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ABSTRACT  

hehu Danfodiyo created Sokoto 

Caliphate through strivings to 

clear innovations, and 

polytheism out of the hausaland. He was 

the first leader of the faithfuls who 

received oaths of allegiance from his 

adherents. After him, successive caliphs 

followed. The 5th  Caliph turbaned was 

the grandson of Shehu, Ahmadu Atiku. 

Ahmadu reigned in 1859-1866 A.D. This 

paper discussed in brief the history of 

Caliph Ahmadu Atiku, more especially his 

life on the throne and achievements 

therewith. Ahmadu had been successful 

as the Caliph with the most peaceful and 

tranquiled reign among the grandsons of 

Shehu. 
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Introduction: 
During the 18th century 

Shehu Danfodiyo and his 

family arrived Dagel, Islam 

had already been around in 

Hausaland, but majorities of 

the inhabitants (more 

especially, the 

chiefs/sarakuna and 

scholars) are mixing Islam 

with polytheism. Majority of 

peasants are envisaged with 

poor Islamic knowledge, and 

heretical innovations were 

heighten. Thus, Shehu had to 

embark on preaching and 

teaching tours across 

Hausaland. These 

campaigns were augmented 

by Shehu’s followers, 

students and disciples. In 

turn resistance was shown 

by the leaders of the land.  
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hen things went unresolved between Shehu and the Hausa 

Chefs, they decided to eliminate him once and for all. 

Consequently, Shehu decided to defend the religion and the 

lives of his followers and embarked on Hijra, which later led to many 

military clashes between him and the Hausa leaders. At end, a Caliphate 

was successfully formed by Shehu and his adherents. Since, then a number 

of people had been on the Caliphate throne till date. Along the line, the 5th 

Caliph/ Sarkin Musulmi was the Ahmadu, the grandson of Shehu (Bala and 

Ainu, 2018; Sheriff, and Altine,2018). The objective of this paper was to 

laconically discuss on Caliph Ahmadu. 

 

Backgrounds of Caliph Ahmadu Atiku 

AHMADU ATIKU 1, is the grandson of Sheikh Usman Danfodiyo who had 

became the 5th  Sarkin Musulmi of Sokoto Caliphate. Ahmadu is popularly 

dubbed with names such as Ahmadu Zaruku,  and Amadu Maichimmola. He 

was raised as very strict in moral and character and high degree of Islamic 

knowledge.  Ahmadu Zaruku was ranked as the second among the 

grandsons of Shehu  in terms of character, learning, macho and seniority 

(Jabo, 2008; Sarkingobir, 2020ab). Ahmadu was born in 1805 and raised 

in the family of Shehu Danfodiyo (according to the tenets of learning, piety, 

and macho). His birth happened just one year after the migration of Shehu 

and his followers to Gudu and battle of Kwatto. This shows that, Ahmadu 

had spent all his life before becoming Sarkin Musulmi in the travails and 

transitional life of Jama'at. Ahmadu had his education and training from his 

immediate family, more especially from his father, Abubakar Atiku, who 

was the most intimate to the Shehu and most firmed among Shehu's 

children. This most beget a good foundational morality and knowledge in 

Ahmadu Atiku, the 5th Sarkin Musulmi of Sokoto (Abba et al., 2017).. 

Ahmadu obtained proper administrative experience at early age. His uncle 

Caliph Muhammadu Bello appointed him to guard Bakura Ribat against the 

Gobirawa and supervise the Zamfara (Mafara, Anka, Maru, the usually 

unrest people).  He oversaw Mafara and Zamfara. He had been at that post 

till his father Atiku died. Additionally, Ahmadu was one-time transferred to 

Sokoto with the title of Sarkin Zamfara to serve as the mayor of the Sokoto 

W 
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City and other responsibilities. This illuminated how Ahmadu was 

groomed with leadership responsibilities before becoming the 5th Caliph 

of Sokoto. Ahmadu also undertook the Zauma campaign (Jabo, 2008; Abba 

et al., 2017). 

