
 

SSAAR (JASUD); Journal of                                                    September, 2020 

African Sustainable Development  

285 | P a g e  
 

Editions 

 

 

 

CHALLENGES OF INSECURITY IN ADAMAWA STATE; NEW DIRECTION FOR 

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT TRANSFORMATION IN NIGERIA  

 

 
MOHAMMED IBRAHIM GIREI, PhD 
Agricultural Education Department, Federal College of Education Yola, 
Adamawa state, Nigeria. 

 
Abstract 

The paper examined that; Agriculture is the main and largest sector of the 

economy in Nigeria. While the majority of the population depends on 

agricultural production as there means of livelihood. The rural dwellers 

constitute the majority of the population and produce about 90% of the food 

supply in the country, and majority of these farmers are small scale producers, 

rural development stands the most powerful tools for poverty reduction, 

ensuring food security, economic growth and environmental sustainability. 

However it is noted that no development can be thrives in the state of 

insecurity and hence insurgency has significantly reduced the population of 

the rural dwellers (farmers) some were killed while others were displaced, 

and destroyed farm resources for both crops and animals and most of the 

infrastructures like health care facilities, bridge’s, schools, bore holes, markets 

etc. were also completely destroyed. Kidnapping and demanding for payment 

as ransom is so rampart in the north eastern part of the country and many 

innocent farmers were killed as a result of delay or lack of payment of the 

demanded ransom. Necessary recommendations were made such as for 

government and Non-Governmental organizations (NGOs) to brings to an end 

all the security challenges facing the country and to rehabilitate the 

infrastructure’s that were destroyed in the affected areas: there is a need to 

mobilized food and other relief materials across the region in an attempt to 

reduced hunger across the affected areas, to ensure that adequate intelligence 

gathering by the security personnel’s are intensified, as the means of 

addressing security challenges confronting the nation. Also, border patrol 

should be efficient and effective in order to regulate the influx of the 

immigrants. etc  
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Introduction 

Agriculture plays a central role in the economic development of a nation. In 

spite the tremendous agricultural potentiality in Nigeria, the rural dwellers 

constitute the majority of the population and produce about 90% of the food 

supply in the country, and majority of these farmers are small scale producers 

(Gani and Adeoti, 2011). Therefore, peace and security in the   rural areas is 

an issue of both social and economic importance in Nigeria. Rural 

development is one of the most powerful tools for poverty reduction, ensuring 

food security, economic growth and environmental sustainability (synergia 

2016). Reliable evidence and recognition have shown that what matters for 

human development, more than natural resources and man-made physical 

capital, is the capability of people to be effective and productive economic 

agents, that is, human capital. However, most studies on the subject establish 

that the education and skills of agricultural farmers are significant factors in 

explaining the inter-farm and inter-country differences in agricultural 

performance, alongside with the more conventional factors such as 

availabilities of farm inputs, credit, natural resources like water, land etc.( 

Wiley 1995). 

With the shrinking of per caput agricultural resources following demographic 

growth, in relation with other factors of production in the developing 

countries projected to be increasing at positive (though declining) growth 

rates and with the share of young generation also continuing to grow, the task 

of upgrading the literacy, skills and other capabilities of the agriculturalist is 

enormous, for coping with both the increases in numbers and the backlog 

inherited from the past. Moreover, the increasingly binding character of 

natural resource scarcities imposes severe limits on the extent to which 

production increases through expansion of extensive agriculture. The 

generation, diffusion of technology and management capabilities for more 

intensive and modernized agriculture and supporting services become 

imperative. This can only be achieved through upgrading the kind of human 

resources employed in agriculture (Wiley 1995).  

However, it is noted that no human and social development can be thrive in 

the state of insecurity. In recent years, Boko Haram and kidnappers has 
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created widespread of fear, displacement, destructions of properties and 

massive killing of innocent residents across northern Nigeria, initiated 

tensions among various ethnic communities, interrupted developmental and 

general activities, frightened off investors, and generated concerns among 

Nigeria’s northern neighbors. They are responsible for the daily attacks in 

Borno, Yobe and Adamawa states. And they were behind the several attacks 

in Kano, Gombe and Abuja where they killed many innocent Nigerians. Boko 

Haram’s attack on churches and mosques are mainly upsetting because they 

are intended to aggravate religious tensions and upset the nation’s economic 

and social cohesion (Adebayo 2014). 

