
 

SSAAR (JASUD); Journal of                                                    September, 2020 

African Sustainable Development  

215 | P a g e  
 

Editions 

 

 

 
AN ASSESSMENT OF FAKE NEWS DISSEMINATION ON SOCIAL MEDIA AND 
NATIONAL INTEGRATION IN NORTH CENTRAL NIGERIA; A STUDY OF JOS 
METROPOLIS 
 
 
SHAMSU D. ABDU1; ABUBAKAR SUFYANU SAIDU AL-SADIQUE2; & AMEH 
ROSEMARY EHI3 
1Lecturer, Department of Mass Communication, The Federal Polytechnic, 
Bauchi, Bauchi State, 2Lecturer, Department of Mass Communication, The 
Federal Polytechnic, Bauchi, Bauchi State 2Department of Mass 
Communication, The Federal Polytechnic, Bauchi, Bauchi State 

 
ABSTRACT  
This research examines to examine the relationship between fake news on 
social media and political instability in Jos metropolis as well as the 
relationship between fake news on social media and security challenges in Jos 
metropolis. The research work relies on both primary and secondary sources 
of data, while structured questionnaires were used to obtain the primary data 
while materials such as Journals, books, internet etc. formed the secondary 
data. The study discovered that fake contributes to the poor state of security 
in Jos, Nigeria, which is a matter of concern to Nigerians. Similarly, the results 
show that the use of Social Media by Nigerians does not promote or contribute 
towards overcoming the national security challenges, because the 
dissemination of fake news by some individuals fuels the escalation of 
violence and killings in Jos metropolis, as 96% of the respondents agreed that 
fake news is the major cause of killings in Jos metropolis.  
 
Keywords: Assessment, Fake News, Dissemination, Social, Media National. 

 
Introduction     
The term “Fake News” has become a global area of academic interest in media 
and communication studies because of the social problems it triggered off in 
the different parts of the world in recent times. Fake news is a term often used 
to refer to fabricated news items, created with the deliberate aim of 
misinforming or deceiving media content consumers or readers being 
circulated as real factual news items. In journalism, fake news is a type of 
yellow journalism or propaganda that consists of deliberate disinformation 
spread via traditional news media or social media. Therefore, this type of 
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news is commonly found in newspapers, magazine and more importantly in 
social media or fake news websites, has no basis, but is presented as being 
factually accurate. According to Claire (2015), cited in Elebeke, (2018), fake 
news can be categorized under the following seven common groups; Satire or 
parody (no intention to cause harm but has potential to fool), false connection 
(when headlines, visuals or captions don’t support the content), misleading  
content  (misleading  use  of  information  to frame  an issue  or an individual),  
false  context  (when genuine content is shared with false contextual 
information), imposter content (when genuine sources are impersonated  
with  false,  made-up  sources), manipulated  content  (when  genuine  
information  or  imagery is manipulated to deceive, as with a doctored photo) 
and fabricated content (new content is 100% false, designed to deceive and 
do harm).  
Fake news has today in Nigeria become one of the major threats to peace and 
security because it is “completely false information, photos and videos 
purposefully created and spread to confuse or misinform” others. Fake news 
is primarily fueled by politics and tends to peak during electoral periods. This 
is especially so because while rhetoric has always been the bedrock of political 
manipulation, fake news stretches rhetoric beyond the acceptable. No doubt 
fake news has become a threat to Nigeria’s national integration and general 
peace in the country, a reason that necessitated the federal government to 
launch campaigns against fake news. It was in the same vein that the one-time 
Chairman of the Independent National Election Commission (INEC), Professor 
Jega, called for the enactment of laws, pointing out that the ugly trend couldn’t 
be tackled through mere civic education of critical stakeholders. The current 
INEC Chairman, Professor Mahmood Yakubu, also lamented that the electoral 
commission has overwhelmed with battling fake news and promised to liaise 
with stakeholders to strengthen existing laws in the electoral process in 
tackling the problems associated with fake news.  
 
Statement of Problem  
The need to prevent the circulation of fake news has become imperative as 
tensions particularly those associated with politics continue to rise in some 
part of the country. Since the return of Nigeria to democratic rule in 1999, it's 
socio-political and economic landscape is tensed given the increasing security 
threats that pervade different parts of the country amidst dissatisfaction with 
government policies, anger, perceived marginalization, unemployment and 
economic challenges. This suggests the tendency for political actors to take 
advantage of these gaps either to misinform, misinform, and promote apathy 
among the electorate.  
However, the problem of fake news is not restricted to the social media alone 
as other conventional media have also fallen prey to the menace.  For instance, 
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on 5th July, 2018, a national newspaper carried in its front page the following 
headline: “Court orders National Assembly to begin Impeachment of Buhari.” 
It turned out that this piece of news item is fake news. In the certified true 
copy of the order, the Presiding Judge of the Federal High Court in Oshogbo 
only ordered that: “The applicants are hereby granted leave to issue and bring 
an Application for the order of Mandamus to compel 1st to 3rd Respondents to 
start impeachment proceedings against the 4th Respondent, the president of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria.” The order was however manipulated to read 
that the National Assembly was given the approval to initiate impeachment 
proceedings against the President. Similarly, in 2017, a fake news report that 
was circulated on the social media claimed that five students of the College of 
Education, Gidan Waya, in southern Kaduna State were ambushed and killed 
by Fulani herdsmen. That report was also false as no student was killed 
(Elebeke, 2018). This study seeks to explore the relationship between fake 
news dissemination and on social media and national integration in north 
central; using Jos metropolis as the case study. 
 
Objective of the Study  
The main objective of this project is to explore the challenges posed by the 
rising tide of fake news via social media. 
Other objectives include:  

i. To examine the relationship between fake news dissemination on 
social media and national integration in Jos metropolis.  

ii. To examine the relationship between fake news dissemination on 
social media and political instability in Jos metropolis  

iii. To examine the relationship between fake news dissemination on 
social media and insecurity challenges in Jos Metropolis  

 
Research Questions  

i. What is the relationship between fake news dissemination on social 
media and National integration in Jos metropolis? 

ii. What is the relationship between fake news dissemination on social 
Media and political instability in Jos metropolis? 

iii. What is the relationship between fake news dissemination on social 
media and insecurity challenges in Jos metropolis?  