 

Turbanning of  Amadu Zaruku as Sarkin Musulmi:  The 5th  Caliph of Sokoto 

Caliphate) 

Before Ahmadu came on board, there are some challenges facing down at 

the Caliphate. The immediate Sarkin Musulmi, Caliph Aliyu Babba was very 

soft and had given many people trust, which they beguiled. He thread softly 

with some of his issues, not because he was weak, but because he is soft to 

his subjects. And the longtime the Jama'at took on the course of jihad had 

rendered them on the defensive in some quotas instead of their usual 

offensive nature. Consequently, smaller problems had changed to bigger 

ones, parable, the rebels of Kotorkoshi had some unrest (which was later 

neutralized by Sarkin Musulmi Aliyu Babba). Roads are occasionally 

unsafe, one prince of  Hadejia had engineered a coup and had been 

attacking his neighbors such as Kano, Katagum. These are some of the 

issues met by Ahmadu Atiku when he ascended the throne (Johnston, 

1967).   On the other hand, Shehu Danfodiyo and his daughter Nana Asmau 

had been echoing that, a time will be unveil when one grandson of Shehu 

will resurfaced on the Sarkin Musulmi throne to deliver Justice and peace, 

revive Sunnah, and erase innovations throughout the Caliphate. This 

statement descended exactly on Amadu Atiku, the 5th Sarkin Musulmi (the 

5th Caliph) as said by Ulama (Islamic scholars) (Farid, 2005). 

After the 4th Sarkin Musulmi Aliyu Babba had passed on, an oath of 

allegiance was given to his cousin Ahmadu Atiku on 1859 A.D. He was 

turbaned at Wurno mosque, barely 2days after the death of his brother 

Aliyu Babba (the 4th Caliph). After his ascension on the throne he echoed 

his words include: 

• He ordered for following the Sunnah of  the Prophet and warned 

against innovations in religion 

• He exhorted people on the need to return to Allah, the Almighty 
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• He commands them to get prepared for continuation of Jihad to 

guard the Islamic religion (Jabo, 2008; Sarkingobir, 2020ab). 

 

Selected achievements during the time of Sarkin Musulmi Amadu Zaruku: 

the 5th Caliph 

Some of the achievements recorded during the time of Ahmadu as Caliph 

include: 

1. He laid down justice and eschewed any form of wrongness, 

oppression or injustice 

2. He warned all the oppressors and exhorted people to practice good 

(ma’aruf) and asked them to shun forbidden things (munkar). He is 

working with the saying of the Quran: You are the best community 

raised for mankind (in that), you command what is right and forbid 

what is wrong…. (Quran, 3:110). Alhadith said “ Whosoever of you 

see any wrong action, let him correct it with his hand; and if that is 

not possible, correct with his tonque; and if that is not possible, 

correct it in his heart; and that is the weakest degree of faith” 

3. He ensured peaceful coexistence among his subjects, villages, cities 

and emirates of the Caliphate (Abba et al., 2017). 

4. He participated in many military campaigns (wars) to protect the 

Caliphate and its subjects. Some of the wars which he led include: 

Yakin Karazun, Yakin Zandam, Yakin Tasawa (now located in Niger 

Republic. It is possible that he aimed at pockets of Gobirawa who 

regrouped and camped after been exiled from Alkalawa region), 

Yakin Arewa (Aimed at Kabawa of now Kebbi state), Yakin Sawwa 

ta Kasar Kabi(Sawwa is now in Kebbi state), Yakin Gummi (is now 

in Zamfara state), Yakin Ruwan Bore (of  now Zamfara state) (Abba 

et al., 2017) 

5. He sealed any gap that might become a nightmare to the Islamic 

Caliphate of Sokoto during his reign (Jabo, 2008; Sarkingobir, 

2020ab). 

6. He ensured the consolidation of the good legacies left by his 

predecessors 
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7. He successfully managed the internal challenges forth by contenders 

of the Caliphate stool, especially the Umar bn Buhari of Tambuwal 

(the brother of the deceased Sarkin Musulmi).  Amadu ensured that 

he sealed all the possible rifts among the Shehu family using his own 

strategies such as open policy, consultation and all-inclusive 

government. He appointed Umar bn Aliyu Babba as Sarkin Sudan 

WURNO (a very important position, and heir to the throne of Sarkin 

Musulmi). He carried people along through frequent consultation 

with elders and teachers such as Mallam Isah Maikware (the 

youngest son of  Shehu Danfodiyo), Mallam Saidu bn Bello (Sarkin 

Gandi), Nana Maryam (the daughter of Shehu Danfodiyo o). He 

appointed Mallam Saidu bn Bello as mayor of the Sokoto city (the 

position Amadu himself occupied before becoming Sarkin Musulmi) 

(Farid, 2005; Jabo, 2008; Abba et al., 2017; Sarkingobir, 2020ab). 

8. He succeeded in managing external issues. Parable, he succeeded in 

resolving the Buharia (Emir of Hadejia) case (Abba et al., 2017). 

