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ABSTRACT 

Insecurity has become a major threat hampering development across 

countries in the world. Nigeria in recent time has witnessed unprecedented 

level of insecurity manifested in the Boko Haram insurgency in the North East, 

militancy in the Niger DELTA, farmers/herders conflict in the North West, 

series of kidnappings across. The country etc. this paper examines the various 

issues associated with insecurity in Nigeria and how successive governments 

have tried to tackle the issue. Data was generated from secondary sources and 

a interview conducted. Findings suggested that insecurity is one of the major 

factors that have retarded Nigeria’s growth and development. The paper 

recommends among other things that the Federal Government should 

formulate and effectively implement policies and programmes capable of 

addressing the root causes of insecurity in Nigeria such as poverty, 

unemployment, environmental degradation, uneven development among 

others.        
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INTRODUCTION 

In modern history, internal strife has burdened Africa's most populous nation, 

Nigeria. After independence, Nigeria experienced frequent coups and long 

periods of autocratic military rule from 1966 until 1999 when a democratic 

civilian government was established. 

The past fifty years, in particular, have witnessed numerous coups as well as 

regional, religious, ethnic and secessionist violence. Another reason for 
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insecurity is the act of piracy in the Niger Delta which seems to have 

characterized much of the current period of democracy. In the past two years, 

however, new forms of discord, distrust, have emerged in which religious 

extremists, armed militant, and ethnic militia groups threaten to bring about 

greater insecurity than those that preceded them. The older forms of militia 

groups have metamorphous into armed groups and have intensified their 

activities. 

Recently, there have been high incidences of insecurity that have resulted in 

deaths and psychological trauma for individuals and families in the country. 

This requires the citizens to be much more security conscious considering the 

threat by religious extremists to bring about greater insecurity than those that 

preceded them. 

Other security indices also include the persistent tension between the north 

and the south of Nigeria, growing unrest in the Niger Delta area and other 

parts of the country resulting in rise in violent incidents and kidnappings. 

Ethnic tensions, religious differences, unemployment and numerous social 

and political grievances are all fuelling the unrests in Nigeria and contributing 

to flashpoints for violence and creating insecurity in the country. 

This places the current insecurity in Nigeria in context by defining and 

reviewing the causes, effect and the rise in violent incidences which have 

characterized the Nigerian society in recent times; highlight the challenges; 

assess its political, religious and cultural implications to the nation. Let us 

begin with understanding the terms which are frequently referred to in this 

paper.        

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE PAPER 

The main objective of this paper is to examine the issue of insecurity and its 

effect on the socio-economic development in Nigeria. Accordingly 

manifestation of insecurity as well as the efforts of successive/governments 

in trying to curb the menace were examined.                

 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

SECURITY 

Security is simply the existence of conditions within which individuals in a 

society can go about their normal daily activities without any form of threat 



 

SSAAR (JASUD); Journal of                                                    September, 2020 

African Sustainable Development  

73 | P a g e  
 

Editions 

to lives and property (Igbuzor, 2011). Anything devoid of this constitutes a 

challenge to security. Worthy of notes 

Security is the freedom from danger or threat to a nation's ability to protect 

and develop itself, promote its cherished values and legitimate interest... And 

enhance the well-being of its people. Thus, security is the freedom from or the 

absence of those tendencies which could undermine internal cohesion and the 

corporate existence of a nation and its ability to maintain its vital institutions 

for the promotion of its core values... as well as freedom from danger to life 

and property (Oche, 2001). 

To other scholars, security is the absence of threat to acquire values or 

tendencies that would undermine national cohesion and peace as criteria for 

the determination of the meaning of security. Security is the condition or 

feeling of safety from harm or danger, the defense, protection and absence of 

threat to acquire values (Wolfers 1962) 

"Security has to do with freedom from danger or with threats to a nation's 

ability to protect and develop itself, promote its cherished values and 

legitimate interests and enhance the well-being of its people. Thus, internal 

security could be seen as the freedom from or the absence of those tendencies 

which could undermine internal cohesion and the cooperate existence of the 

nation and its ability to Maintain its vital institutions for the promotion of its 

core values and sociopolitical and economic objectives, as well as meet the 

legitimate aspirations of the people. 

