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Abstract 
This study examined the influence of parents’ educational level on Access to 
Education in Maiduguri Metropolis, Borno State, Nigeria. The population of the 
study consisted of all senior secondary school students in which a sample size of 
three hundred and forty (340) was used. A self-developed questionnaire was 
used for data collection. A correlational research design was used. Data were 
analyzed using charts and Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation (PPMC). The 
findings of the study revealed that parents’ educational level has a significant 
influence on children's access to education. Based on these findings the following 
recommendations government should create awareness especially to those 
parents that are less educated to send their children to school.   
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Introduction  
Education is one of the fundamental human rights enshrined in the (1948) 
Universal Declaration on Human Right (UDHR). However, even though more than 
half a century since the adoption of 1948 UDHR, access to education in most 
developing countries is still a challenging issue. Nigeria is one of the developing 
countries that still battle with the issue of access to education. Nigeria Education 
Data Survey NEDS (2010) revealed that Nigeria has an estimate of 11.8 million 
children age 5-16 that have never attended any forms of education. Similarly, 
Agile (2018) noted that access to education has become a thoughtful issue of 
discussion in Nigeria.   
Access to educational opportunities as enshrined in the constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria (1999) is a right of every citizen in Nigeria. The 
National Policy on Education (NPE) (1998, 2004, 2008 and 2013) stressed that 
every Nigerian child shall have full access to quality education. Nigeria 
philosophy of education therefore, based on the development of the individual 
into a sound and effective citizen, the full integration of the individual into the 
community, and the provision of equal access to educational opportunities for all 
citizens of the country at primary, secondary and tertiary levels both inside and 
outside the formal school system.  
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There are five main philosophical goals which Nigeria education seeks to 
promote. These are building of free, compulsory and the universal primary 
education, free secondary education, free University education: and free adult 
literacy program (FGN, 2014). Despite all this constitutional policy statement, 
obstacles to access to educational opportunities in Nigeria remain an issue.   
What then is access to education? The concept of access to education has been 
examined from different dimensions according to Okeke (2009) access means 
free and unlimited, unhindered and unfettered opportunities at each level of 
education to obtain knowledge, skills, and abilities available at that level needed 
to optimally participate and contribute to development in the society. He goes on 
to state that this definition of access to education covers the threshold of access 
or enrolling, attending and completing and possibly transiting to the appropriate 
level of education. Thus, lack of access to education or “barrier to educational 
access” means any of the following: failing to enrol in an educational institution; 
lack of opportunities to attend school regularly, inability to complete the 
prescribed program of study (leading to school dropouts), inability to attain a set 
goal, and inability to transit to the next level of education (Aluede, Idogho & 
Inonike, 2012).  
Parent’s level of education is important to schooling as parents want their 
children to maintain the status quo (Mallam, 2009). It also believed that parents 
with higher educational level have stronger confidence in their children's 
academic ability and they also have a higher expectation for their children. They 
expect that their child will earn good grades, behave well in school and attend 
higher institutions. This expectation and confidence in their children motivate 
them to do well at school compared to children whose parents have a lower 
educational background.  
Eccles (2015) in Akanbi (2018) posited that children learn by example often 
through observation at home. If children are reading books, attending good 
educational classes and taking them along to the museum, libraries, all activities 
educated parents carry out or they are engaging the child in several direct 
learning experiences that will help them to achieve the best in education. Many 
research studies showed that parents of higher educational level are more 
engaged in their children's education as compared to the parents of the lower 
educational level and that greater parental participation and involvement 
promote more positive attitudes towards school, improve homework habit, 
reduces absenteeism and dropping out and adherences enhances academic 
achievement. A study conducted by Janes (2012 in Haddabi, 2018) showed that 
parental educational level exposed the clearest pattern of variation in students’ 
attitudes towards school and post-school options.  
John, (2012) pointed out that, most of the educated parents have this belief that 
the higher the educational level of their children, the better their chance of 
securing well-paid jobs in the society. In this regard, it has created an educational 
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imbalance in society. Most educated parents invest in the education of their 
children than that of illiterate parents. They provide their children with every 
necessary factor responsible for fostering the learning process towards good 
academic achievement. This is exactly where illiterate parents fail to do.   
Parents’ level education is also an important determinant of health care and 