 
Key Terms 
Fake news, Dissemination, Integration, and Crises 
 
Literature Review  
The term ‟fake news‟ is any false, often sensational information disseminated 
under the guise of news reporting” (Collins Dictionary, 2017, online) that 
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seeks to misinform or dis-inform, and often mislead the gullible reader into 
taking actions on the basis of that piece of fake news item. The term gained 
global attention over the years to the extent that it was named the Collins 
Dictionary Word of the Year in 2017 due to its increased usage by 365% in the 
Collins Corpus (Towers-Clark, 2018) (forget that it is a phrase). The Ethical 
Journalism Network (EJN) describes fake news as any piece of information 
that is deliberately fabricated and published with the intention to deceive and 
mislead others into believing falsehood or doubtful messages (EJN, 2017). On 
the other hand, he British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) defines fake news 
as a “completely false information, photos or videos purposefully created and 
spread to confuse or misinform; information, photos or videos manipulated to 
deceive, or old photographs shared as new; satire or parody which means no 
harm but can fool people” (BBC News, 2019 June 29, online). Interestingly, at 
the global level, the issue of fake news has assumed increased concern 
because of its impact in the 2016 US Presidential elections campaigns and the 
Brexit referendum. 
One of Nigeria’s independent verification and fact-checking platforms, 
Dubawa, which is supported by the Premium Times Centre for Investigative 
Journalism (PTCIJ) defines fake news or false information as “fraudulent, 
inaccurate or false verbal or visual messages disseminated for public 
attention through the conventional or social media, hugely to mislead, 
misinform or misdirect.” It is a fluid subject that is differently perceived, 
interpreted and understood by individuals depending on many factors. Fake 
news is often embellished, sensationalized and made alarmingly attractive. 
Sometimes, it can be difficult to detect fraudulent news especially when such 
stories contain authoritative lies except through critical examination of the 
words mostly designed to capture and retain the attention of receivers in 
uncommon ways. Fake news is subtly and sophisticatedly presented to hide 
its falsity with unverifiable sources or claims. Fake news violates contextual 
and multicultural realities through mischief and ignorance presented as valid 
information (Dubawa, 2019, Ting & Song, 2017). Furthermore, Steinmetz 
(2018 September 6, online) notes that fake news debases the truth and causes 
“confusion of fantasy and reality” in the minds of the audience. 
According to Siapera (2018), there are three significant factors that 
characterise the current brand of fake news. First, the ease by which people 
can create contents; second, the distribution patterns across new and social 
media, and third, the political economy of the online domain which enables 
and incentivises the creation of these forms of news. She further noted that 
anyone with internet access can effectively produce and distribute contents 
of any kind of quality and that “people can avail of the various functionalities 
of computer software such as photoshop and create highly believable 
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contents…. Fake news can travel very far on the internet” (Siapera, 2018, 
p.57). 
Nigeria is a country is often in tension characterized by security threats in 
different parts of the country. These threats are manifested in forms of 
multiple conflicts, systemic and widespread corruption, debilitating poverty, 
weak institutions, threats of secession as well as perceived marginalization, 
anger, hatred and economic challenges in a time when preference for untrue 
information is rising – i.e., post-truth era (Harsin, 2018; Pate, 2018 September 
7). These issues are offensively, progressively and relentlessly destroying 
relationships, heightening animosities across communities and threatening 
democratic survival in the country (Pate, 2018 September 7). Arguably, all of 
that are facilitated by the revolution in information and communication 
technologies (ICT) that have democratized and simplified access and 
dissemination of information across space and time (Ibrahim & Adamu, 2016; 
Pate & Idris, 2017). 
 
An Overview of Social Media  
According to Trottier and Fuchs (2014), Social Media is very broad and 
difficult to define. The difficulties are as a result of the fact that Social Media 
encompasses networked tools and applications that allow connection 
between two or more people. Social Media, like any other computer 
technology, facilitates cognitive systems because they collect individual and 
societal values (Trottier and Fuchs, 2014). It is a communication tool because 
it allows the hooking up and formation of new friendships, society, personal 
and corporate connections and the maintenance of existing ones. Cann (2011) 
also states that Social Media is internet based-services that allow users to 
generate their own contents for service and others. This means that SM is 
meant for the formation of social virtual communities (“social aggregation”) 
based on the web/internet in facilitating societal discussions and events. 
 
Social Media and Nigerian Security Challenges  
The concept of security is no doubt a complex phenomenon. This is the case 
because the issue of security continues to pose a serious challenge to nations 
and the global community at large. Nigeria brawls to subsist under this array 
of herculean security challenges as a political entity. Unfortunately, national 
security as a very fundamental aspect of governance in Nigeria remains 
progressively vulnerable under consistently threatened national existence 
and cohabitation. 
The contemporary Nigerian security challenges stem from a plethora of 
national queries bordering on ethnic, religious, socio-political and cultural 
issues. More specifically, the Boko Haram from the Movement for the 
Actualization of Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB) and recently from the 
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Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) as well as the Fulani herdsmen killings 
across the country (Akov, 2017; Adamu and Ochaeni, 2016; Ezemenaka and 
Prouza, 2016; Ani and Onyebukwa, 2016; Badiora, 2015; Ogedebe and Jacob, 
2012), are at the crux of Nigerian contemporary security challenges, and the 
country has consistently grappled with various levels of ethnic, religious, 
socio-political and cultural security challenges. Thus, the contiguous upshots 
of the activities of these groups precipitated the incessant spate of instability, 
destabilization and wanton destruction of lives and property in Nigeria today. 
 
Social Media Effects on the Nigerian Social Security Condition 
The United States of America’s September 11, 2001 attack on the World Trade 
Centre has geared up security threats around the globe. These threats are 
affecting many countries, including those on the African continent, where 
many have lost their lives and personal belongings, including governments 
and its agents (Nsudu and Onwe, 2017). Similar to countries such as Sudan, 
Somalia, Kenya and others on the African continent, Nigeria is facing 
insecurity. According to Nsudu and Onwe (2017), ethno- religious and 
political conflict in Nigeria between 1999 and 2005 has occurred more than 
90 times. Directly and indirectly, Social Media affects these conflicts; for 
example, in March 2017, Boko Haram released a 27-min video featuring the 
group’s leader, Abubakar Shekau, vowing to continue his insurgency until he 
establishes what he called an Islamic caliphate across west and central Africa 
(The Associated Press, 2017). 
 
The Role of Social or New Media in promoting disunity   
Social Media is not only used by terrorist groups to challenge the peace and 
stability of a country; the citizens themselves are using the medium to render 
terror on each other by means of fake news and fake postings, which promote 
propaganda and fear. An example is the increased number and differing 
nature of unverified news or information surfacing on Social Media platforms, 
emanating from the corridor of northern and south-eastern Nigeria. 
Therefore, the insecurity situations in the northern and south-eastern parts 
of Nigeria are being affected by the presence of Social Media in the following 
manners (Nsudu and Onwe, 2017): Terrorist and other criminal groups use 
the platform to execute attacks, kidnaps, rape, robbery and many more. 
According to Nsudu and Onwe (2017), the medium is also used to combat 
terrorism and other forms of crimes in developed countries. A study has 
revealed that Social Media platforms such as Facebook have been used in 
Nigeria to fight human trafficking, and many more (Nsudu and Onwe, 2017). 
At this point, insecurity is regarded as an impediment towards social 
development in Nigeria. 
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Why Fake News Spreads Fast 
Some of the reasons have been outlined for the spread of fake news by Pate 
(2018 September 7) as follows: 

1) General distrust of elites, leaders and politicians by majority 
of Nigerians. Nigerian elites and politicians enjoy low 
credibility rating among the population because of their 
record of failures, lies and unworthy conduct in several 
respects. Because of that, many Nigerians tend to believe 
whatever negative information dished out by opponents. 

2) Absence or most often late arrival of official information on 
issues. This creates vacuum conveniently filled in by rumors 
and disinformation 

3) Availability of cheap data services is facilitating explosive 
use of social media platforms (Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter, 
and YouTube) to spread of rumors, propaganda and fake 
information. 

4) Sensationalized fake news is disseminated for economic 
reasons, especially on social media, where efforts are often 
made to attract people to pages and timelines of bloggers and 
senders for clicks. 

