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ABSTRACT 

Transportation planning is the rational approach aimed at organizing, 

coordinating, directing and managing various aspects of transportation 

procedure to achieving effective and less cost efficient transportation system in 

both rural and city/urban areas. This has inextricable nexus of connectivity and 

relationship with all the land uses and its specific activity and/or mix-uses as 

the case might permit the various components of the entirety of the environment. 

The role of transportation planning as key to rural and city development cannot 

be overemphasized. This is explicit and implicit in the sense that, no 

environment exists without land uses, and same is a function of transportation, 

which provides basis for the movement of commodities (both solid, liquid and 

gas), services and people. And all these, have its trip generation, origin and 

destination in a building. So, if the foregoing assertion is apt and correct, land 

uses of the various rural and city environments development is greatly hinged 

on the fulcrum of well-conceived, planned, designed/modelled and judiciously 

implemented transportation plan. Otherwise, there will be very severe and 

chaotic spatial friction bringing about absolute luck up/total halt of all 

operations, functions and activities in the society at large. Hence, the relevance 

of transportation planning well executed in both rural and city environment will 

make for ordered, ease, comfortable, efficient and effective transport system 

encouraging mobility, communication, trade and commerce-linking rural-

urban, city-region, metropolis and cosmopolitan centres and their fringes 

promoting economic growth and development bent on dependency of its 

multiplier effects. Therefore, the subject matter, x-rays the key footings and role 

of transportation planning to rural and city/urban development. The 
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methodology that necessitated this was via severe and assiduous review of 

relevant literatures critical to the subject under discourse. 

 

Keywords: Transportation Planning, Rural, City/Urban, Development and 

Land use. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The various land uses that form the bases for rural and city interaction, 

operations and functions cannot efficiently and effectively serve it purpose and 

possible utilization to attaining productivity, development and sustainability of 

same in the rural and city/urban environment without properly conceived, 

planned, modelled/designed and implemented transportation plan. This is so, 

because, transportation planning and land uses are inseparable and can never 

co-exist differently in the environment. Be it rural and/or city. And so, 

transportation planning is imperative and critical to rural and city development 

of any society globally. Without which, there will be complete rural and 

city/urban lock up, scuttling total human interactions and activities; where there 

will be no good, ease, convenient, confident and free flow of various operational 

wagons (both public and private operators of Cars, Buses, Lorries etcetera) to 

warrant ease and convenient movement of goods, services and people from one 

place to another, aimed at reducing spatial friction that separates people from 

the locations of various activities they perform. 

The importance of transportation planning to rural and city development cannot 

be overemphasized. This perhaps, suffice why; Heilbrun (1981; as cited in 

Ogbazi, 1992) avers that, “if transportation were instantaneous and costless, we 

can interact from all corners of the globe.” In other words, there would be no 

rural and city connectivity and functional operations, if there were no need for 

transportation to cater for friction of space. One of the primary reasons of many 

transportation planning efforts is to ease and reduce spatial friction in the rural 

and city/urban spatial environment. Transportation involves movement of 

goods, services and persons. This attracts substantial time, energy and resources 

in moving people, goods and services from one location to another in the 

environment (both rural and city/urban). More recently, Buchanan (1963; as 

quoted in Kadiyali, 2008; p. 636) has also emphasized the interrelationship 

between traffic and buildings in a town. He states that in towns, traffic takes 
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place because of buildings, and in fact all movements in a town have an origin 

and destination in a building. Thereby, making possible existence of an effective 

and efficient transportation network essential for the socio-economic, cultural, 

politico-administration and psycho-spatial development of rural/countryside 

and city/urban environment of any given nation.   

The availability of well-planned and designed transportation network in both 

rural and city environment promote the development of various activities that 

foster economic development. Properly organized and layout transportation 

routes provide necessary channels of communication, expediting 

commercialization and diffusing of innovation and technology. Agricultural 

property (cash crops, livestock, forestry etc.) and raw materials could be 

conveyed from their sources to the factories where they are processed into 

finished goods and moved to the markets. Also, it makes possible the movement 

of people from area of low juicy employment opportunities to place where they 

can be gainfully employed. Expansion of transport facilities encourages 

improved channels of communication and attraction of investment in both rural 

and city environment, which is consequent upon economic growth warranted 

by good transportation planning.  