Internal security also implies freedom from danger to life and prosperity" 

(Imobighe cited in Oche 2001:76-77). 

Various scholars across the globe have postulated differing viewpoints on the 

concept of security; According to the United  Nations  Development 

Programme      (1994) human security could be defined as protection from 

hidden and hurtful    disruptions in the daily activities, at homes, offices or 

communities. That is, security is the state of being safe and secure from 

danger, it could also be protection from chronic threats such as hunger, 

disease, and repression. 

Williams (2008) who sees security from the socio-political perspective 

averred that security involves the capacity to pursue cherished political and 

social ambitions. That is, security is socio-political in nature as without 

security there can be no political stability and consequently social activities 

will be in chaos. Palme (1992) argues that there is a connection between 
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security and survival. For him, security is a basic condition for the survival of 

human beings. Thus, security is synonymous to freedom from danger, fear and 

doubt among others. In the views of Otto and Ukpere (2012), security relates 

to the presence of peace, safety, happiness and the protection of human and 

physical resources or the absence of crisis. Thus, security encompasses all 

approach toward safeguarding human as well as material resources in the 

state against, all forms of aggressions or violent conduct. 

 

INSECURITY 

Insecurity is the extreme opposite of security. The importance of this is that it 

is pertinent to conceptualize security before insecurity. Buzan (1991) sees 

insecurity as political, economic, social and environmental threat that affects 

the individual as well as the state at national and international levels. 

Insecurity as an antithesis of security refers to .a condition that exists due to 

lack of effective measures put in place to protect individuals, information and 

property against hostile persons, influences and actions. Insecurity is simply 

a situation in which individuals in a given society cannot go about their daily 

activities as a result of threat to and harmful disruption of their lives and 

property. 

 

INSECURITY IN NIGERIA  

One of the major setbacks to development in Nigeria is insecurity. Until very 

recently, plethora of explanations on the crawling pace of development in 

Nigeria tends to pay infinitesimal attention to the centrality of security to 

national development. It is no surprise therefore that since 1999 when Nigeria 

returned to civil rule insecurity tends' to have hampered national 

development. Security is evidently the pillar upon which every meaningful 

development could be achieved and sustained. 

In view of the above theses, one can posit that Nigeria in recent times has 

witnessed an unprecedented level of insecurity. Inter and intra-communal 

and ethnic clashes, ethno religious violence, armed robbery, assassination, 

murder, gender-based violence, and bomb explosion have been on the 

increase leading to enormous loss of life and property and a general 

atmosphere of siege and social tension for the populace (Ibrahim and Igbuzor, 

2002:2). While communities and ethno-regional and religious groups fight 

each other, state agents and party officials have been involved in the 
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perpetration of violence and destruction as reflected in the Odi, Benue, Jos and 

Rivers crises  

 

MANIFESTATIONS OF INSECURITY IN NIGERIA 

ETHNO-RELIGIOUS CONFLICTS 

Communal and societal conflicts according to (Ibrahim, J. and Igbuzor, O., 

2002) have emerged as a result of new and particularistic forms of political 

consciousness and identity often structured around ethno-religious identities. 

In all parts of Nigeria, ethno- religious conflicts have assumed alarming rates. 

It has occurred in. places like Shagamu ,(0gun State),Lagos, Abia, Kano, 

Bauchi, Nassarawa, Jos, Taraba, Ebonyi, Benue, Kogi, Zamfara and Enugu State 

respectively and it is unknown which state will be the next one. Groups and 

communities who had over the years lived together in peace and harmony 

now take up arms against each other in gruesome war". This is usually over 

land disputes, boundaries, classification of settlers and indigenes, Christians 

and Muslims and Osu (slave) and Ndialia (free born). Ethno-religious conflicts 

have been identified as another major source of insecurity in Nigeria. Ethno-

religious conflicts exist when the social relations between members of one 

ethnic or religious group and another of such group in a multi-ethnic and 

multi-religious society is characterized by lack of cordiality, mutual suspicion 

and fear, and a tendency towards violent confrontations to settle grievances. 

