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Abstract 

The Post-2015 Development Agenda provides a unique opportunity for Africa 

to reach consensus on common challenges, priorities and aspirations, and to 

actively participate in the global debate on how to complete the MDGs and 

address emerging development issues. Published in March 2014, the Common 

African Position on the post-2015Development Agenda is the embodiment of 

that unity. The Position recognizes rising trends such as population growth and 

the youth bulge, urbanization, climate change and inequalities. It reiterates the 

importance of prioritizing structural transformation for inclusive and people-

centred development in Africa. Since the United Nations Conference on 

Environment and Development in Rio (1992), sustainable development 

remained elusive for many African countries, with poverty being a major 

challenge and desertification, deforestation and climate change its main treats. 

In spite of the fact that the child mortality rate in Sub- Saharan Africa declined 

five times faster during 2005-2013 than it was 1990-1995, the region still 

detains the highest rate.  Agenda setting and Media development theories were 

adopted for the paper and recommends Improving domestic resource 

mobilization, Natural disaster risk reduction and management , Finance and 

Partnerships, and the use of media to propelled the implementation of  the post-

2015 development agenda for development. 
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Introduction 

The Post-2015 Development Agenda provides a unique opportunity for Africa 

to reach consensus on common challenges, priorities and aspirations, and to 

actively participate in the global debate on how to complete the MDGs and 

address emerging development issues.  

Published in March 2014, the Common African Position on the post-2015 

Development Agenda is the embodiment of that unity. The Position recognizes 

rising trends such as population growth and the youth bulge, urbanization, 

climate change and inequalities. It reiterates the importance of prioritizing 

structural transformation for inclusive and people-centred development in 

Africa. Since the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 

in Rio (1992), sustainable development remained elusive for many African 

countries, with poverty being a major challenge and desertification, 

deforestation and climate change its main treats.  

Furthermore, only 15% of the Sub-Saharan African rural population had access 

to electricity in 2012 and the continent sorely lacks important infrastructure 

investments. The absence of access to modern energy services is a grave 

obstacle to sustainable development, as recognized by the Secretary-General’s 

Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All) Initiative and Sustainable Development 

Goal (SDG) , and contributes greatly to Africa’s poverty trap. The New 

Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD), launched by African heads of 

state in 2001, has represented the response of African countries to those treats 

and challenges. NEPAD has indeed aimed at providing a framework for 

sustainable development to be shared by all Africa's people, emphasizing the 

role of partnerships among African countries themselves and between them and 

the international community, and proposed a shared and common vision to 

eradicate poverty through sustained economic growth and sustainable 

development (Ogutu, 2021).  

African governments also reinforced the pace of regional integration through 

the rationalization of existing regional economic communities, increasing the 

power of the African Union, especially in the field of security and peace 

management. These efforts have been supported by the international 

community, with financial and technical contributions to regional communities 

and specific initiatives to foster African development. Thus, the Heavily 

Indebted and Poor Countries (HIPC) programme was initiated by the 

International Monetary Fund and the World Bank in 1996, providing debt relief 

and low-interest loans to reduce external debt repayments to sustainable levels. 

Nominal debt service relief under HIPC to the 29 countries that have reached 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/milestones/unced
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/milestones/unced
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdinaction/se4all
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdinaction/se4all
http://www.nepad.org/
http://www.nepad.org/
https://www.imf.org/external/np/pp/eng/2013/121913.pdf
https://www.imf.org/external/np/pp/eng/2013/121913.pdf
http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm
http://www.worldbank.org/
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their decision points has been estimated to amount to about US$62 billion, a 

significant share of which benefited Sub-Saharan African countries (Ogutu, 

2021).  

For the United Nations in particular, Africa has been a priority area, as 

illustrated by the establishment of the Office of the Special Adviser on Africa 

(OSAA) by the Secretary-General in 2003 and the reference to Africa's 

sustainable development as a cross-cutting issue in the which emerged from the 

World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002. A growing emphasis is 

being placed on the Nexus approach to sustainable development, seeking to 

realize synergies from the links between development factors such as energy, 

health, education, water, food, gender, and economic growth. In this regard and 

as part of the follow up to the 2012 Conference on Sustainable Development, 

the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA), 

in collaboration with SE4All, UN-Energy and the Economic Commission for 

Africa (ECA), organized Global Conference on Rural Energy Access: A Nexus 

Approach to Sustainable Development and Poverty Eradication, in Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia, Dec , 2013 

(https//sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/energy/index.php,2021 ). 