It is worthy of note that as most of our cities in Nigeria has continuously had an 

ordeal of rapid urbanization, the rural areas is being deserted; this perhaps, due 

to poor infrastructure and utilities, low juicy opportunities and investments and 

no large markets to promote trade and commerce. As this is a commonality 

peculiar to most rural areas in the country. It therefore, supposes that the level 

of abandonment and conscious neglect of rural roads should henceforth, be held 

at high esteem and given utmost concern by developing the roads. This will 

reduce if not completely, but to some certain extent limit en mass rural-city 

migration; thereby reducing burden and pressure on our cities vis-à-vis state-of-

the-act  infrastructural-facilities in place, encouraging development in both 

places as it interrelates as a system; as no environment is totally a closed system.    

Hence, this master piece starts by laying some operational definition of terms, 

describing both the rural and city transportation system and the modal splits. It 

expresses the relationship that exists between land use and transportation and 

underpins issues that transportation planning should desire to address in our 

rural and city environment to bring about development and possible sustenance 
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of same. In furtherance, the imperative elements of transportation planning are 

x-rayed in this work. 

 

OPERATIONAL DEFINITION OF TERMS 

It will be of immersed good if some important terminologies that make up the 

subject matter, under discourse are defined and explained to convey vivid 

comprehension and/or understanding of the topic in view. There are out laid 

thus; 

• Transportation Planning: This is conceived as the rational 

process of organizing, arranging and coordinating various 

transportation procedures for the purpose of achieving 

functional and effective cost efficient systems of 

transportation. The need for an effective and cost efficient 

transportation system in both rural and urban areas, cannot be 

overemphasized, this is because every other functions, duties 

and purposes in the both settlements depend strongly on an 

existing transportation system. 

• Rural: simply refers to hinterland/remote settlements with less 

than 5000 population whose major occupation is agriculture 

characterize with little or no infrastructure and utilities. 

• City: It is urban areas with over 5000 populace whose major 

occupation is trade and commerce and administration 

characterize with improved modern infrastructures and 

utilities. 

• Development: This refers to any improved positive change in 

the environment, which may be material and/or immaterial 

related, capable of stimulating multiplier effect in that society. 

• Land use: Is simply the use to which any given piece or space 

of land is put. For example; agricultural land use, residential 

land use, commercial land use, transportation land use, 

industrial land use, institutional land use etc. 

 

RURAL AND CITY TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 

In both rural and city/urban setting are various ways of moving people, services 

and goods. The most notable and commonly utilized within the rural areas are 
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non-motorizing (feet, bikes, cycling, tricycles, beast of burdens-Donkeys, 

Horses, Camels etcetera) and at times few – lorries, canoes, cars and buses  and 

in the cities are majorly motorization (buses, cars, lorries, trains, planes, ferry, 

boat) and non – motorizing. The ability of any of the foregoing modes named 

to serve the desired need depends on the accessibility of the site or destination 

in the rural and city setting. Hence, sites/land uses along the ‘right-of-way’ that 

form the channels of traffic have greater accessibility than those that do not.  

Transportation system therefore, involves the mode of travel as well as the 

channel along which one travels. Roads, railway lines, waterways and terminal 

facilities are all inclusive of the system. Several modes of transportation may 

be employed in urban transportation. And the choice of any mode by an 

individual entity depends on factors such as availability, affordability, safety, 

quickness and reliability. Most at times, segmentation characterizes the 

movement of people in the cities. A trip may be segmented among various 

modes of transport. Take for instance; a journey to work may require walking 

certain distance from the house to the bus stop, then taking a bus, tricycle, bike 

and/or a taxi, a train to a convenient point and/or bus stop and finishing up with 

a walk from the point to the office. 