 
Consequences of insurgency on Agricultural and Human Development in 
Nigeria 
Boko Haram insurgency has led to significant population displacements and 

destructions of viable economic resources in the country more particularly in 

the northeastern state and distance many resource farmers from their usual 

livelihood activities (mainly agricultural activities). This has led to a drastic 

reduction in food production, marketing of agricultural products as well as 

marketing of farm inputs and increased the number of unemployed, because 

large number of farmers had abandoned their farms; some farms were at 

harvesting stage. Thousands Farms animals were killed; this affected the 

entire economy and resulted to a serious food insecurity not only in the 

affected area but to the entire country.  

Furthermore, general infrastructure’s like schools, electrification, market, 

bridges, places of worship (Mosques and Church’s) were destroyed. Tari et al 

(2016) observed that insurgency in the northern Adamawa State resulted to: 

Malnutrition especially among children is at higher level, the number of food 

insured households is still alarming, Agricultural sector tend to suffer more as 

a result of the insurgents activities in the area. 

Adebayo (2014) state that some experts believe there are no standards 

measure to quantify the damage to the economy. Many children have died, and 

many have been become orphans due to the Boko Haram onslaught that killed 

their parents, while such children continue to suffer deprivation. Many 

families have been scattered, and their ambitions cut short. In terms of 

properties, the scenes of each bomb blast present a scenario of massive waste 

and destruction. As such, some have concluded that any figure that is thrown 

up from any source may be a scratch on the surface. 
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The Boko Haram insurgents have been severally called terrorists in many 

quarters. According to the United States Department of Defense, terrorism is 

“the calculated use of unlawful violence or threat of unlawful violence to 

inculcate fear; intended to coerce or to intimidate governments or societies in 

the pursuit of goals that are generally political, religious or ideological”. 

Inherent in this definition are the three key elements of violence, fear, and 

intimidation. All three elements coalesce in instigating terror in the victims or 

those at the receiving end. The American Federal Bureau of Investigation 

(FBI), on its part, defines terrorism as “the unlawful use of force and violence 

against persons or property to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian 

population, or any segment thereof, in furtherance of political or social 

objectives”.  

Kidnapping for ransom is one of the major organized crime in Nigeria and is 

seen as a national security challenge. The kidnapping are often violent and 

resistance always result in the death of many innocent victims. Kidnapping is 

seen as lucrative business and the shortest means to wealth by those involved 

in the unlawful activities. Frequent acts of violent crime have grown to form a 

major threat to Nigeria’s national security. These include instances of 

militancy, insurgency and banditry. Banditry includes cattle rustling, armed 

robbery and kidnapping for ransom. Kidnapping can be targeted at 

individuals (like Farmers, businessmen, politicians, foreigners etc) or at 

groups. School children have been kidnapped in groups in various parts of 

Nigeria. Usually, the prime targets of kidnapping for ransom are those 

considered to be wealthy enough to pay a fee in exchange for being freed 

(Ocholi, 2019). However, these negative attitudes has drastically affected and 

reduced agricultural activities in most part of the northern state in Nigeria. 

 

Agriculture and Rural development in Nigeria 

Agriculture contributes immensely to the African countries economy.  In term 

of provision of food for the rapid growing population, major source of 

employment, income generation to farmers, provision of input to agro-allied 

industries, markets for farm inputs. Agriculture plays a central role in the 

economic development of a nation. In spite the tremendous agricultural 

potentiality in Nigeria, the rural dwellers constitute the majority of the 

population and produce about 90% of the food supply in the country, and 

majority of these farmers are small scale producers (Gani and Adeoti, 2011).  

http://www.iosrjournals.org/iosr-jhss/papers/Vol20-issue1/Version-4/K2014123133.pdf
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In Nigeria, several administrators have implemented different agricultural 

policies in an attempt to develop the rural areas, improve agricultural 

productivity, and provide raw- material for agro-allied industries and also to 

alleviate the poverty rate that has become a prominent decadence in such 

areas. However, very little success has been recorded so far. 

The first National Development plan spanned between the years 1962–1968, 

with agriculture being the major priority. The major objective was developing 

and expanding the production and export of cash crops. But this plan only 

provided 42% of the capital budget to Agriculture. 

In 1970, the second national development plan was launched by 

General Yakubu Gowon and it lasted until 1974. Its focus was on balancing the 

difference between rural and urban development while making an attempt to 

rectify some of the shortcomings that trailed the first development plan 

(Ibenegbu,  2018). 