5) Desperate politicians, ethnic and religious jingoists, foreign 
interests and mischief makers generate fake news for 
influence or to persuade the audience. 

6) Low capacity of the media to be able to gather, process and 
verify immediate and distant information in real time 
exacerbates fake news through the internet or social media 
platforms where majority lack gatekeeping processes. 

7) Government tight control as well as excessive 
commercialization in the broadcast media exclude 
alternative ideas and the opposition thereby forcing them to 
response even if mischievously by spreading fake news on 
the social media that lack gatekeepers. 

8) Authoritative lies are very common from government 
sources at all levels. Such lies are reported as news with little 
effort to investigate their veracity by the media 

 
The Possible Effects of Fake News in Nigeria 
The term “fake news” is not new in the country. Simply, the attachment of the 
negative word “fake” to the word “news” heightens the degree of the 
perceived effect of the term. News, simply put, is an account of what 
happened. Because of the value attached to it, news is envisaged to be the 
truth. However, in the era of post-truth and for a Nigeria that has lived in non-
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truth for years even “the two fundamentally contradictory terms can occupy 
the same textual space” (Abdullahi, 2017 March 13, online). Recently, the BBC 
interviewed a group of Nigerian experts on their opinion about the greatest 
challenges of the 21st Century. Many of them indicated that failure of credible 
information sources is one of the serious problems facing Nigerians, indeed, 
mankind. This explains why Professor Umaru Pate criticised the Nigerian 
media, particularly broadcast media for allotting greater percentages of their 
news, reports and programmes to political matters, phenomena he was 
quoted by Itedge News (2018 September 10, online) to have said, “feasts on 
hatred and incitements…. Everything political is news but burning issues 
poverty and violent conflicts do not seem to worry us. This is bad.” The scholar 
went further to blame the rising levels of fake news in the country on the 
“absence of patriotism, ethnic and religious bigotries, political affiliations and 
foreign interests” 
 
Consequences of Fake News 
Anybody who concocts and disseminates fake news has intention, which is 
always negative and consequential on just the receivers of the information, 
but the general well-being of the nation and its integration. However, Pate 
(2018) has outlined some critical repercussions of fake news in the society as 
follows: 

(a) Fake news can undermine the unity and peace of the country with 
explosive consequences;  

(b) By its nature, democracy looks adversarial, but fake news makes it 
worse;  

(c) Fake news can exacerbate distrust, division and violence in the already 
divided diverse polity;  

(d) Fake news can undermine confidence and certainty of the citizens in 
the media; and  

(e) Fake news can promote anti-democratic tendencies that can subvert 
confidence in the system, undermine. 

 
Theoretical framework 
Populism and Conspiracy Theories 
Several empirical studies have established a close relationship between 
radical ideological beliefs and conspiracy theories (Inglehart, 1987; Imhoff, 
2015; Van Prooijen, Krouwel, & Pollet, 2015), and hence conspiracy theories 
are more likely to flourish among populist instead of moderate political 
movements. Furthermore, in their dichotomous perception of the world 
populists often perceive ‘the establishment’ as a direct enemy of ‘the people’, 
setting the stage for allegations of corruption and conspiracy theories (Müller, 
2016). In order to reach a more fine-grained understanding of the relationship 
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between populism and conspiracy theories, in the following I will review 
empirical findings that connect the dimensions of populism with belief in 
conspiracy theories and how it connect with the disunity due to dissemination 
of fake news. 
 
Research Design 
Research design is the set of methods and procedures used in collecting and 
analyzing measures of the variables specified in the research problem. Data 
will be collected through questionnaires, design table and simple percentage 
will be given based on the findings of the study. 
 
Population of the Study 
Population refers to all the individuals or subject in a well define group about 
which information is needed to answer question(s). According to the National 
Bureau of statistics Nigeria (2012), the total Jos metropolis population is 
1,720,878. As regard this research, the population comprises all adults in the 
metropolis who use social media which were randomly selected. 
 

Sampling Technique /Sampling Size 
Emmanuel (2003), sees a sample as a sub-set of a population, a portion chosen 
to stand in for the entirety of all the subjects or observation. It is very difficult 
to collect data from the entire population. The researcher will sample the 
population by chosen the sample method to represent the entire population. 
This research work will make use of simple random sampling.  
 

Sample Size 
It is very difficult to collect data from the entire population. The researcher 
will sample the population by chosen the sample method to represent the 
entire population. This research work will make use of Krejcie and Morgan 
table. Krejcie and Morgan’s (1970) developed the formulas for determining 
the sample size for categorical types of data, which provide identical sample 
sizes in cases where the researcher adjusts the tabulated value based on the 
size of the population. Therefore, sample size for this study is three hundred 
and eighty-four (384).  
 

Data collection Instrument and Validation 
The instrument used in data collection is the questionnaire method. At this 
junction, it is important to note that random sampling will be adopted in this 
study as the technique for administering questionnaire which will be directed 
to the Respondents at their conveniences, they were asked to fill the required 
information at their instance. Collection will be done by the researcher. The 
procedure for the collection of data in this research work involve field visit 
using both open and close ending to acquire information from respondent. 
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Techniques of Date Analysis 
The quantitative data collected from the field via questionnaire will be 
presented using tables and percentages. The formula for this purpose will be: 
                Number of Observed Respondents        X       100 
P=                Number of Respondents                                1 
 
Literature Review  
The “profile” of fake news was facilitated by the advent of the internet; the rise 
of populism politics in different parts of the world like the 2016 US 
presidential election (Davies, 2017; Persily, 2017); the rise of tyrannical 
leaders, and; the Brexit referendum (McGonagle, 2017). Fake news is a 
complex phenomenon that can be defined based on three parameters as 
suggested by Wardle (2017): the type of content created and shared; the 
intentions of those behind this, and; the forms of dissemination. Wardle 
(2017) further identified seven different categories of fake news in the 
following order: satire/parody, misleading content, impostor content, 
fabricated content, false connection, false context and manipulated content. In 
another way, one can collapse the seven categories into two broad forms of 
fake news, namely (i) high-profile fake news (see McGonagle, 2017; Tower-
Clark, 2018) and (ii) low-profile fake news (see McGonagle, 2017; Mendel, 
2015). High-profile fake news refers to misleading information and other 
contents that emanate from prominent sources while low-profile fake news is 
simply the opposite of high-profile fake news, that is, disinformation that 
emerges from subtle, inconspicuous, or ordinary sources. In addition, four 
specific sources of fake news have been variously identified:  

(i) State/government fake news  
These are news concerning state, government agencies, ministries 
and parastatals. Example of this fake news; the trail of Former DSS, 
Sambo Dauski, Operation Lafia Dole, Operation Safe Heaven, 
Operation Python Dance and recently the arrest of former 
presidential aspirant Swore etc. all these governmental activities 
generated various fake news at different news out lets and social 
media platforms. 

(ii) Organisational/institutional fake news  
These are rumors and fake news concerning government 
institution and at the case of Nigeria; the rumored of the reopened 
of N-power programme, fake employment news at various 
ministries including CBN, NNPC, NYSC allowance increment etc. 
most of all these news items about these institutions end up 
becoming false.  