9. He granted recognition to Umaru Nagwamatse as the Sarkin Sudan 

(king of the blacks) and owner of Kontagora Emirate(Abba et al., 

2017) 

10. It was during his time that a rift between the then arrowhead of 

Gobirawa, Sarkingobir Bawa Na Gwanki and a prince called 

DANGALADIMA Dan Halima occurred. As a result, Dan Halima was 

courted and declared wanted. Dan Halima fled and surrender to 

Sarkin Musulmi Amadu, who in turn appointed him to create a new 

town called Sabonbirni. Henceforth, Dan Halima and his people 

exerted loyalty to Sokoto Caliphate, and on the other hand served as 

opposition to Sarkingobir Bawa NaGwanki (who fled with the 

remaining unsubmissive Gobirawa). Dan Halima served as buffer 

between the Gobirawa and the Caliphate. This buffer was created by 

Sarkin Musulmi Amadu. Since then, the issue of Gobirawa uprisal 

was decisively solved and peace reigned (Johnston,1967; Abba et al., 

2017)  
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11. One of the issues that had confronted the predecessors of Ahmadu 

was the issue of the semi-normadic Sullubawa, who had been 

usually lawless and turbulent. Ahmadu solved this issue by making 

a treaty with them and giving his daughter for marriage to their 

leader. A son was sired from that union, who later became the leader 

of Sullubawa (Sarkin Sullubawa). Amadu ensured that, Sullubuwa 

became law abiding. They avoided uprisal, selling or buying of 

weapons or acting against the Caliphate. He settled some of them at 

Wamakko (which was initially established by Ummaru 

Nagwamatse, Amadu's brother who migrated to form Kontagora), 

Rekina, Danchadi during his time (Abba et al., 2017) 

12. Ahmadu was very good in politicking, open policies, consultations, 

and was known for firmness in the interest of Shari'a. He perfected 

about 8 military expeditions every year during the end of his reign 

as Sarkin Musulmi(Johnston,1967; Farid, 2005) 

13. His firmness and fitness can be glaring when he removed the Emir 

of Misau Usman in 1861 for the arbitrary dismissal of his office 

holders. These elucidate how he maintained firmness in actions, 

even in his relationship with his Emirates. Onetime, he had wanted 

to removed the then Emir of Daura Mamman Bello for refusing to 

pay homage to Sokoto after one year of Ahmadu's ascension.  Sarkin 

Musulmi decided to wage war on Daura to humble the Emir. It was 

the internunciary of Galadiman KATSINA that settled the situation. 

Galadiman KATSINA promised to bring the Emir of Daura to Amadu, 

which did and the matter was resolved amicably. Then, the 

assembled forces were directed and waged at Kandamka 

(northeastern Maradi of now Niger Republic) (Abba et al., 2017). 

14. His period was known for peace and security throughout the 

Emirates. Since, the Gobirawa were cancelled through Dan Halima, 

Sullubawa were rehabilated, the external frictions (such as Hadejia, 

Daura issues) and Kabbawa were fully dealt with. Roads and 

markets became securely enough. The projection of Shehu that, one 

of his grandson will come to lay justice and peace had befallen on 
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Ahmadu more than anybody in the history of Sokoto Sarakuna (Jabo, 

2008; Sarkingobir, 2020ab) 

15. The descendants of Ahmadu had been very important in the affairs 

of Sokoto Caliphate, and they continue to exert relevance. Attahiru 

and Maiturare, the children of Ahmadu became Sarkin Musulmi. 

Muhammadu Tambari, a grandson of Ahmadu became Sarkin 

Musulmi. Other descendants of Amadu can been found either living 

or holding leadership positions in places such as Sokoto, Maiyurno 

Sudan, Gwadabawa, Illela, Gada, Tangaza, CHIMMOLA, Gudu, ASARA, 

Wauru, Kaddi, KADADI, Kalaba, CHIMMOLA, etc (Tribenderana, 

1997) 

16. He mad teachers as his advisers. Parable, the forefront learned 

descendant ( Sheikh Dan Tafa) of Shehu was his special adviser and 

friend (Farid, 2005) 

 

On selected sons of Caliph Amadu Zaruku 

Sarkin Musulmi Ahmadu bore many sons and daughters, because of 

scarcity of data, only some are mentioned in this paper. Some of them 

include:  

• Sarkin Zamfaran Danchadi Abubakar Gugara (the eldest) 

• Sarkin Musulmi Attahiru Ahmad 

• Sarkin Musulmi Muhammadu Maiturare 

• Sarkin zamfara Ibrahimu 

• Sarkin Zamfara Abdullahi 

• Aliyu 

• Ummaru (Ummaru, 1999) 

 