 

Problem Statement 

In spite of the fact that the child mortality rate in Sub- Saharan Africa declined 

five times faster during 2005-2013 than it was 1990-1995, the region still 

detains the highest rate. Furthermore, 70% of its population still suffers from 

lack of access to improved sanitation facility, 41% of its inhabitants still live, in 

2015, with less than $1.25 a day and out of the 57 million of global out-of-

school children of primary school age in 2015, 33 million are in Sub-Saharan 

African. In the past two decades, Northern Africa has not registered any 

improvements in women’s access to paid employment, with women still 

holding less than one out of five paid jobs in the non-agricultural sector. 15% 

of the Sub-Saharan African rural population had access to electricity in 2012 

and the continent sorely lacks important infrastructure investments. The 

absence of access to modern energy services is a grave obstacle to sustainable 

development, as recognized by the Secretary-General’s Sustainable Energy for 

All (SE4All) Initiative and Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 7, and 

contributes greatly to Africa’s poverty trap. Therefore, the Transforming our 

world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development acknowledges that 

progress made in the last 15 years has been uneven, particularly in Africa where 

some MDGs remained out of track  and reiterates the need to focus on this 

continent (https//sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdinaction/se4all). 

 

http://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/
http://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/milesstones/wssd
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/rio20
http://www.un-energy.org/about
http://www.uneca.org/
http://www.uneca.org/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/topics/energy/index.php?page=view&type=13&nr=489&menu=89
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/topics/energy/index.php?page=view&type=13&nr=489&menu=89
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdinaction/se4all
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdinaction/se4all
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
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Theoretical Framework 

This discourse could be anchored on several communication theories but the 

most vital one is the Agenda –setting theory and Media development theory.  

 

Agenda Setting 

The agenda setting basically states that the media, through frequent coverage of 

issues determine what the dominant discussion would be. The theory says the 

media may not tell us what to think, but they divert our minds to what to think 

about (McQuail, 2008, cited in Pate 2012). By frequently reporting certain 

issues, the media move those issues from press agenda to public agenda.  

Through frequent, meaningful and responsible coverage of acts that breed 

sustainable development in Nigeria, the media can sensitize the various 

continents into buying the development agenda like the Post-2015 Development 

Agenda. Frequent discussions on issues of development will not just attract 

attention to the need to address such problems but also raise consciousness on 

the need to corporate with government into achieving these development 

Agenda and policies such as MDGs,NEPAD and SDG . 

 

Development Media Theory 

The development media theory was propounded by Denis McQuail in 1987. 

The theory was born out of the UNESCO MacBride Commission set up in 1979. 

The theory focused on the role of media in partnership with the government to 

promote development. The underlying fact behind the genesis of this theory was 

that there can be no development without communication. The media undertook 

the role of carrying out positive developmental programmes receiving 

instruction from the government. Raza (2012) observes that the media 

subordinated themselves to political, economic, social and cultural needs. 

Hence, the stress on development communication and development journalism. 

Asemah (2001) holds that the media have a role to play in facilitating the 

process of development in developing countries. He explained that: 

The media are seen as agents of development and social 

change in any community thus, the theory says that the media 

should be used to complement government's efforts by carrying 

out programmes that will lead to positive behavioral change 

among people. 

 

The assumptions of the theory indicated by McQuail cited in Anaeto, Anabajo 

and Osifeso (2008:63) postulates that: 

 The media must accept and carry out development tasks in line with 

national established policy. 
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 Freedom of the media should be open to economic priorities and 

development needs of the society. 

 The media should give priority in their news and information that 

link with other developing countries, which are close 

geographically, culturally or politically. 

 Journalist and other media workers have responsibilities as well as 

freedom in their information gathering and dissemination tasks. 

 In the interest of development ends, the state has a right to intervene 

in, or restrict media operation and devices and direct control can be 

justified. 

 

Scholars seem not to agree with the last assumption. They argue that it goes 

against the working of press freedom and makes developmental idea not 

meaningful. Folarin (2002) in Anaeto, Onabajo and Osifeso (2008:65) explains 

that the development media theory has already provided bearing for the 

concepts of development communication and development journalism. He 

concluded that "nothing in the origin, basis and principle of the development 

media theory should be interpreted as shielding media and journalists from 

social responsibility or ousting the concept of press freedom. 

The media can assist in disseminating National strategies on the post-2015 

Development Agenda for acceptability and adoption for sustainable 

development in sub sahara Africa. When the media support in advocating for 

participation and adherence to precaution measures they will be supporting 

government in social development and aiding society at large, putting into 

cognisant the culture and languages of the nation. 