(iii) Group-based fake news and  
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These are various fake the originates from various groups, like age 
group, religious group, ethnic group, tribal association, market 
group, student group etc. these are more often the most dangerous 
Mendal (2015). According to him, these group wield powerful 
influence on the followers and can cause panic within minutes of 
disseminating its information to its members.   

(iv) Individual fake news  
These are fake news initiated by individuals and group of persons 
for their own selfish reasons and interest. According to Mendal, 
(2015) most of these fake don’t go fear and doesn’t command 
crowed because most of the circulator are unknown.  

(v) (BBC News, 2018 November 12; Simon, 2017; Mendel, 2015). 
Fake news is a real challenge in Nigeria especially given the 
country’s fragile social setting, loose democratic culture, poverty, 
illiteracy, depressing human conditions, inflation, weak economy, 
intolerance and high tendencies for disunity among the peoples of 
the country (Ogola, 2017).  
As Nigeria rises to curb the negative impacts of fake news on its 
democratic process, Pate (2018 September 7) offers some 
recommendation to help individuals and newsrooms to instantly 
identify and avoid being victims of fake news: 
1) Check sources: individuals are encouraged to fall back on 

most trusted news brands they could rely on for their news. 
2) Fact-check from multiple sources 
3) Use verification tools 
4) Check metadata 
5) Think before broadcasting/publishing 
6) Media literacy: increase the standard of education and media 

literacy particularly for young people to be highly critical on 
what to trust on conventional and social media platforms 

7) Use fact checking sites 
8) Individuals and newsrooms should institute the culture of 

fact-checking for stories and claims. A good introduction 
answers these questions in just a few pages and, by 
summarizing the relevant arguments and the past evidence, 
gives the reader a firm sense of What was done and why 
(Beck & Sales, 2001). 

 
An Overview of Fake News in Nigeria 
Nigeria is a country in tension characterised by security threats in different 
parts of the country. These threats are manifested in forms of multiple 
conflicts, systemic and widespread corruption, debilitating poverty, weak 
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institutions, threats of secession as well as perceived marginalisation, anger, 
hatred and economic challenges in a time when preference for untrue 
information is rising – i.e., post-truth era (Harsin, 2018; Pate, 2018 September 
7). These issues are offensively, progressively and relentlessly destroying 
relationships, heightening animosities across communities and threatening 
democratic survival in the country (Pate, 2018 September 7). Arguably, all of 
that are facilitated by the revolution in information and communication 
technologies (ICT) that have democratised and simplified access and 
dissemination of information across space and time (Ibrahim & Adamu, 2016; 
Pate & Idris, 2017). 
The Dean, School of Postgraduate Studies, Bayero University, Kano (BUK), 
Professor Umaru Pate, (Cited in Premium Times Nigeria), explained that like 
many other countries, Nigeria, too, is battling with the rise in populism 
politics, youth radicalisation, extremism, terrorism, drug and human 
trafficking, ethnic nationalism, hate and dangerous speech, fake news and the 
rewriting of the country’s history, among others. Indeed, these are critical 
times for the media and the country. The political climate in the country has 
changed rapidly in recent years, signaling innovative developments and 
strange challenges in the country’s democratic system. By and large, the 
current political culture in the country is inextricably linked to the growing 
development of information and communication technologies (ICT) (Audu, 
2018 September 9; Pate, 2018 September 7). Professor Danjuma Gambo, the 
Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Maiduguri who is also the 
Director, Public Relations of the university (cited in Vanguard) agrees with 
Professor Pate that fake news can mislead the public and cause tension in an 
already tense political climate with communal and reprisal attacks here and 
there in addition to the Boko Haram conflict. He stressed that if the media 
would cultivate the culture of verifying information and fact checking (if 
necessary) before going to press, the spread of fake news can be contained 
(Marama, 2017). 
This has severally affected the delivery and form of political communication 
and the communication of political ideas in our democratic system, as well as 
shifted and undermined the accountability for those messages. For instance, 
what was labelled “yellow journalism” and “character assassination/slander” 
have metamorphosed into what is today known as “fake news” and 
“fraudulent news”; these are terms that sound “big” and portend devastating 
effects in the society. These terms are fuelled and spread by the power of 
modern technology (Wasserman & Madrid-Morales, 2018; Agbese, 2017). In 
the words of Egan (2018, December 11, online), “online, lies and truth look 
the same. This has been a boon for professional liars, (who) use these 
platforms to market falsehood; as vehicles for personal fame, or, as a way to 
spread propaganda”. These have raised concerns that Nigerians are 



 

SSAAR (JASUD); Journal of                                                    September, 2020 

African Sustainable Development  

227 | P a g e  
 

Editions 

constantly and increasingly accessing inaccurate and/or misleading content 
without verification (gatekeeping) or verifiable attribution (Agbese, 2017; 
Hankey, Marrison, & Naik, 2018). 
Fundamentally, the breed of „yellow journalism”, “fabricated or manipulated 
stories” “fraudulent content” and “character assassination” and “fake news” 
are largely new technology-dependent (e.g., social media platforms and the 
internet) rather than traditional technologies such as radio, TV, newspaper or 
magazine (Okoro, Abara, Umagba, Ajonye, & Isa, 2018; Wasserman & Madrid-
Morales, 2018 November 21). Thus, while we grapple with what modern 
technology has enabled us to do, “we also face a new wave of change, which 
we have only started to understand the ramifications of” (Hankey et al., 2018, 
p. 6). For example, the concerns around recent, or newer technologies such as 
“artificial intelligence” and “machine learning” show that any regulatory 
response to stem fake news peddled via new technologies, whether by state 
actors or technology developers, need to be as “dynamic as the technological 
mischief it seeks to contain” (Hankey et al., 2018, p. 6). 
 
Overview of Social Media (New Media) 
The 21st century has created advanced technological knowledge with the help 
of Web 2.0 powering Social Media platforms. Our world today is filled with 
advanced technological knowledge and skills that have redefined human 
communication and interaction in modern society. Social Media can be 
regarded as a 21st century technological invention and innovation. Social 
Media, with its attributes, brings knowledge, skills and events closer to the 
people and has revolutionized access to information.  Social Media can be 
defined as internet-based services that allow a person to connect to the 
general public, to understand what others are doing and thinking, as well as 
their connections (Trottier and Fuchs, 2014). Furthermore, SM is an online-
based application built on the Web 2.0 platform with the idea to create and 
share individual contents (Sajithra and Patil, 2013). Web 2.0 can be seen as a 
platform through which individuals create content and allow the continuous 
sharing of information modifications by others (Sajithra and Patil, 2013). In 
this study, Social Media (SM) is regarded as a Web 2.0 platform that connects 
people in sharing information, knowledge and many more. 
To Trottier and Fuchs (2014), Social Media is very broad and difficult to 
define. The difficulties are as a result of the fact that SM encompasses 
networked tools and applications that allow connection between two or more 
people. Social Media, like any other computer technology, facilitates cognitive 
systems because they collect individual and societal values (Trottier and 
Fuchs, 2014). It is a communication tool because it allows the hooking up and 
formation of new friendships, society, personal and corporate connections 
and the maintenance of existing ones. Cann (2011) also states that SM is 
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internet based-services that allow users to generate their own contents for 
service and others. This means that Social Media is meant for the formation of 
social virtual communities (“social aggregation”) based on the web/internet 
in facilitating societal discussions and events. 
Today, millions of Social Media users across Nigeria and those in the diaspora 
are connected to events happening in Nigeria, while and events. Examples can 
be found in the case of Boko Haram, Biafra agitation and Fulani Herdsmen. 
Then, the presence of Social Media in Nigeria sometimes threatens the peace 
and stability of Nigeria and gives rise to security challenges across the 
country. Facebook is mostly used and mentioned when talking about social 
networking platforms, including WhatsApp and Twitter (Cann, 2011). SM has 
empowered users to become social communicators and content originators 
(Nsudu and Onwe, 2017). 
 