The places where descendants of Caliph Ahmadu are living and having 

some leadership positions 

Caliph Ahmadu is one of the most blessed grandsons of Shehu Usman 

Danfodiyo. Ahmadu sired a family blessed with many eminent people. They 

play a very pivotal role in the affairs of Sokoto Caliphate yesterday and 

today. Their versatile nature in Sokoto before and after colonial invasion 
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had shade light more than any other group from the Atiku family. Presently, 

Attahiru Ahmad and Muhamadu Maiturare had succeeded in becoming 

Sarkin Musulmi. The history of Atikawa is always dominated largely by the 

activities of Ahmadu scions.  Some of the Ahmadu scions also had the 

opportunity of holding the title of Sarkin Zamfara, a position vested with 

overseeing the affairs of Zamfara, and had been participating as foreign 

ministers, and mayors of Sokoto City. Still Sarkin Zamfara served an 

internunciary role between the Sultan of Sokoto and governor of the state 

(Farid, 2005). 

On the other hand, the Ahmadu descendants are more inclined to the 

Northern region of the Sokoto Caliphate. A place (Chimmola) inhabited by 

Ahmadu himself as his Capital during his reign as Caliph and it was where 

he was buried. Chimmola is part of Degel (the Shehu’s destination) had 

been centre of training. It was from that Chimmola, Muhammadu 

Maiturare, the son of Ahmadu  left and carved out the largest land of 

Gwadabawa and made it his centre, to protect the Caliphate, which later 

became the centre of Amadu/ Atiku branch of Shehu’s family. This 

Gwadabawa was further repealed to yield Gwadabawa, tangaza, Gada,Gudu 

and Illela local governments with their envisaged districts (Sayudi and 

Boyd,1974; Sokoto State History Bureau, 1979; Jabo, 2008; Ayama, 2018; 

Sarkingobir, 2020ab; Sarkingobir, 2021ab).  

 

The death of  Caliph/ Sarkin Musulmi Amadu Zaruku 

The 5th Caliph died on Friday 1866 A.D. at Chimmola at the age of 60/61 

during Jumua’at prayer. He passed away after spending seven years, two 

months, and twenty days on the coveted throne (Jabo, 2008). 

 

Sarkin Musulmi Ahmadu Maichimmola: the owner  of Chimmola 

Presently, CHIMMOLA Ward is among the lands belonging to Muhammadu 

Maiturare Gwadabawa. It was the house of Sarkin Musulmi AHMADU Atiku. 

CHIMMOLA was famous during the jihad of Usmanu Danfodiyo. It was 

initially the base where Sarkin Gummi situated his army when he came to 

augment Sarkingobir Alkalawa Yunfa which was turned into a town by 
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Amadu Atiku (by the authority of Usman Danfodiyo) and utilized as Capital 

during the reign of Ahmadu on Caliphate throne. Chimmola is situated few 

kilometres from Dagel, the town of Shehu. It was haply believed to be an 

outskirt of Dagel. Shehu Danfodiyo used to lock himself in Chimmola to 

serve his God, in a move to shun the disturbance from some of his folks at 

Dagel. Therein, at Chimmola situated the tomb of Sarkin Musulmi Amadu 

(Sayudi and Boyd, 1974; Sokoto State History Bureau,1979; Jabo, 2008; 

Ayama, 2018; Sarkingobir, 2021ab).  Several people led the Chimmola 

ward as village heads or leaders they are echoed in the table below: 

 

Table 1: Showing the leaders of Chimmola from Atikawa house since its 
creation 
Serial 
number 

Name of leader Duration of 
reign 

Comment 

1 Amadu Atiku   Son of Sarkin 
Musulmi Atiku 

2 Magaji Atto   
3 Magaji Bello   
4 Muhammadu Kwasau 

DANGALADIMA 
1 year  

5 Sardauna Mahe 2 years  
6 Sardauna Muhammadu 

Zayyanu 
16 years Son of Sarkingobir 

Abdurrahman 
7 Sardauna Alu 6 years Son of Sarkingobir 

Abdurrahman 
8 Sardauna Namadina 23 years  
9 Maiakwai  1998-date  

 
In 2001, Sokoto state government under the leadership of Attahiru 
Bafarawa, Chimmola was carved out from Gwadabawa District and Mansur 
Abdulrahman (grandson of Sarkin Musulmi Maiturare) was appointed as 
Sarkingabas Chimmola. After the death of the first Sarkingabas, the 
successor is Ahmad Mansur (the eldest son of the deceased) (Ummaru, 
1999; Ayama, 2018).  
Conclusion  
Caliph Ahmadu had contributed immensely to the consolidation of Sokoto 
Caliphate. He achieved a lot. His major record was consolidation of justice 
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and sunnah, which led to most peaceful and justiced reign among the 
grandsons of Shehu/ Caliphs. 
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