The various modes of transportation can either be private or public. However, 

Heilbrun (1981) is of the view that the classification is based on the general 

public’s “right of access” rather than ownership.” A car may be owned by a 

person but used to provide public transportation service. Nevertheless, there 

have been rise in the cost of cars, the private automobile transportation and 

ownership has been on a steady increase in the most parts of the world. This 

perhaps is due to the merit it has against public transportation. No doubt, it is 

not farfetched from the cause of most problems of urban congestion in our 

various cities today. Nevertheless, in our country (Nigeria), transportation by 

road is the most popular and developed when compared to other routing system. 

Although, the railway mode is predominant and forms the backbone of 

transportation in most countries of the world, especially, in the early years of 

development, it has been on steady decline globally. Railway development was 

a major characteristic in the transportation system during the colonial period in 

Nigeria: As it networked and linked up the then regions of the country-

encouraging the conveyance of people and groundnut from the north to other 

parts and equally, the movement of palm oil and the kernel from the 
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southeastern part to other parts of the country, bringing about interaction, 

development and cultural integration leading to peaceful co-existence and 

relativism in the country.   

The Federal and State Governments have made enormous capital investments 

in the development of road transportation. This is obvious in the first to the 

fourth National Development Plans (1962-1985), an average of 16% of the total 

capital outlay went to the transportation sector, specifically to the development 

of the major transportation routes. By 1986, a total sum of #415,905,899.00 

(four hundred fifteen million, nine hundred and five thousand, eight hundred 

and nineteen nine naira) only was allocated to capital projects and maintenance 

of Federal highways (Kontagora, 1988 ; in Ogbazi, 1992; p. 66). But it might 

interest you to know that, most of the roads built during that period have greatly 

worn out and are in serious state of despair spread across all the Federation, 

perhaps due to poor maintenance cultural and lack of outright rehabilitation and 

construction of new roads bearing in mind its ripple effect of development in 

other sectors of the economy of the nation.  

It is not uncommon that any given development and improvement on any road 

network, would lead to increased affluence in the ownership of cars-hence 

private automobile transportation will be on a steady increase. This, no doubt, 

will have tremendous effect on the development of urban areas. But, it cannot 

adequately serve the needs of transportation in both rural and urban areas, even 

if, when allowed to develop fully. However, private automobile transport 

undoubtedly, leads to increased traffic congestion, duplication of services, 

pollution and waste of resources. Mass transit is an alternative and that which 

supplement private automobile transport. It is a system in which a greater 

number of people are conveyed at a time along principal corridors. One of the 

major policy thrusts of the present Federal Government is to provide urban mass 

transit services in the various State of the Federation and resuscitate railway 

transportation services across all the regions of the nation to necessitate regional 

interaction, trade and commerce to warrant sustainable development across the 

nation at large. This is in response to the gross inadequacies in the currently 

existing transport infrastructural-facilities to meet current demand. 

  



 

 

International Journal of Environmental Design & Construction Management  

                   Published by Cambridge Research and Publications 

 

                                                                  IJECM ISSN-2325-1884(Print) 

 

 

7 

Vol. 21 No. 4 

June, 2021. 

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING: AS KEY TO CITY/URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT 

There is a reciprocal relationship that exist between transportation and any 

given land use activity in the city/urban environment. For any given activity to 

be located in any part of the city, transportation is the key influence of such land 

use development, without which, it cannot be ideally located and accessed. 

Perhaps why Kadiyali (2008:635) posits that human activities take place in 

adapted spaces linked by communications through channels. Town and country 

planning is a science that deals with the study of the urban or country “system” 

covering the interacting activities using adapted spaces linked by 

communications through channels. This is because, advancement in all spheres 

of life has been to a large extent influenced by transportation. Transportation 

planning is an important part of overall town and country planning, since it deals 

with the transport network which is an important channel of communications. 