Social Media and Nigerian Security Challenges  
The concept of security is no doubt a complex phenomenon. This is the case 
because the issue of security continues to pose a serious challenge to nations 
and the global community at large. Without a doubt, issues bordering on 
maintaining or tackling security challenges across the globe have taken centre 
stage in the international political system. To this end, policy-makers across 
the globe and decision-makers and leaders, particularly in Nigeria, have come 
to the realization that security remains an unequivocal policy challenge in 
governance. Apart from these, the dynamics of contemporary global security 
challenges, including terrorism, equally influence and inform the crescendos 
of security challenges in Nigeria today. Intrinsically, Nigeria, as a subsisting 
global entity, inherited some of her internal security challenges by virtue of 
this status (Ani and Onyebukwa, 2016). A security challenge, such as 
terrorism in Nigeria, which premised originally as a global phenomenon and 
was inherently alien to the country, is a handy example. 
Since independence in 1960, the country has struggled to contend the 
concerns of serious ethno-political and religious challenges. The country had 
co-existed as a heterogeneous entity since independence, following the 
colonial amalgamation of 1914 (Adamu and Ochaeni, 2016). This colonial 
arrangement saw over 500 ethnic groups of people, with the largest including 
the Igbo, Hausa and Yoruba, who speak more than 1,500 dialects and practice 
divergent socio-cultural and religious beliefs as well as an estimated 
population 170 million people, faced with the challenge of peaceful 
cohabitation (ibid). To date, this scrappy arrangement precipitated an 
insidious lack of national identity and integration among Nigerians (Adamu 
and Ochaeni, 2016; Akwara et al., 2013; Ashley, 2007). Each ethnic group 
remains preoccupied with how best not only to identify but express their 
traditional distinctiveness within Nigeria, which culminated into huge 
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security challenges manifesting in various religious, ethnic and political 
conflicts across the nation for many years (Akwara et al., 2013).  
The contemporary Nigerian security challenges stem from a plethora of 
national queries bordering on ethnic, religious, socio-political and cultural 
issues. More specifically, the Boko Haram from the Movement for the 
Actualization of Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB) and recently from the 
Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) as well as the Fulani herdsmen killings 
across the country (Akov, 2017; Adamu and Ochaeni, 2016; Ezemenaka and 
Prouza, 2016; Ani and Onyebukwa, 2016; Badiora, 2015; Ogedebe and Jacob, 
2012), are at the crux of Nigerian security challenges contemporarily. 
Consequently, the country has consistently grappled with various levels of 
ethnic, religious, socio-political and cultural security challenges. 
 
Insecurity Challenge; a threat to Nigeria unity 
Boko Haram terrorism remains a fundamental security challenge facing 
Nigeria today. The insurgent group became a terrorist organization in 2013 
following the style of its activities in Nigeria (BBC News online 24 November 
2014). According to a CNN online publication on 2 February 2018, Boko 
Haram started its heinous activities in Nigeria in 2002 with the worse hits 
carried out between 2014 and 2015. Their engagements have resulted in the 
loss of thousands of lives and destruction of properties across the country and 
most particularly in the north-eastern part of the country, with approximately 
20,000 lives lost and more than 2.3 million people are displaced due to attacks 
by the Boko Haram (ibid). The activities of this terrorist group, especially in 
the north-eastern part of Nigeria, endeared the United States of America to list 
the country as one of the terrorist prone countries of the globe in 2010 (ibid). 
Apart from the globally condemned abduction of approximately 276 teenage 
girls from a secondary school in Chibok, also known as the Chibok girls, on 14 
April 2014, the group had recently, on 19 February 2018, attacked 
Government Girls and Technical College Dapchi and abducted yet another 110 
students of this institution (Vanguard Newspaper online 02 March 2018; 
SABC News online 14 March 2018). Although they have since been released, a 
great deal of controversy still surrounds the story of their abduction and 
subsequent release. 
Although Boko Haram has not abated in its almost daily assassination and 
kidnapping spree, the insurgent group in recent times has advanced from its 
original strategic guerrilla form of attack into a new type of threat that 
engages women and child suicide bombers to unleash their mayhem on soft 
targets (Knoope and Buchanan-Clarke, 2017). The federal government of 
Nigeria has grappled with curbing the security challenges originating from the 
activities of Boko Haram. The almost daily loss of lives and properties 
resulting from the activities of this group has defiled several security 
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strategies advanced against them by the federal government. Ironically, 
Nigerian security services have employed a number of counterproductive 
strategies and tactics to defeat Boko Haram (Walker, 2012). 
 
Social Media Effects on the Nigerian Social Security Condition 
Nigeria is facing insecurity, similar to countries such as Sudan, Somalia, Kenya 
and others on the African continent. According to Nsudu and Onwe (2017), 
ethno- religious and political conflict in Nigeria between 1999 and 2005 has 
occurred more than 90 times. Different forms of conflicts have occurred from 
2005 to the present, with the increase in terrorism by Boko Harm, Fulani 
Herdsmen and many others. Directly and indirectly, Social Media is affecting 
these conflicts; for example, in March 2017, BH released a 27-min video 
featuring the group’s leader, Abubakar Shekau, vowing to continue his 
insurgency until he establishes an Islamic caliphate across west and central 
Africa (The Associated Press, 2017). 
 
The Role of Social or New Media in promoting disunity   
As indicated earlier, Social Media can be described as online-based tools and 
services connecting people, and enabling interaction with each other over the 
internet. The new media has increased social and political interactions 
through WhatsApp, Facebook, Twitter and other platforms (Chukwuere and 
Onyebukwa, 2017). Social networking sites are used by terrorist groups with 
dedicated servers and websites to spread their propaganda (Nsudu and 
Onwe, 2017). They use the medium for recruitment, fund raising, training 
mechanisms and other forms of cybercrime. This platform helps in promoting 
local and international terrorist groups and the insecurity associated with it. 
International and local terrorist groups deploy SM to organize or strategise 
attacks and ways of escape (Nsudu and Onwe, 2017). The authors further 
alluded to the fact that they use the medium to increase their presence and to 
spread propaganda. Locally, Nigerian insecurity is increasing and lives and 
properties are threatened on a daily basis. This insecurity is affected by the 
penetration and diffusion of SM. SM cannot be easily controlled or censored 
from the general public as a result of social freedom and a lack of cyberspace 
law (Nsudu and Onwe, 2017). The social freedom of speech associated with 
SM makes it free for users to generate contents at any time and post them 
online. 
Social Media is not only used by terrorist groups to challenge the peace and 
stability of a country; the citizens themselves are using the medium to render 
terror on each other by means of fake news and fake postings, which promote 
propaganda and fear. An example is the increased number and differing 
nature of unverified news or information surfacing on SM platforms, 
emanating from the corridor of northern and south-eastern Nigeria. 
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Furthermore, Kenya’s national security has been implicated in the misuse of 
SM (Kimutai, 2014). Most times, this news and information are neither 
confirmed nor verified, which results in the dissemination of fake news. 
However, at the broadcast of any kind of attack or terrorist news, thousands 
and millions react immediately, attacking one another based on ethnicity, 
religion, and tribe. At the same time, such news immediately creates fear, 
tensions and violence in the society. 
Therefore, the insecurity situations in the northern and south-eastern parts 
of Nigeria are being affected by the presence of SM in the following manners 
(Nsudu and Onwe, 2017): Terrorist and other criminal groups use the 
platform to execute attacks, kidnaps, rape, robbery and many more. According 
to Nsudu and Onwe (2017), the medium is also used to combat terrorism and 
other forms of crimes in developed countries. A study has revealed that SM 
platforms such as Facebook have been used in Nigeria to fight human 
trafficking, and many more (Nsudu and Onwe, 2017). At this point, insecurity 
is regarded as an impediment towards social development in Nigeria. 
 