 

The Post-2015 Development Agenda for Sustainable development in Sub-

Sahara African in 21st Century 

The African Position is an African Union (UN)-sponsored document. It 

received technical support from the New Partnership for Africa’s Development 

(NEPAD) Agency, the African Development Bank (ADB), the Economic 

Commission for Africa (UNECA ), the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP), Regional Bureau for Africa, and the United Nations 

Population Fund (UNFPA).  

The post-2015 development agenda presents a unique opportunity for Africa to 

articulate its 

common priorities, opportunities and challenges. Therefore, they affirm 

collective interests, which include the pursuit of structural economic 

transformation for inclusive and people centred development. This requires: 

productive capacities development, notably in the areas of infrastructure, 
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agriculture, industrial and services sectors development; science technology 

and innovation; value addition. According to the document, such a development 

approach requires: development of adequate policy space and productive 

capacities, notably through infrastructure, science, technology development, 

transfer and innovation. It also requires addressing the challenges posed by 

climate change, desertification and land degradation, drought, loss of 

biodiversity sustainable natural resource management; ensuring peace and 

security; and promoting responsive and accountable global governance 

architecture, including through the full and equitable representation of African 

countries in international financial and economic institutions. Members of the 

African position on the post -2015 development Agenda recommitted 

themselves to the full realization of all the MDGs, including the off-track 

MDGs, in particular by providing focused and scaled-up assistance to least 

developed countries and other countries in special situations, in line with 

relevant support programmes.  

The new Agenda builds on the Millennium Development Goals and seeks to 

complete what these did not achieve, particularly in reaching the most 

vulnerable. In its target 4.b, the Agenda highlights the necessity "to substantially 

expand at global level the number of scholarships available to developing 

countries, in particular least developed countries, small island developing States 

and African countries, for enrolment in higher education, including vocational 

training and information and communications technology, technical, 

engineering and scientific programmes.  

It is also committed, in its target to facilitate sustainable and resilient 

infrastructure development in developing countries through enhanced financial, 

technological and technical support to African countries, least developed 

countries, landlocked developing countries and Small Island developing States. 

Whereas, its targeted  calls to encourage official development assistance and 

financial flows, including foreign direct investment, to States where the need is 

greatest, in particular least developed countries, African countries, small island 

developing States and landlocked developing countries, in accordance with 

their national plans and programmes.Building enabling environment for 

innovation 

 will require strengthening the financial and regulatory environment to support 

an innovation culture by strengthening and creating, where needed. African 

property rights institutions; protecting intellectual property and industry 

.Enhancing technological capacities for Africa’s transformative agenda will 

entail enhancing the development, transfer and diffusion of technology and 

innovation in line with each country’s development needs. Improving access to 

funding for home-grown technological innovations and to environmentally 
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sound technologies will strengthen the science and technology component of 

education curricula. it is also important to concentrate  efforts on developing 

technological capacities by enhancing utilization of Information 

Communication Technology. ICT in key social and economic sectors. Building 

enabling environment for innovation will require strengthening the financial 

and regulatory environment to support an innovation culture by strengthening 

and creating where needed, African property rights institutions; protecting 

intellectual property and industry 

(https//sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/, 2021) 

 

Environmental sustainability, natural resources and disaster risk 

management in sub -Sahara African 

The exploitation of Africa natural resources and biodiversity base is not fully 

translating into value-adding activities, adequate employment opportunities, 

and enhanced economic returns for the continent. Conscious of the  fact that 

many of these resources are non-renewable and determined to ensure 

profitability, intergenerational equity and sustainability in their usethere is need 

to be mindful of the importance of ensuring the availability of safe water supply 

for all and closing the sanitation gap, and concerned about the challenges posed 

by climate change. Desertification and land degradation, natural disasters such 

as drought and floods, loss of biodiversity, management of waste and chemicals, 

coastal erosion, marine pollution and rising sea levels threaten the existence of 

coastal mega-deltas and small island developing states. In determining to 

address the potentials adverse effects of these challenges on African’s 

transformative agenda and cognizant of the principle of common but 

differentiated responsibilities in addressing the challenges of natural resource 

management and biodiversity, Africans must commit to improving natural 

resource and biodiversity management. To achieve this objective, there is a 

great need for the Promotion of sustainable utilization of the continent’s natural 

resources and biodiversity, including land and water for the continent’s 

economic and social transformation. This can be achieved by: 

(i) Combating the depletion and degradation of Africa’s natural resource 

base and fostering the conservation and recovery of African 

biodiversity, which represents an inestimable heritage, through 

improved control of access to the genetic resources of the continent. 

(ii) Ensuring that the use of the natural resources and biodiversity will 

financially and economically benefit the countries that possess them 

and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from their 

use, with consideration for both present and future generations. 
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(iii) Promoting value addition, pertinent and technological innovations 

for sustainably harnessing the natural resource base and biodiversity 

by developing joint ventures and private- public partnerships to 

facilitate the establishment of industries in Africa.  