 

POLITICALLY BASED VIOLENCE: 
The anxiety is as a result of perceived or real loss of power by an elite stratum. 
Put different the quest for political power is among those elites that won it 
before, those that lost it and those who want it back. Currently, politicians are 
already strategizing about the control and retention of power come 2019 
elections. To this end, inter and intra-political party conflicts have become rife 
in which politicians are deploying large resources to out-do each other, 
changing the rules and legislations of the political game, distorting law and 
employing violence and political assassination to settle political scores. This 
will pose a security threat to the society. Most of such people will always 
resort to using armed bandits to kidnap, assassinate and a reflection of 
militancy. 
 

ECONOMIC-BASED VIOLENCE: 

Recent writings in the mass media across the globe and across political divide 

have laid much emphasis on the role of resources in generating conflict which 
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is a major cornerstone of economic-based violence. Cries of resource control 

and revenue sharing regularly rent the air between proponents and 

opponents. Although by no means limited to oil in the Niger Delta, the most 

prevalent campaign about the link between resources and conflict focuses on 

oil and the Delta region. Put differently, there is evidence to suggest that oil 

has given rise to vertical and horizontal conflicts between National, State and 

society or between dominant and subordinate geopolitical zones, classes and 

groups across Nigeria, given the pivotal role that oil plays in the restructuring 

power relations in Nigeria. 

It is however true that other types of resource driven conflicts have received 

less attention in the debate. Assets such as grazing and farming and water 

resource, have tended to give rise to horizontal conflicts that involve 

communities across the geo-political zones. All of this is because of the 

economic power attached. Although by no means limited to oil in the Niger 

Delta, the most prevalent campaign about the link between resources and 

conflict focuses on oil and the Delta region. It is however true that other types 

of resource driven conflicts have received less attention in the debate. Assets 

such as grazing and farming and water resource, have tended to give rise to 

horizontal conflicts that involve communities across the geo-political zones. 

 

ORGANIZED VIOLENT GROUPS: 

Organized violent groups take varying dimension and forms. These include: 

ethnic militia, vigilantes, secret cults in tertiary institutions and political 

thugs. Various reasons and circumstances account for their emergence. The 

causes of the manifestations include the culture of militarism that has its 

antecedents in military rule, the failure of the state and its institutions, 

economic disempowerment, the structure of the state and Nigeria's 

federalism, non-separation of state and religion, politics of exclusion, culture 

of patriarchy and gerontocracy and ignorance and poor political 

consciousness (Ibrahim, J. and Igbuzor, O., 2002). 

At this point however, it is pertinent to note that at this time, all security 

agencies need serious overhaul, it is significant to stress that merely 

overhauling the police and other security agencies or equipping them cannot 

guarantee the security of lives and property of socio- economic insecurity is 

allowed to loom large, forcing many to seek existence even through fraudulent 

and violent means that endangers the wellbeing of others. 
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CAUSES OF INSECURITY 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

Every responsible Government would first ensure that the area of 

employment for the youth is of paramount importance. A society where there 

is so much Idleness is a "working workshop" of the devil as long as youth have 

nothing doing. They are susceptible to accepting any other offer to ensure that 

livelihood continues not minding what it takes. Such people become available 

tools for use in the hands of religious and ethnic Bigots. For example, when an 

individual sees children of the rich flaunting their wealth all over the place 

while he has been unemployed for so long he gets convinced by bad influence 

and could decide to go into kidnapping with the hope of making quick money 

by demanding ransoms. 