Why Fake News Spreads Fast 
Fake news is not new. It is as old as one can remember. However, its 
intensification is more in recent times because of the wide usage of the 
internet and cheap access to social media platforms, competitive politics and 
deepening poverty and ethno-religious fight for supremacy. Many more 
reasons can be adduced for the fast spread of fake news in the country. Some 
of the reasons have been outlined by Pate (2018 September 7) as follows: 

1. General distrust of elites, leaders and politicians by majority of Nigerians. 
Nigerian elites and politicians enjoy low credibility rating among the 
population because of their record of failures, lies and unworthy conduct 
in several respects. Because of that, many Nigerians tend to believe 
whatever negative information dished out by opponents. 

2. Absence or most often late arrival of official information on issues. This 
creates vacuum conveniently filled in by rumors and disinformation 

3. Availability of cheap data services is facilitating explosive use of social 
media platforms (Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter, and YouTube) to spread 
of rumors, propaganda and fake information. 

4. Sensationalised fake news is disseminated for economic reasons, 
especially on social media, where efforts are often made to attract people 
to pages and timelines of bloggers and senders for clicks. 

5. Desperate politicians, ethnic and religious jingoists, foreign interests and 
mischief makers generate fake news for influence or to persuade the 
audience. 

6. Low capacity of the media to be able to gather, process and verify 
immediate and distant information in real time exacerbates fake news 



 

SSAAR (JASUD); Journal of                                                    September, 2020 

African Sustainable Development  

232 | P a g e  
 

Editions 

through the internet or social media platforms where majority lack 
gatekeeping processes. 

7. Government tight control as well as excessive commercialisation in the 
broadcast media exclude alternative ideas and the opposition thereby 
forcing them to response even if mischievously by spreading fake news 
on the social media that lack gatekeepers. 

8. Authoritative lies are very common from government sources at all 
levels. Such lies are reported as news with little effort to investigate their 
veracity by the media. 

 
Fake News and the Debates over the Emerging Concept of ‘Post-Truth Political 
Era’ 
One key reason that makes fake news spreads fast nowadays, especially 
during political election times in developing countries such as Nigeria is, 
arguably, what Professor Pate calls “executive intimidating” while describing 
the relationships between journalists and politicians during a Mass 
Communication undergraduate class in 2004 at University of Maiduguri 
(Personal communication: 2004). Fake news thrives in Nigeria because 
nowadays objective facts are fast becoming as illusionary as a mirage to many 
Nigerians, especially citizens of social media. Stories and news appealing to 
the emotion and personal beliefs appear to be more believable and capable of 
shaping public opinion, a phenomenon that obviously seems to erode the 
credibility of gate-kept news and reports and verified content. This situation 
perfectly matches what is lately referred to as the „post-truth‟ time (Harsin, 
2018). Unsurprisingly, though, lying is often attributed to politicians; many of 
them do not regard telling a lie as bad behaviour, an argument Colin Wight, a 
Professor of International Relations at the University of Sydney agrees with, 
saying, “lying is not an aberration in politics”. However, Professor Wight 
argues that “there is nothing new about politicians and the powerful telling 
lies, spinning, producing propaganda, [or] dissembling”, a behaviour that is in 
tandem with Machiavellianism, that “all leaders might, at some point, need to 
tell lie.” 
Historically, this can be traced back to Plato’s coinage of the term “noble lie”, 
which refers to false information deliberately spread by a crème de la crème 
of the society, especially political elites to preserve social accord or promote 
an agenda (The Conversation, 2017 November 17, online). The English Oxford 
Dictionary (2019) defines post-truth as “circumstances in which objective 
facts are less influential in shaping public opinion than appeals to emotion and 
personal belief”. As Professor Pate noted, looking at the strong affinity 
between fake news peddling and social media vis-à-vis the skyrocketing levels 
of social media use among Nigerians (Itedge News, 2018 September 10), in no 
time could the post-modernist Machiavellianism, noble lie, or untruth 
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permeate the Nigerian polity and cause unimagined topsy turvy, a 
phenomenon the Nigerian Information and Culture Minister, Lai Mohammed 
describes as “the greatest threat to democracy and security” (Abdullahi, 2017 
March 13, online). Hence, the need for urgent action to tackle the menace. 
 
The Possible Effects of Fake News in Nigeria 
The term “fake news” is not new in the country. Simply, the attachment of the 
negative word “fake” to the word “news” heightens the degree of the 
perceived effect of the term. News, simply put, is an account of what 
happened. Because of the value attached to it, news is envisaged to be the 
truth. However, in the era of post-truth and for a Nigeria that has lived in non-
truth for years even “the two fundamentally contradictory terms can occupy 
the same textual space” (Abdullahi, 2017 March 13, online). Recently, the BBC 
interviewed a group of Nigerian experts on their opinion about the greatest 
challenges of the 21st Century. Many of them indicated that failure of credible 
information sources is one of the serious problems facing Nigerians, indeed, 
mankind. 
In a related development, Professor Umaru Pate has criticised the Nigerian 
media, particularly broadcast media for allotting greater percentages of their 
news, reports and programmes to political matters, phenomena he was 
quoted by Itedge News (2018 September 10, online) to have said, “feast on 
hatred and incitements…. Everything political is news but burning issues 
poverty and violent conflicts do not seem to worry us. This is bad.” The scholar 
went further to blame the rising levels of fake news in the country on the 
“absence of patriotism, ethnic and religious bigotries, political affiliations and 
foreign interests.” 
The Zonal Director of Nigerian Broadcasting Commission (NBC) in charge of 
the North-Central zone of Nigeria, Dr. Igomu Onoja cited in Itedge News 
argued that, “it [is] part of media ethics to ensure balance reporting and give 
all parties equal hearing” and desist from journalism capable of spreading fake 
news that could undermine the Nigerian democratic process. Dr. Onoja cites 
an example of fake news broadcast over a media outlet in Jos, Plateau State 
(north central of Nigeria) saying, “we have radio stations in Jos clapping for 
people that say that the Plateau governor is mentally deranged” (Itedge News, 
2018 September 10, online). As a matter of “post-truth” fact, truth has 
nowadays shifted to becoming relative; facts now have alternatives, and news 
is weaponised, a phenomenon Abdullahi (2017 March 13, online) quoted 
Nigeria’s Information and Culture, Minister, Lai Mohammed describing it as 
“the greatest threat to democracy and security as it played a role in the civil 
war in the country and that Nigeria could not afford to fall victim to the same 
circumstances that led to the war”. Furthermore, realising the dangers of fake 
news, the Federal Government of Nigeria launched a national campaign 
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against fake news on July 12, 2018 to enlighten Nigerians and counter its 
prevalence. Indeed, fake news is summarily unethical, dangerous, 
provocative, and subversive to peace and societal serenity especially in a 
multicultural setting like Nigeria as it heightens tension and builds fear and 
mistrust among people. Fake news could “threaten and destroy” the country 
as the Minister of Information cautioned (Abdullahi, 2017 March 13, online). 
Pate and Idris (2017, p.161) and Abdullahi (2017 March 13, online) cited 
Section 22 of the 1999 Constitution of Nigeria, which provides that, “The 
press, radio, television and other agencies of the mass media shall at all times 
be free to uphold the fundamental objectives contained in this chapter and 
uphold the responsibility and accountability of the government to the people”. 
According to Abdullahi (2017 March 13, online), Section 39 of the 1999 
Constitution states that:  