In his famous book “Traffic in the Cities” Prof. Kare observed that a city only 

becomes functional because of its transportation system. This is because it 

facilitates the movement of goods, services and people from one fixed location 

of land use to another. The purpose of transportation therefore, is to devise 

means for traversing the intervening spaces between and amongst the 

competing land uses in the urban area. 

Land use is simply the use to which a given land is put. Land in the urban/city 

environment can be put to different uses. These are: Housing (residential use), 

Industrial, Recreational/Park, Institutional, commercial, transportation, 

cemetery and other sundry activities that man may require in the urban area. 

Future land use development in the city depends strongly on the transportation 

available and its potential for expansion and sustainability. This is a simplified 

assumption, though, as other factors influence the location of activities in the 

cities; any change in land use, for example, the development of a new industrial 

or residential area leads to an increased trip generation (that is, increase in 

demand for travel). This hence, generates greater traffic needs necessitating the 

provision of more transport facilities. When facilities are provided and 

improved upon, the area will enjoy greater accessibility, thereby, the land value 

and cost of rent in the area will increase and appreciate. And this would attract 

more industries, residents and/or investors in the area as same effect is 
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envisaged and noticed. The relationship that exist between transportation and 

changes in land use value and rent is presented in the figure-1, thus; 

 

                                                                      Changed land use 

 

                                                                                                             Increased 

trip generation 

                     Increased land value and rent 

 

 

                                                                                                               Greater 

traffic need  

                        Increased accessibility     

 

                                                                      Added transport facilities 

Figure 1: 

Relationship that exists between transportation planning and improved changes 

in land use value and rent. 

Source: Adapted from Ogbazi (1992). 

Therefore, it is necessary to know how many people or industries that are in 

there urban area, the income of the people, their activities and the relationship 

of the environment with other parts of the city. At this juncture, it is important 

to note the needs of various land use data in the city, which must be collected, 

collated and analyzed to guide, aid and warrant proper and ideal transportation 

planning that will eventually ensue rapid development of the city in generality 

when judiciously implemented; as that has a very serious multiplier effect 

directly to all other aspects (rural development, urban development, block 

development etc.), sectors (Agricultural, Industrial and Infrastructural) and 

segments (Tribes, Scheduled Castes, Peasants, Unorganised Workers, Landless 

Labours, Dalits, Elites etc.) of a given city’s socio-economic, physical and 

political development. Hence, Chandna (2016; pp.161-162) observes that 

transport development connotes the efficiency and reliability of transport 

services in the region. The efficiency of transport systems is measured in terms 

of cost of providing the services and the social benefit of such services. The 

transport system that has minimum resource cost and maximum social benefit 
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is considered as an efficient system – as an indicator of regional development. 

The social benefits may include such benefits as social cohesion, defence, 

political dynamism, accessibility to health, education and other public utility 

services.  Owen as quoted in Chandna (2016:174) rightly said that “mobility 

and development are strongly correlated.” This in other words, supposedly that 

there are inseparable: as transportation planning is strongly relative to the 

various developments playing out in the region. 

In support and prove of transportation planning as key to rural and city 

development, one of the spatial models “In Friedmann’s Centro-periphery 

model,” explains development is determined by the nature of relationship 

between the developed core and the underdeveloped periphery. Such a 

relationship has been called circular and cumulative feedback process – a 

process whereby growth feeds on and reinforces itself by the creation of new 

demands for goods and services. It results in reinforcement of the core at the 

cost of less advantaged periphery (cumulative upward causation). As the core 

prospers, the periphery suffers the backwash effect of the flow of skilled-

manpower, investment etc. to the core. Consequently, the periphery becomes 

poorer than the core both in terms of social services and amenities. A flow of 

products from the core to the periphery begins, flooding the market and 

inhibiting the local enterprise in the periphery. Thus, an unequal development 

gets perpetuated. But ultimately, the successful development of the core, 

combined with the establishment of an efficient transport and communication 

network, causes the spread effect leading to decentralization accompanied by 

the development in the periphery, thereby spreading development and reducing 

regional inequality. There are four phases of such a relationship, namely:  

(i) Phase of colonial relationship,  

(ii)  Phase of unequal relationship,  

(iii)  Phase of conscious inequality and finally,  

(iv) The Phase of Equilibrium.  