However, most of the agricultural policies in Nigeria from colonial to post-

colonial era have same objectives, but only differed in nomenclature. The 

objectives are mainly on increase food production to meet up food sufficiency 

and production of surplus export crops. It is generally accepted that Nigerian 

agriculture has suffered as a result of the resource curse effect of oil and 

inappropriate policies and institutions. This coupled with changeable 

government intervention programmes which have led to short term 

investment decisions and rent seeking behavior by programmers has created 

dysfunctional and disconnected benefit to the poor masses. Clearly, the 

persisted failures of agricultural programmes in Nigeria have revealed the 

basic weakness of agricultural policies in Nigeria and the inability of the 

several administrations in Nigeria to solve the basic and fundamental 

problems of agricultural development.  

Moreover, if  economic development is one of the top priorities of Nigerian 

government, then the issue of insurgency most have to be addressed and 

policy makers most come up with effective policy that will encourage 

industrialization not merely food sufficiency. 

 
Conclusion 

The paper established that, Agriculture contributes immensely to the African 

countries economy.  In term of provision of food for the rapid growing 

population, major source of employment, income generation to farmers, 

provision of input to agro-allied industries, markets for farm inputs. And most 
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of these farmers are small scale producer’s lives in the rural areas. The 

activities of insurgency attacks over the years in Nigeria, more especially in 

the north, kills thousand innocent inhabitants and posed a serious economic 

and social challenges on general agricultural activities (both crop and 

animals), Educational programs, Health care services, infrastructural 

development (like bridges, market, electricity) etc. Hereafter a lot of 

households who mostly depend on their farm produce as their main source of 

food and family income, have been facing a lot of social and economic 

consequences as they are being kills while others were displaced. The issue of 

kidnappers on the other hand kills, displaced and installed fear on innocent 

practicing farmers in Nigeria. And most of the agricultural policies in Nigeria 

does not  encourage industrializations through agricultural production. 

It is pertinent to note that rural development plays an important role in the 

Nigerian economic development both at the micro  and  macro  level.  

Overtime, successive  government  have embarked on several programmes 

targeted at rural development. Other approaches have been by  Non-

Governmental  Organizations  (NGOs),  cooperatives,  individuals  through  

private initiatives, corporate bodies as  well as International Organizations 

(Ogidefa, 2010). The various progammes initiated and chiefly targeted at the  

rural  sector  by  government  according  to  him include the following:  

• National Accelerated Food Production Programme (NAFPP)   

• River-Basin Development Authority (RBDA)   

• Agricultural Development Programme (ADP)   

• Operation Feed the Nation   

• The Green Revolution   

• Agricultural Credit Guarantee Scheme (ACGS)   

• Directorate for Food, Road and Rural Infrastructure (DFFRI)   

• Better Life for Rural Dwellers (BETTER LIFE)   

•  National Agricultural Insurance Corporation (NAIC)   

• National Directorate of Employment (NDE)   

• National Agricultural Land Development Authority (NALDA)   

• National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP)   

• National Rural Roads Development Fund (NRRDF)   

• Rural Banking Scheme (RBS)   

• Family Support Programme (FSP)   

• Universal Basic Education (UBE)   
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• Rural Infrastructure Development Scheme (RIDS 
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Recommendations: 

1. It is a fact that human development can only be thrives in a peaceful 

environment. Consequently, all hands must be on deck to ensure that 

the insurgents were totally conquered, as it is inimical to sustainable 

national development, and hence attract more investors within and 

outside the country. It is paramount important to ensure that adequate 

intelligence security personnel’s are intensified, and also border patrol 

should be enhanced and there should be a proper and efficient 

regulation of the influx of immigrants or strangers in order to 

checkmate the existing security challenges.  

2. Government should embark on meaningful economic empowerment 

programmes that will gives positive impact on the lives of the citizen, 

more especially in the rural areas, so that to reduce the problems of 

unemployment among youth and improve economic well-being of the 

farmers in the country.  

3. Government should reform the Almajiri system in the North. In order 

to make the children’s useful and highly productive to the society and 

also to protect them against participations into the unlawful activities.  
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4. Rural areas should be made attractive by provision of social 

infrastructural facilities and amenities and deliberately creating non-

farm job opportunities in the rural areas to reduce rural-urban drift. 

5. The linkage between research institutes and farmers should be 

strengthened by enhancing the number of extension personnel’s. 

Therefore, a deliberate funding potential would go a long way to reduce 

the incidence of food insecurity in Nigeria and help to achieve MDGs’ 

first priority of improving the standard of the people in the area. 

6. Severe measures, such as life imprisonment or the death penalty, may 

not be completely out of place in dealing with the kidnapping menace. 

7. Policy makers will come up with effective agricultural policy that will 

encourage industrialization not merely food sufficiency. 
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