(i) every person shall be entitled to freedom of expression, including 
freedom to hold opinions and receive and impart ideas and 
information without interference; and  

(ii) Without prejudice to the generality of Sub-section (1) of this 
Section, every person shall be entitled to own, establish and operate 
a medium for the dissemination of information, ideas and opinions. 

The constitution was framed to promote, promote and uplift the process of 
democratisation. The constitution has clearly recognised freedom of 
expression and freedom of the press as fundamental elements in our 
democracy. Democracy thrives when people have free access to genuine and 
correct information about issues and matters that affect them to make 
informed decisions and choices (Oro, 2011; Epstein, 2011). Therefore, the 
escalating effects of fake news and “alternative facts” are direct assaults on 
fundamental principles and practice of democracy. This is because while 
Section 39 of the Constitution provides for freedom to hold and impart 
opinions, ideas and information without interference, “interference is exactly 
what fake news does” Abdullahi (2017, March 13, online) notes. In fact, by 
battling for space and vying for acceptability with authentic information and 
news, fake news deprives people of the very constitutional right to hold 
opinions and receive and impart ideas and information (Abdullahi, 2017 
March 13; Oro, 2011; Pate, 2018 September 7). 
Side by side with authentic information, the creation of alternative facts often 
makes it difficult for people to distinguish truth from untruth. When people 
get confused as to what is the truth, or genuine information, they cannot 
create shared meanings in conversations, let alone hold their political 
representatives accountable for their stewardships. The Information and 
Democracy Commission (IDC, 2018 November) notes that: “Political control 
of the media, subjugation of news and information to private interests, the 
growing influence of corporate actors who escape democratic control, online 
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mass disinformation, violence against reporters and editors, and the 
undermining of quality journalism, threaten the exercise of the right to 
knowledge” (p. 3). 

1) Selective reporting and promotion of prejudices about groups and 
individuals based on stereotypes, incomplete facts, mischief and 
ignorance 

2) Spreading of manipulative or fabricated stories and pictures 
regarding the complexities of our composition; often, matters are 
ethnicised, religionised, regionalised or politicised to the detriment 
of the collective good. 

3) Presentation of poorly researched information due to low 
capacities of media professionals thereby manifesting in shallow 
reporting and fake news 

4) Common tendency of reporting inter-group conflicts out of their 
fundamental sociological, economic, political and other contexts, 
often resulting in fakery 

5) The promotion of statements of politicians, ethnic champions, 
religious zealots and other interested parties without being critical 
or fact checking information about specific contentious issues 

6) Generalised statements not supported by facts and figures on very 
sensitive national integrative issues 

7) Official lies from governments and officials through established 
sources 

Pate (2018 September 7) has highlighted the manner of dissemination of fake 
news in Nigeria. Some of these are through: 
 
Consequences of Fake News 
Pate (2018 September 7) has outlined some critical repercussions of fake 
news in the society as follows:  

(f) Fake news can undermine the unity and peace of the country with 
explosive consequences;  

(g) By its nature, democracy looks adversarial, but fake news makes it 
worse;  

(h) Fake news can exacerbate distrust, division and violence in the already 
divided diverse polity;  

(i) Fake news can undermine confidence and certainty of the citizens in 
the media; and  

(j) Fake news can promote anti-democratic tendencies that can subvert 
confidence in the system, undermine. 

Threatened nationalism 
The dimension of threatened nationalism implies that the glory of one’s own 
nation is under threat by external forces. Due to such threatened nationalism, 



 

SSAAR (JASUD); Journal of                                                    September, 2020 

African Sustainable Development  

236 | P a g e  
 

Editions 

populist movements at the political right typically have strong anti-
immigration sentiments. Furthermore, threatened nationalism leads populist 
movements at both sides of the ideological spectrum to reject international 
trade treaties, oppose financial cutbacks and economic austerity measures, 
embrace protectionism, and to be skeptical of powerful multi-nation political 
alliances (e.g., the EU; the NATO). At a psychological level, it stands to reason 
that such threatened nationalism predicts belief in conspiracy theories, for 
two complementary reasons. First, the belief that one’s nation is under threat 
is a likely source of uncertainty and fear, which stimulates conspiracy beliefs 
(e.g., Van Prooijen & Acker, 2015; Whitson & Galinsky, 2008). But in addition 
to that, conspiracy theories by definition involve intergroup dynamics where 
“they” (i.e., the powerful conspiracy) collude in secret to harm “us” (e.g., fellow 
citizens; fellow employees). As such, it might be reasoned that feelings of 
uncertainty and fear increase conspiracy beliefs only in situations where one 
can realistically blame a suspect outgroup for the problems experienced by a 
valued ingroup. 
Building on these insights, it can be predicted that conspiracy theories flourish 
when people associate feelings of uncertainty and fear with a valuable but 
vulnerable ingroup. Multiple studies support this prediction. In a series of 
experiments participants read a newspaper article about the political 
situation in an African country. Half of the participants were asked to take the 
perspective of the citizens of that country while reading the article, and to 
imagine that they themselves were born in that country. The purpose of such 
perspective taking was to increase the extent to which participants would 
align themselves with the target group in the article. In the control condition, 
participants were asked to read the article as objectively as possible. Then, the 
article described how a political opposition leader, who was likely to win the 
upcoming elections in this African country, was involved in a car crash. Half of 
the participants read that the opposition leader died (high threat) and half of 
the participants read that the opposition leader miraculously survived the car 
crash (low threat). Results revealed stronger belief in conspiracy theories 
suggesting that the car crash was not an accident but an assassination attempt 
by the government in the high as opposed to low threat condition. This effect 
emerged only among participants who took the perspective of the citizens of 
the African country, however, and not among citizens who read the article in 
a detached fashion. These findings suggest that threatening societal 
circumstances only increase conspiracy theories among perceivers who feel 
close to the affected citizens (Van Prooijen & Van Dijk, 2014). 
Additional findings further support the idea that threatening events increase 
conspiracy theories only among people who experience strong interpersonal 
connections with the people who are harmed by the events. In a series of 
studies, Van Prooijen (2016) found that feelings of self-uncertainty predicted 
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belief in conspiracy theories, but only among participants who were primed 
with feelings of inclusion, not among participants who were primed with 
feelings of exclusion. Furthermore, conspiracy theories are driven mostly by 
feelings of ingroup superiority (i.e., collective narcissism), and not by regular 
in group identification (Cichocka, Marchlewska, Golec de Zavala, & 
Olechowski, 2015). This latter finding is consistent with the notion of 
threatened nationalism, which assumes one’s own country to be superior as 
compared to other countries. 
The Nigerian situation on fake news which have over threatened the unity of 
this nation is a result of some individual feeling excluded or marginalized. 
Igbos feel like they are left out and therefore incite trouble with fake news and 
Biafra agitation. South west comes up with their own allegation on how they 
too have been left and insight fake news to paint a picture that doesn’t exist. 
North because they are in power take all the hit and sometimes react to some 
of these fake news leading to political tension which most atimes threatens 
Nigeria unity. 
 