In this model, on the basis of their level of development, five types of areas have 

been distinguished, namely:  

(1) Core Regions (Urban),  

(2) Upward Transitional Zone (Urban),  

(3) Resource Frontier Zone (Rural),  

(4) Downward Transitional Zone under backwash effect (Urban) and  
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(5) Special Problem Areas (Rural). 

 

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING: AS KEY TO RURAL/HINTERLAND 

DEVELOPMENT 

In the recent times in our country (Nigeria), her hinterland/rural areas have 

witnessed an unprecedented interest, by the governments of the Federation, in 

the development of the rural areas. Particularly, rural infrastructure 

development as the back born of her socio-economic, cultural and aspirations 

development. Firstly, after many attempts and failures in planning for socio-

economic and infrastructure development, it has only been realized recently that 

any development plans that persistently ignores rural areas are bent on not 

succeeding. This is because the majority of Nigeria populace still live in the 

hinterland. 

It was only during the 4th National Development Plan period (1981 – 85) that 

the issue of integrated urban-rural development was first addressed ever. The 

plan contained comprehensive policy statements on the issue of urban-rural 

linkages and development (FRN, 1981; as quoted in Mba, 1992:210). Also, the 

abject poverty of the hitherto neglected rural environment caused by severity 

state of non-availability of infrastructure to necessitate and effect rapid socio-

economic development of the areas have unabatedly increased rural-urban drift, 

as youths of various categories (skilled and unskilled, educated and uneducated) 

migrate to the cities/urban areas to scout for better opportunities that would 

guarantee improved livelihoods. But, the decision of the various governments 

of the Federation to become more involved in the development of the rural areas 

is laudable. This has not only made it possible to stimulate development projects 

simultaneously in nearly all local communities, but has also brought 

development awareness to the hinterlands. Communities which could not have 

benefited from the limited financial resources of the State and Federal 

governments are now helping themselves. This why; Mba (1978, p. 18; as cited 

in Mba, 1992:211) had stressed the need for “effective participation of local 

communities in settlement planning programmes.” This call was necessary on 

the basis that the spirit of participation was inherent in the development of the 

traditional African concept of communalism. As this gives priority attention to 

improvement of the access roads leading to food producing areas of the country; 

as this surely, help to make more food available to the local and urban 
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communities. Moreover, it will facilitate the movement of other farm produce, 

farmers and their equipment in such relevant agricultural sectors. And equally, 

has the potential of bettering and improving the populace per capita income 

base, collectively flourishing national GDP of the country. 

Hence, rural communities with better and well adorned road infrastructure, no 

doubt, will attract investors and business moguls (industrialists, multinationals, 

NGOs etc.) and other social services from both State and central governments; 

to site such other regional building indicators, diversifying opportunities in the 

rural areas. This measure, if appropriately implemented, would well major in 

stimulating the rural economy, limiting greatly, rural-urban massive drift. The 

major mismatch so far has been the snail-pace, uncoordinated and uncalculated 

attempts at development of infrastructure, agriculture and other land use 

activities in the rural areas. Any attempt at isolated planning of the rural areas, 

may be as effortless and futile as our isolated city/urban planning concepts and 

approaches. We therefore, must perceive and look at development of both rural 

and urban areas as integrated whole with component regions. Since, regions 

consist of the urban and rural environments. Efforts should be made in all 

entirety to discourage and disapprove isolated planning in any region or locality. 

This is because, the nature of space economy entails that what is supposed and 

required is integrated planning concepts targeted and aimed at improving rural-

urban interlink-ages (good transport network system). Friedmann (1981; as 

cited by Mba : 211) emphasized that “economic space is open and unlimited,” 

and can expand in all directions. He buttresses too that the continuous nature of 

space economy is important for overall development. For example, it is not 

economically feasible to plan for massive rural industrialization without 

adequate provision of the necessary infrastructure. This denotes why some 

governments are first concentrating on improvement of roads in the rural areas. 

