in arts manufacturing and sales in Ibadan metropolis. 

2. Investigate effect of covid 19 during and after the pandemic on 

manufacturing and sales of arts in Ibadan metropolis. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Descriptive survey research design was adopted for this study. The design is 

appropriate because the study purposefully sought the responses of men and 

women in art-work manufacturing and sales business in Ibadan metropolis. The 

research population was all the art-work small scale business men and women 

in Ibadan metropolis. Due to the limited resources,  twenty (20) art-work small 

scale business men and women which are involved in manufacturing and sales 

of  basketry, pottery, textiles, ceramics, sculptor, bead and calabash making 

from Ibadan North, Ibadan North-East, Ibadan North-West, Ibadan South-East 

and Ibadan South-West to make a total of one hundred (100) respondents.   

A structured questionnaire was designed. The questionnaire had two sections A 

and B. Section A was used to seek information on the bio data of the 
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respondents, while section B probed to the reactions, feelings and responses of 

the 100 respondents on effect of covid 19 pandemic on their businesses. The 

question items in section B were structured on a four-point Likert-scale of 

Strongly Agree (4), Agree (3), Disagree (2) and Strongly Disagree (1). To 

establish the reliability of the instrument, the responses were subjected to 

Combach Alpha Statistics to determine the consistency of the instrument which 

gave 0.8 as reliability coefficient.   

For decision to be made, the mean of the scaling point was computed as  

 

   4 +3 + 2 + 1      = 2.5 

        4 

 

Therefore, the response with means 2.5 and above was regarded as Agree while 

mean less than 2.5 as Disagree.  

 

Data Analysis 

The data collected for the study were analyzed using mean and grand mean to 

answer the research questions. 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Research Question 1: What are the demographic characteristics of Art-

work business men and women in Ibadan Metropolis?  

The Art business work in Ibadan metropolis was shown to be dominated by 

male (66.0%) and youth between 18 and 30 years (55.0%) as shown in Table 

1.The business is domination by  youth which  may be caused by high level of 

unemployment especially white collar job in the country. Majority of the art 

workers are single (59.0%) with small household size between 1 and 3 (68.0%), 

this may be connected to their young age. They all attended formal schools, 

while majority of them have secondary education (75.0%) which shows their 

level of awareness and literacy. Majority of the art business workers are new in 

their business where majority (2.0%) have 10 years and above experience. 

Majority of the art business workers are involved in textiles, tying and dyeing 

(42.0%) and were operating a small scale business where majority operate with 

less than #50, 000 worth of business (72.0%).  
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 Research Question 2: What is the economic impact of Covid 19 pandemic 

on Art business manufacturing and sales in Ibadan metropolis? 

The results on the effect of pandemic on the art business works showed that 

respondents were enjoying good patronage from their customers before the 

advent of pandemic of covid 19 (2.69) as shown in Table 2. Majority of the art 

business workers made a lot of money (3.26) and were able to meet most of 

their financial needs (2.94) before the pandemic. 

 

Table 1: Socio-economic Characteristics of Respondents 

Variables                                              Frequency               Percentage (%) 

Sex 

Male                                                                66.0                             66.0                       

Female                                                            34.0                             34.0 

Age      

18 - 30                                                            55.0                             55.0 

31–50                                                              32.0                             32.0 

>50                                                                  13.0                             13.0 

Marital status 

Married                                                           41.0                             41.0 

Single                                                              59.0                             59.0 

Divorce                                                            0.0                              0.0 

Household size 

1 – 3                                                                68.0                             68.0 

4 – 6                                                                22.0                             22.0 

>6                                                                    10.0                             10.0 

Educational Qualification 

Primary                                                           15.0                             15.0 

Secondary                                                       75.0                            75.0 

Tertiary                                                           10.0                            10.0 

No Formal Education                                      0.0                              0.0 

  

 Experience in Business (Years) 

≤ 5                                                                   32.0                            32.0 

6–10                                                                66.0                            66.0 

≥10                                                                    2.0                             2.0 
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Types of Art-work 

Sculptor                                                5.0                              5.0 

Ceramic and Pottery                                       28.0                            28.0 

Textiles, Tying and Dyeing                            42.0                           42.0 

 Bead making                                                 16.0                          16.0 

Basket and Calabash making                          9.0                           9.0 

 

Capital Size 

 < #50,000                                                       72.0                            72.0 

#50.000 - #100,000                                          12.0                           12.0 

> #100,000                                                         6.0                             6.0 

Source: Field Survey, 2020 

 

 Table 1: Mean rating of response of Arts business workers from Ibadan 

metropolis on manufacturing and sales of their products before and after 

covid 19 pandemic     

 S/N, ITEMS,                                                                                SA     A      D    SD   ∑FX    F       X       REMARKS 

1. I enjoyed good patronage before the pandemic of Covid 19    128    87     30   24    269    100    2.69      Agree      

2. I made a lot of money from my business before pandemic      200    102   16    8     326    100    3.26      Agree 

3. I met my financial needs before pandemic                               152      90    40   12   294    100    2.94       Agree              

4. Getting raw materials was very easy before pandemic             200    114    20    2   334    100     3.34       Agree 

5. I had a lot of business opportunity before pandemic                 180   108    18   10   316   100     3.16        Agree          

 6. The patronage has drastically reduced after pandemic              240   60     20   10   330    100      3.30      Agree 

 7. I find it difficult to meet my financial needs after pandemic    180   120   10   10    320    100      3.20      Agree 

 8. Raw materials are not readily available after pandemic            160   120   10    15    269   305      3.05     Agree 

9. Getting credit facilities is becoming difficult after pandemic    168    90    28     14   300    100     3.00       Agree 

10. I lost most of my investment capital during pandemic             104   141    10   10   265   100     2.65      Agree 

11. I cannot continue with the business for now                              80     135   30    20  265     100    2.65     Agree 

Mean > 2.5 implies Agree; Mean < 2.5 implies Disagree          

 

Majority of them were able to get their raw materials for production (3.34) and 

having a lot of business opportunities that can add value to their production 

(3.16) before the pandemic. 

However, after pandemic, the respondents experienced a sharp reduction in 

their patronage (3.30). Majority of respondents could not meet up with their 
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financial needs (2.94) and found it difficult to get raw materials (3.05) using for 

production after pandemic. Majority of them lost their investment capital (3.00), 

found it difficult to get credit facilities (2.65) and were unable to continue to 

continue with the business (2.65) during the pandemic  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Based on the findings of this study, the followings were concluded: 

• The majority of art business workers in Ibadan metropolis were educated 

youth,  operating small scale and new in the business. 

• They were running their businesses smoothly and making profits before 

the advent of covid 19 pandemic 

• Covid 19 pandemic made things difficult for the art business workers in 

Ibadan metropolis and their businesses is edging towards being 

collapsed.   

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

• The government should make all efforts to put an end to covid 19 pandemic 

in the country. 

• Provision should be made by government for food and palliatives in order 

to save investment capital being spent on food. 

• Government should provide re-investment capital to these art business 

workers to start all over again. 
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