 

CORRUPTION: 

The country is becoming one of the most dreaded places on earth with 

insurgency assuming centre stage. No day passes in Nigeria without the news 

of one form of bombing or the other. Kidnapping has also become the order of 

the day with the Chibok kidnapping of over 200 school girls in Bomo State and 

the recent kidnapping of over 100 girls in dapchi, Yobe state followed by 

subsequent kidnapping of other women including children and young men. 

These spates of abductions are currently generating global attention. Nigeria 

has become almost a pariah state as a result of insecurity. In addition to the 

problem of insecurity, Nigeria ranks as one of the most corrupt countries in 

the world and behind every ill in the society is corruption. After Independence 

four decades ago, it was believed that the country would be ushered into the 

promised land of milk and honey, but this has become a mirage and mere 

wishful thinking. Rather, Nigerian politicians are rated as one of the most 

corrupt officials in the world, a lot of foreign investors have steered clear of 

Nigeria because of the level of corruption among politicians in Nigeria. Instead 

of proffering solutions to the issues of insecurity plaguing Nigeria they rather 

make money out of a bad situation. Most political leaders are more concerned 

about the monetary value they will get from the post they hold and have little 

or no interest in developing its community. Embezzling public funds has thus 

gained popularity with virtually no consequence to the culprit. This breed's 

financial insecurity via increased poverty as monies meant to, better the lives 

of the people fails to reach them. 
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POOR POLICIES: 

The economic policies pursued by the government do not reflect the interest 

of the masses who have remained exploited, dominated and poor. Since their 

true representative were not in power due to mass rigging and insistence that 

those same few remain there and their major reason for being there is to fill 

their own pockets and not to solve the problem of the masses. The majority 

has no way of controlling the use of resources. The industrial sector is not left 

behind in this crisis, because the sector does not generate much employment 

due to poor infrastructure and electricity supply. Agriculture was also in crisis 

due to rudimentary farming methods Obadan (2009). 

 

INBALANCED DEVELOPMENT/ POVERTY: 

Poverty is another cause of insecurity in Nigeria. It is a well-known fact that 

millions of Nigerians are unemployed and live in extreme poverty earning less 

than one-dollar par day. The effect of this is that it generates antagonism 

among the classes that is the class of rich and that of poor and consequently 

increased the insecurity of lives and properties in the country. 

There is an uneven pace of development in different parts of the country. 

Areas perceived as the oil rich region, have its people looking out for more in 

terms of development and when this doesn't happen, they feel cheated and 

would often want to take laws into their hands via vandalization of oil 

pipelines in a bid to claim their right. This endangers and raises insecurity 

amongst the people. The nations resources should be viewed as owned by all 

and the government should deliver equal development to all regions of the 

party. 

 

PROLIFERATION OF ARMS AND AMMUNITIONS: 

Several arms hauls have been seized at our air and sea ports, some in very 

large quantities. This is not good for the country. These arms and ammunition 

end up in the hands of criminals who apply same in their nefarious activities 

in the country thereby making life insecure for the people of their locality. 

 

EFFECTS OF INSECURITY IN NIGERIA: 

1. As Nigeria struggles with the army of unemployed youth of about 

24%, companies in their numbers are closing down operations in 

the north and relocating to other African countries for fear of loss 
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of lives and properties. And the few remaining companies operate 

on skeletal bases. For instance, a top management of a 

manufacturing company disclosed that their production plant in the 

North, which in recent past operated three times a week, now 

operates once a month because of fear of insecurity. Construction 

workers and expatriates providing specialized services on various 

projects in some northern states had fled the region. This 

development has multiplied the number of unemployed youth 

roaming the street and has become an easy tool for violence. This 

scenario has not only deepened the existing unemployment rate but 

also paint-s a gloomy picture of poverty. 

2. Education they say is the bedrock of social economic development. 

The Islamic militants have serially attacked students and facilities 

in educational institutions in different northern states of the 

country.  Over time, a lot of schools have shut down their academic 

programmes. This has drastically impacted    the teaming     number    

of    students    seeking    admission into      academic institutions at 

all levels.    For example, University of Maiduguri, one of the most 

affordable universities in Nigeria which is known for turning down 

admission of student because of quality and    to    avoid 

overcrowding   of   facility, now   solicits   for   admission   through   

different media outreach. 