Nevertheless, road infrastructure provision and improvement is not the only 

element required to support industrial and commercial activities in the rural 

areas. Such utilities like water, electricity, drainage systems for liquid wastes 

and effluents, as well as information delivery systems are essential components 

of the basic infrastructure. It is worthy of note that, without good and well 

planned, designed/modelled and properly implemented and monitored and 

reviewed transportation planning in an environment; the other land use 

activities would be impossible to access, thereby making lives horrible, 
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depicting impasse of land log and chaos in both rural and city environment. 

According to Adeline (1992; as cited by Okosun and Urhogbide, 2013; in 

IJIEST, 3[2] : 22 - 23), rural development “constitute a planned change of which 

one approach or the other is adopted for the improvement and transformation of 

the rural populace.” A look at the foregoing opinion will bring to limelight that 

the author’s perception of rural development are programmes designed by the 

government using diverse strategies to improve the wellbeing of the rural 

populace. It is aimed at raising the rural per capital income, expansion of their 

productive base (Ollawa, 1977). The World Bank (1999) contend that integrated 

rural development is a strategy designed to improve the condition of the rural 

economies and the social life of the people in the rural environment. This 

involves extending the benefits of development to the rural poorest seeking a 

livelihood in the rural areas. 

Flowing from the above assertions; it can be deduced that the World Bank is 

lucid and broader – as it reflects the banks’ emphasis on the basic need of the 

people, due to the fact that economic with growth model has failed to provide 

solution to the problem of inequality and                 poverty in the rural 

environments. There was the need to move from economic growth with 

distribution model to a more articulate, dynamic and practical basic need model 

toward attacking the mass poverty that characterized the rural areas of the 

(LDC) less developed countries (Okosun, 2009). Also; Idachaba (1991) posits 

that integrated rural development is a vehicle for increasing the food supply and 

nutritional needs of the nation. And that would not have been effective and 

efficient without well planned and improved rural road infrastructure 

connecting the cities. From the foregoing, it can be extrapolated that Idachaba 

is very clairvoyant to the issue under discourse. This can be seen in the fact that, 

irrespective of the social strata one belongs, s/he needs food for healthy living 

and survival. The teeming populace of the country requires food of different 

classes, example; carbohydrates, protein, fats, vitamins etcetera. However, it is 

inhuman and sad to note that the peasant farmers in the rural areas, are not able 

to meet the requirement of food to feed the teeming population of those in both 

rural and urban areas. This is tied to the problems of agriculture (use of crude 

implements), growing population and inadequacy of good rural road 

infrastructure to necessitate expedient connectivity to source and usehybrid 
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seeds/seedlings, modern farm implements and farm inputs and declining 

potentiality of productivity etcetera (Olayinde, 1972). 

 

RURAL AND CITY/URBAN TRANSPORT PLANNING PROCESS 

SYSTEM 

Since both rural and urban environments cannot exist, without the various land 

uses that components each as a ‘system;’ it becomes pertinent and crucial to 

discourse the transport planning process at this juncture. Without which, this 

study, would not be judiciously achieved. Therefore, just as transport is a 

function of land use, the reciprocal statement that land use is a function of 

transport is also true. As new systems of transport are built, the land use pattern 

that follows has a close relationship to the accessibility that has been made 

possible. Hence, the above interdependence, is the key-note of modern transport 

planning approach.According to Buchanan (ibid, pp. 636 – 637) the early 

Detroit Area Transportation Study demonstrated the empirical validity of the 

proposition that transport was a function of land use. The Penn-Jersey 

Transportation Study tested the reciprocal proposition that land use was a 

function of transportation. These concepts have by now been used in a number 

of important transportation studies in many of the principal towns and cities all 

over the world. 

Recently, a new activity known as Operations Research has taken shape and is 

finding interesting applications in diverse disciplines.  Transport planning is one 

field where this approach has already been tried and found extremely useful. 