 

However it is pertinent to enhance access to safe water for all. To this end, there 

is need to ensure universal and reliable access to safe water in a sustainable 

manner, especially access to safe drinking water in urban and rural areas. 

Improving wastewater and water quality management systems as well as 

sanitation and hygiene services in rural and urban areas is very important.  

Responding effectively to climate change. There is need to  reduce 

deforestation, desertification and pollution, promote reforestation and reduce 

soil erosion, improve land management, promote renewable energies, promote 

efficiency of energy production, consumption and recycled. Recognizing that 

climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our times, there should be 

emphasize and deep concern with the vulnerability of developing countries, in 

particular in Africa, to the adverse impacts of climate change, and also 

recognize that adaptation to the phenomenon represents an immediate and 

urgent global priority.  

Desertification, land degradation, soil erosion, flooding and drought are 

challenges of a global dimension has continue to pose a serious threat to the 

sustainable development of all countries, in particular in African, as recognized 

in the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). There 

is an urgent need to reverse land degradation, soil erosion and desertification. 

This should act as a catalyst for adequate support, by mobilizing predictable, 

appropriate and timely financial resources in order to enable developing 

countries especially in Africa to face these challenges. 

 

Role of media in development communication 

According to Wilbur Schramm cited in Rayudu (2007), the role of media in 

development can be divided into three parts: 

(i) To inform – ‘Information is power.’ For the development of the 

society, correct social, political and economic influence is very 

important. Media helps the people to be aware about happenings and 

develop a consensus upon important national and international 

development issues. It also helps them understand the various 

obstacles in the process of development. 

(ii) To instruct - Mass literacy is an essential criteria to development. 

This is possible by imbibing basic skills among the people. Mass 

media plays an important role in this. Mass media can instruct people 



 

SSAAR (JASUD); Journal of                                                          June, 2021 

African Sustainable Development  

 

219 | P a g e  
 

 

Editions 

and educate them. Projects like SITE and Gyan Darshan are few such 

examples where media is used to instruct people, educate them and 

teach them basic skills. These basic skills help people to develop their 

standard of living. 

(iii) To participate – All development activities are based primarily on 

people’s participation. Voluntary and continuous participation of the 

citizen of the country is necessary for continued development. Debate 

and discussions help people to know about the current issues, 

participate in developmental programme and bring about a change in 

the society. 

 

Schramm has laid a lot of emphasis on Content, Feedback and Multiplier effect 

of Mass Media, while discussing the role of mass media in development. 

According to him the content of development communication must be designed 

keeping in mind the target audiences of the message. It furthers emphasis a lot 

of importance on feed back for successful communication for development. 

Feedback not only supports the implementation process of various 

communication strategies but also helps to access whether or not the 

communication is meeting their purpose or aim. He further adds that modern 

communication technologies can be effectively used to multiply the messages 

and reach out simultaneously to a wide heterogeneous audience (Dang, 2021). 

 

Radio as a medium of development communication 

Radio from its very inception played an important role in development 

communication; this is mainly due to its advantage of reaching to a large 

number of people from different sections of the society. Universities and other 

educational institutes‘especially agricultural universities, through their 

extension networks and international organisations under the UN umbrella 

carried various development communication experiments through radio. 

Community radio is another important medium which is registering growing 

importance.  NGOs and educational institutions can be given license to set up a 

local community radio station to broadcast information and messages on 

developmental aspects. Participation of local community can be encouraged in 

these programmes. Community radio can provides a platform to villagers to 

broadcast local issues and thus has the potential to initiate positive action. With 

its widespread reach and acceptability among the rural audiences, several 

initiatives were made to use radio for development communication. It contained 

a 30 minute duration program that was aired two days a week primarily on 

agriculture and varied other subjects that could promote rural development. 
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Since then efforts are being constantly made to use radio for social change 

(Dang, 2021).  

 

 Conclusion 

In conclusion, the global post-2015 development agenda give adequate 

attention 

to the development of productive capacity underpinned by value addition. More 

so, technology, innovation, and infrastructure development; people-centred 

development with a particular emphasis on youth empowerment and gender 

equality, natural resources and disaster risk management in the context of 

sustainable development, peace and security, and a truly inclusive and 

transformative global partnership. Media Community expert Rostow, Lerner 

and Schramm discussed the importance of development communication in 

communication process. With the omnipresence of media in our society, there 

will be a vast promotion of sustainable development policies/programmes such 

as APRM, MDGs and SDG in the African sub -Sahara. Also, with the powerful 

role of media, government policy for the Post 2015 development agenda can be 

disseminated and mobilised citizen to accept such policy (ies) programmes for 

sustainable development.  