3. Also recently, a respondent survey shows that a lot of students have 

vowed never to participate in the compulsory one year National 

Youth Service Corps (NYSC) programme if posted to the northern 

part of the country. Those who were inadvertently posted to the 

north redeployed immediately after three weeks of mandatory 

camping. This development therefore defeats the core mandate of 

setting up the Act of NYSC in 1973. 

4. The   growth   of foreign   direct   investment   in   tourism   sector   

had   been adversely affected as some immigration departments of 

countries in Europe and America have issued warnings to their 

citizens who wish to visit Nigeria to be aware of the security 

problem in the country. Not only did insecurity in the country 

affects foreign direct investment, it also affects business confidence 
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as many companies  lost confidence in establishing businesses in 

some parts of the country. 

5. As security situation in the country becomes more worrisome, the 

respect of   Nigeria   in   the   eyes   of the   international   community   

diminishes.   It engenders stiffer conditions in bilateral relations.  If 

urgent steps are not taken to address this ugly trend, it will 

negatively affect all the indices of development and the quest for 

millennium development goal, and vision 2020 will be a mirage. 

 

EFFORTS BY GOVERNMENT TO COMBAT INSECURITY IN NIGERIA 

In 2015, when the Buhari's administration took office, much of North Eastern 

Nigeria lay beneath the palpable shadow of the terrorist group. In the two and 

half years since then, the military has done some attempts to reclaiming 

Nigerian territory, rescuing tens of thousands of civilians, efforts to root out 

Boko Haram, Niger Delta unrest. Today the group is a shadow of itself, forced 

to resort  to cowardly suicide bombings and other attacks on soft targets. 

Boko haram was not the only security challenges inherited by this 

government when there took office in 2015, Cattle rustling, pronounced in the 

Northwest; clashes between farmers and herdsmen in the North Central 

region in particular and spreading out to other regions of Nigeria, militant 

activities in the South-South and parts of the South west, simmering ethnic 

agitation in the South east, and kidnapping across the entire country. There 

was also Islamic Movement of Nigeria (IMN) in the North West, increasingly 

emboldened to challenge the authority of the State. 

The security agencies have been deliberate and determined in their 

responses, prioritizing the anti-terrorism campaign. Understandably, as Boko 

Haram has receded in the public consciousness - in the 2017 Global Terrorism 

Index reported that deaths from terrorism dropped 80 percent in Nigeria in 

2016; the biggest ever decrease worldwide - other security challenges have 

shuffled forward to take the place of Boko Haram threats. 

This does not mean that these challenges are newly-emergent. What is new, is 

the approach and determination to contain these threats and protect the lives 

and property of all Nigerians. This determination can mostly be seen in the 

way the security agents in particular have dealt with Boko Haram and several 

of the threats in parts of the country. 
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Over the last three years, some of Nigeria's deadliest criminal kingpins have 

been arrested or killed. Khalid al-Barnawi, head of the al-Qaeda linked Ansaru 

terror group, and one of the most wanted terrorist in the world, arrested in 

kogi state in April 2016; Kidnap kingpin Evans (arrested in Lagos State), 

Dracula (arrested in Delta), Vampire (arrested in Imo 2017). One of the more 

recent ones is Don Waney, cultist and mastermind of the New Year's day 

attack in Rivers State, killed during a joint operation by the military and the 

DSS sometime in December, 2017. 

Since the beginning of the year following the massacre in Guma and Logo local 

governments in Benue, the issue of violence by suspected herdsmen has 

dominated national attention. 

 

ROLE OF CORRUPTION IN FIGHTING INSECURITY 

It is widely understood that corruption is a major hindrance to effective 

implementation of attempts by government to curb insecurity in Nigeria, this 

is widely understood by the way corrupt officials divert funds meant for and 

released by government to their individual pockets which results to 

inadequate availability of arms to fight insecurity. This was prevalent in the 

North east in the implementation of Governments fight against Boko Haram, 

this resulted in unprecedented defeat by the Boko haram insurgents due to 

lack of enough arms and ammunitions to fight on the side of Government. 