Operations Research is mainly concerned with optimizing the performance of a 

“system.” A “system” is defined as a complex whole, an organized whole, 

consisting of set of connected things or parts, whose components and 

interconnections are vital to the operation of the system. The processes involved 

in the systems approach in transport planning can be expressed in the figure-2, 

thus; 
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Figure 2: System Approach to Transport Planning of Rural and 

Urban/City Areas 

 

 

 

  

 

  Problems, Constraints,  

Potentials, Forecasting 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

   

  

 

Source: An extract from Traffic Engineering and Transport Planning; by 

Kadiyali (2008 : 637).  

The transport planning process begins with the decision to adopt planning as a 

tool for achieving certain desired goals and objectives. After the goal and 

objectives are defined, solutions are generated, taking due cognizance of 

problems, constraints, potentials and forecasting. These solutions are evaluated 

after thorough and proper analysis. Then, the best amongst them is chosen for 

implementation. After successful implementation, the system is subjected under 

study of its operation and performance assessed. However, based on this 

assessment, it may be very necessary to go back to certain stages of planning 

and repeat the sequence involved. 

Also, Kadiyali (ibid) asserts that the broad sequence involved in the operations 

of systems approach to transport planning process can be broken down into five 

important stages. These include; 

Decision to Adopt Planning 

Problem, Definition, Formulation of goals 

Solution Generation 

Evaluation of possible alternatives and choice 

Implementation 

Operation 

Performance Assessment and Review 

Solution Analysis 
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(1) Survey and analysis of existing conditions 

(2) Forecast, analysis of future conditions and plan synthesis 

(3) Evaluation 

(4) Programme adoption and implementation, and 

(5) Continuing study.  

 

SUMMARY AND SUGGESTIONS 

Summarily, the role and functions of transportation planning as the pivotal 

fulcrum upon which rural and city development is hinged, cannot be 

overemphasized. This is crystal clear in our various rural and urban areas in the 

country at large. As the would have been unimaginable chaotic and absolute 

halt of every human activities in the society holistically; without well planned, 

designed/modelled and implemented transportation plan with the apt facilities 

in place to optimally serve it aim of ease and efficacy of circulation and 

communication via connectivity provided by good transportation planning. It is 

obvious that, anyway a new road infrastructure is constructed, development is 

bound to take effect expedient. And the opposite is the very case where road 

infrastructure has gone comatose and/or not completely inexistence. You see 

people abandoning such places and moving into where such infrastructures 

abound. 

It is worthy of stating here, that most of the road networks and other facilities 

our rural areas in Nigeria are in a very severe comatose and despair and are not 

motorable. Thereby, unleashing untold hardship, sabotaging every possible 

development in most areas of our rural settlements. Not minding the fact that is 

where the huge chunk of food that sustains and keeps us healthy as a nation 

comes from. And this, over time has encourage en mass migration of our 

citizens into various city centres and at times, trans-international immigration 

into other neighbouring nations for search for better livelihoods. For example; 

Libya, South Africa, Ghana etcetera; where they believe life is more promising, 

than what we have back home. Sequel the foregoing, our suggestions are thus: 

1. There should be strong synergy and collaboration among the 

various tiers of governments unifying efforts and resources in 

matters concerning transportation planning of both rural and 

city areas, considering its relevance to the development of our 

society at large. Ensuring that such projects are taken from 

scratch to finish by the apt technocrats/experts (Town/Regional 

Planners, Engineers, Surveyors etcetera). 

2. The government should adopt and practice inter-local 

cooperation with the growing need aimed at the linkages 
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between rural and urban areas, in the face of emergence of city-

regions or multi-modal metropolitan areas. City-regions are 

becoming the foci for integrated urban development, which is 

blurring thetraditional distinction between “rural and urban.” 

3. There should declare state of emergency in the state of rural 

infrastructures in our local settlements, and headlong make 

huge budget toward revamping the rural areas, to attract 

investment and development in the agriculture sector of our 

society. 
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