sanitation in a household. This is re ected, among other things, in infant and 

child mortality levels that are much lower for the children of better-educated 

mothers (Schultz, 1999). Better health status (for instance, lower levels of 

stunting) is in turn translated into greater success at school, thereby bringing 

positive feedback to education itself in the next generation. Similarly, parental 

education – and again, particularly that of the mother – also in uences the 

support that parents can give to children, improving the quality and success of 

education in the next generation. The education of girls has a further strong and 

very important effect on the role of women in society. It tends to draw more 

women into the labour market. This increase in female labour force participation 

expands income-earning opportunities for many households and better utilizes 

the labour, skills, and talents of women.  

It is important to examine the variables that constitute obstacles or barriers to 

children’s access to education. Some of these obstacles may be socio-economic 

determinants such as parental education level, income, occupation and family 

size. It is against this backdrop that this study examined the influence of parent’s 

educational level on children's access to education in Maiduguri metropolis of 

Borno state, Nigeria.  

 

Methodology  

A correlational research design was adopted in this study. The target population 

of this study consists of out-of-school children in Maiduguri Metropolis, Borno 

state while the sample of the study was 340 respondents using purposive 

sampling technique. A questionnaire was used for data collection in this study. 

The instrument was pilot tested to ascertain the reliability using test-retest 

method with 0.82 value of Cronbach’s alpha.   

 
Results and Discussion  
Table 1: Frequency and percentage distribution of the respondents based on 
gender  

S/N  GENDER  FREQUENCY  PERCENTAGE  

1 MALE  313    84.37%  
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2 FEMALE  57    15.36%  
  TOTAL  371    100%  

SOURCE: Field 2019  
Table 1 revealed that 313 of the parents representing 84.37% of the respondents 
are male while 57 representing 15.36% of the respondents are female. Therefore, 
the majority of the respondents involved in this study are male respondents.  
 
Figure 1: Bar-chart showing educational level of the parents   
 

  
SOURCE: Field 2019  
 

The results from figure two revealed that 19.14% of the respondents had 

Qur’anic education,  

10.78% of the respondents have first school leaving certificate, 26.15% of 

the respondents are senior secondary school leavers, 24.26% of the 

respondents are either NCE or diploma holders,  

15.63% are first degree holders while only 4.04% of the parents are higher 

degree holders.  

 

Influence of Parent Educational Level and children access to education  
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Pearson Product Moment Correlation was used to test the influence of 

parents’ educational level and children’s access to education and the 

summary of the analysis is presented in table 3 below:  

Table 3: Summary of the Pearson Product Moment Correlation on the 

relationship between parents’ level of education and children’s access to 

education in Maiduguri  

Metropolis, Borno State  
Variable     N         r        p-value  Remark  

Parents educational level  

  

Children access to education  

340  

  

 340  

  

0.615  

  

0.00  

  

Reject H0 1  

SOURCE: Field 2019  

 

Results from table 3 above revealed that there is positive moderate 

relationship between parents level of education and children access to 

education with Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient (r = 

0.615). The result further revealed that, relationship is statistically 

significant as indicated by the p-value of 0.00 which is less than the level of 

significant (α = 0.05). Therefore, hypothesis one is rejected and hence 

parents' level of education has a significant influence on children access to 

education.  

 

Conclusion and Recommendation  

The study established that parents’ educational level has a great influence 

on children's access to education. Children from educated families had 

higher chances of access to education. In the order hand, children from less 

educated parents had less chance of being in school. The study therefore 

recommended that, government should create awareness especially to 

those parents that are less educated to send their children to school. 

Government should make sure that free and compulsory education is fully 

implemented in the state so that children of school age will have free access 

to education.   
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