 

Recommendations 

• Finance and Partnerships: the priority strategies identified in this 

common position need to be financed. to this end, resource mobilization 

and innovative financing methods need to be implemented. in addition, 

implementation of the strategies will require the consolidation of existing 

partnerships and the forging of new ones and effective translation of 

partners’ commitments into tangible sustainable development outcomes; 

reiterating that each country has primary responsibility for its own 

economic and social development, and that the role of national policies, 

domestic resources and development strategies is critical. African 

countries need additional resources for sustainable development; and 

recognizing the need for significant mobilization of resources from a 

variety of sources and the effective use of financing. 

 Acknowledging that a stable global financial architecture that supports 

global systemic economic risk management and that emphasizes the 

importance of financial and investment flows as opposed to aid as well 

as fair and inclusive multilateral trading systems is vital for financing 

development in Africa. 

• Natural disaster risk reduction and management. We must strengthen 

Africa’s resilience to natural disasters by building capacities for 
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adequately anticipating and responding to disasters and reducing their 

impact on people living in vulnerable situations; implementing the 

African Solidarity initiative, which targets countries in difficult 

situations; developing and supporting early warning systems and 

increasing support for loss and damage incurred through climate disaster. 

• Improving domestic resource mobilization: we must improve domestic 

resource mobilization by: ensuring financial deepening and inclusion 

(e.g. domestic savings and microfinance) and strengthening tax 

structures, coverage and administration; carrying out fiscal reforms; 

encouraging public private partnerships; and deepening capital markets. 

It is imperative to curtail illicit financial flows and fight corruption in a 

way that ensures the efficient and effective use of resources and domestic 

long-term financing, such as insurance, pension schemes and capital 

market instruments. 

Maximizing innovative financing to promote and enhance the efficiency 

of innovative financing mechanisms, we must: develop mechanisms to 

harness and invest remittances; reduce remittance transfer costs and 

enhance their effective management; and strengthen long-term, non-

traditional financing mechanisms. 

• The media should be adopted and used to assist in disseminating 

National strategies on the post-2015 Development Agenda for 

acceptability and adoption for sustainable development in sub-Saharan 

Africa. When the media support in advocating for participation and 

adherence to precaution measures they will be supporting government in 

social development and aiding society at large, putting into cognisant the 

culture and languages of the nation. 

• In order for above efforts to be successful, an enabling domestic, 

continental and global environment is imperative. To this end, the 

important key enablers underpinned by the African union’s agenda, 

which presents the vision for the continent’s development must be 

upheld. The obligations under the millennium declaration must be 

respected by Africa and the international community. The MDGs are still 

highly relevant to Africa, therefore, for the global community to sustain 

progress and deepen the implementation of the challenging areas in the 

years ahead, there must be effective implementation and  commitment to 

sustain efforts  democratization undertaken on the continent, and 

reiterate commitment to end instability and conflicts on the continent, 

and to build resilience. 

 

 



 

SSAAR (JASUD); Journal of                                                          June, 2021 

African Sustainable Development  

 

222 | P a g e  
 

 

Editions 

Reference 

Anaeto,S.G., Onabanjo, O. &Osifeso, J.B. (2008). Models and theories of communication. 

Bowie, MD: African Renaissance Inc. 

Asemah,S.E. (201 1). Selected mass media themes. Jos: Jos University Press. 

Dang,T.(2021). Role of media in development communication.Retrieved on the 14th 

May,2021 From:http//uafulucknow.ac.in/wp-contentuploads-jmc-2nd-year pdf. 

Folarin, B. (1998). The theories of mass communication: An introduction text. Oyo State, 

Sterling-Horden Publishers. 

Ogutu. Z.A. (2021).Sustainable development in sub-saharan Africa: what are the 

alternatives.Retrieved on the 14/5/2021 from https://www.jstor.org/stable/24326288 

Rayudu, C.S. (2007). Communication. Mumbai; Himalaya Publishing House.  

Rayudu, C.S. (2008). Media and Communication Management. Mumbai; Himalaya  

Publishing House. 

Raza,R. (2012). Media development theory. Retrieved May 2,2014  

From:http//www.rahib-raza.blogspot.com/2012.med 

Sustainable development.(2021).Sustainable development. Retrieved on the 14/5/2021 from 

https//sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/energy/index.php,2021 .  

  

https://www.jstor.org/stable/24326288
http://www.rahib-raza.blogspot.com/2012.med