Security votes released by Government at all levels are also diverted from the 

original plan for it. 

These effects of corruption on government's efforts to curb insecurity has 

allowed insecurity to persist in Nigeria till date. 

 

POOR INTELLIGENCE NETWORK 

Because of diversion of funds the Nigerian security system has a very poor 
intelligent network, in Benue state before the mass killings, it was reported 
that the state Governor cried out several days before the killings about the 
arrival of Fulani herdsmen in truckloads, and planned attacks and they was 
no intelligence mapping to effectively and timely deal with the issue hence the 
killing of hundreds of innocent citizens. 
 

LACK OF ARMED PERSONNEL 

It is evident that security forces in Nigeria do not have enough personnel to 

be used to fight insecurity in Nigeria, consequent!, the Nigerian armed men 
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are usually overpowered thereby rendering the whole exercise fruitless, and 

this is because a larger part of the armed men are posted to guard individual 

companies and other offices of government. 

 

CONCLUSION  

This paper shows that Nigeria is faced with the menace of insecurity evident 

in the crisis we have had over the years till date ranging from terrorist attacks, 

kidnappings, ethnic clashes, currently trending Fulani herdsmen menace to 

unrests we've had on many fronts. It has been deduced that the problem of 

insecurity is an outcome of frustrated expectations which have bred 

aggression. The way the nation is structured paved way for frustration and 

that people are forced to express their frustration through various degrees of 

anti-social behavior including violent responses that are directed at those 

perceived to be responsible for their situation or are readily available to be 

used to perpetrate destruction by corrupt political agents. This study 

uncovers that Bad governance, corruption and other factors as stated herein 

are responsible for the mass insecurity in the country today. 

The longer this drags on the further away the country drift from the path of 

sustainable development and the standard of living and welfare of its citizenry 

deteriorate. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
To   get   out   of   this   quagmire, the paper hereby make the following and 

recommendations: 

The Federal Government (FG) should   formulate and effectively   implement 

policies and programmes    capable    of addressing    the    root    causes    of 

insecurity     in      Nigeria     such   as   poverty,   unemployment,   environmental 

degradation,    dearth of infrastructural   facilities, uneven development, 

among others. 

The FG should reorganize the country's intelligence system and build a 

capable and more proactive security apparatus in Nigeria. This will add more 

values in checking incessant bombings, robbery, kidnapping and violent 

crimes/crises by hoodlums in the country. 

The government should phase out the National Poverty Eradication 

Programme (NAPEP) and establish a more viable and result-oriented agency 

capable of addressing the problem of abject poverty among large population 

of Nigerians, particularly those residing in the rural areas. 
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The government should resuscitate the National Directorate of Employment 

(NDE) and reposition the agricultural sector so as to play active role in job 

creation for Nigerian youths. 

There is the need for collective security arrangement  by the federal, state and     

local   governments      in     Nigeria.      This  arrangement   should produce   a  

committee at village, community,  local, state and  federal levels with the 

responsibility of providing sensitive security information for security 

agencies  at their areas of operation.  This will ultimately assist in identifying 

criminals, their sponsors and hideouts in the country. 

The issue of citizenship or who is qualified to be an indigene of a particular 

community or    state     should     be    urgently     reviewed     by    the    federal 

government. This is    important because, a Nigerian   who has lived   up to 20 

years in a given community should not be regarded  and  treated   as  a  non-

indigene   in   the area.   This step will ultimately reduce discrimination and 

crisis in many parts of Nigeria. 

As this phenomena rises so also is the increase in violence and crime making 

the country insecure. This has been identified by scholars and leaders alike. 

Also an insecure environment will definitely result in job lose.    Government 

should therefore tackle and arrest youth restiveness by investing on job 

creation. 
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