Data Presentation and Analysis 
In obtaining data from respondent, three hundred and eighty-four (384) 
questionnaires were printed and distributed to respondents as stated in 
chapter three, but only three hundred and fifty (350) copies were properly 
filled and were returned. It is based on the returned questionnaires that data 
presentation and analysis were made. 
 
Presentation of Data 
Table 4.1 Distribution and Return of Questionnaires 

Questionnaire Returned  Frequency  Percentage (%)  
Questionnaires Administered   384 100  
Questionnaire Returned  350 91.1 
Questionnaire Returned unanswered  8 2 
Questionnaire not returned  26 6.7 

  Source: Field Survey, 2019 
 
Table 4.2: Sex 

Respondents Frequency Percent (%) 
Male 212 60.6 
Female 138 39.4 
Total 350 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
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From the above table, it shows that majority of the respondents are Male with 
a total of 212 respondents representing 60.6% of the sample population while 
female are 138 respondents representing 39.4% of the sample population. 
According Ola (2013) in his study “Female participation in decision making 
process” reveal that female in Northern Nigeria are hardly seen to participate 
in a survey, this could be attributed to couple of reasons while religion is one 
of.   
 
Table 4.3: Age Range  

Respondents Frequency Percent (%) 
15 – 20  96 27.4 
25 – 40 154 44 
40 – 60   100 28.6 
Total 350 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
 
Table 4.3 above shows response on Age bracket of the respondents, from the 
table, 154 respondents representing 44% of the sampled population, followed 
by those that falls within 40 – 60 with a total of 100 respondents representing 
28.6%. However those that fall within 12 – 20 are 96 respondents 
representing 27.4% of the sampled population. 
 
Table 4.4: Educational background   

Respondents Frequency Percent (%) 
None 22 6.4 
Primary 61 17.4 
Secondary School 228 65.1 
University  39 11.1 
Total 350 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
 
From table 4.3 above, shows the educational background of the respondents, 
from the table, those that have only secondary school certificate are 228 
respondents representing 65.1 of the sampled population, followed by those 
that have primary school cert. with a total of 61 respondents representing 
17.4%. those that have Bsc and HND are 39 respondents representing 11.1% 
while those that have none are 22 respondents representing 6.4% 
 
Table 4.5: Marital Status      

Respondents Frequency Percent (%) 
Single  117 33.4 
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Married  220 62.8 
Divorced  10 2.8 
Widow 3 0.8 
Total 350 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
 
Table 4.4 above shows that marital status of the respondents, from the table 
it shows that those that are married are majority with a total of 220 
respondents representing 62.8% while those that are single are 117 
respondents representing 33.4%. Those that divorced are 10 respondents 
representing 2.8% and widows and widowers are 3 representing 0.8% of the 
sampled population.  
 
Table 4.6: Occupation       

Respondents Frequency Percent (%) 
Trader  114 32.6 
Farmer 45 12.8 
Driver 42 12 
Students  98 28 
Unemployed  16 4.6 
Civil Servant  35 10 
Total 350 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
 
From the table above, it shows that traders are traders with a total of 114 
respondents representing 32.6% followed by students with a total of 98 
respondents representing 28%. Famers are 45 respondents representing 
12.8% while the civil servants are 35 respondents representing 10%. The last 
but not the least are those that are unemployed with a total of 16 respondents 
representing 4.6% . 
 
Section B 
Table 4.7: Is social media a threat to security in the North Central parts of 
Nigeria especially Jos metropolis? 

OPTIONS A SA D SD UD Total 
Response 175 72 100 0 3 350 
Percentage (%) 50 20.6 28.6 0 0.8 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
 
Table 4.6 above shows response on Social media as a threat to security in the 
North central part of Nigeria, from the responses, majority of the respondents 
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agreed to this statement with a total of 175 and 72 respondents representing 
50% and 20.6% respectively while 100 respondents representing 28.6% 
however, 3 respondents representing 0.8% were undecided.  
 
Table 4.8: Do you think social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter and 
WhatsApp) have increased insecurity in Jos Metropolis? 

OPTIONS A SA D SD UD Total 
Response 301 40 9 0 0 350 
Percentage (%) 86 11.4 2.6 0 0 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
 
From the table above, majority of the respondents agreed that social media 
have increased insecurity in the study area, a total of 301 and 40 respondents 
representing 86% and 11.4% respectively while 9 respondents representing 
2.6% of the sampled population disagreed to this. 
 
Table 4.9: Do you think that Social Media fake news contribute towards 
insecurity in the Jos metropolis 

OPTIONS A SA D SD UD Total 
Response 325 0 25 0 0 350 
Percentage 
(%) 

98.8 0 7.2 0 0 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
Table 4.8 shows response on whether social media fake news contribute 
towards insecurity in Jos Metropolis, from the response, majority of the 
respondents agreed with a total of 98.8% while 25 respondents representing 
7.2% of the samples population. This is in line with the findings Ugwu (2015) 
that one of the factor that fuel crisis in Jos is fake news i.e. circulation of fake 
pictures and whatsapp messages. 
 
Table 4.10: Fake News Networking Sites Contributed Towards the Escalation 
of Security Challenges in Jos Metropolis 

OPTIONS A SA D SD UD Total 
Response 111 201 30 0 8 350 
Percentage (%) 31.7 57.4 8.6 0 2.3 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
 
Table 4.9 above shows that majority of the respondents are of the opinion that 
Fake News Networking Sites Contributed towards the Escalation of Security 
Challenges in Jos Metropolis with a total of 111 and 201 respondents 
representing 31.7 and 57.4% of the sampled population. While 30 
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respondents representing 8.6% of the sampled population disagreed to this 
statement. However, 8 respondents representing 2.3% were undecided.  
 
Table 4.11: Do you think that social media gives information about security 
reactions from Nigerian security agents with regard to Jos crisis 

OPTIONS A SA D SD UD Total 
Response 97 11 201 35 6 350 
Percentage 
(%) 

27.7 3.1 57.4 10 1.7 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
 
Table 4.10 shows response on if social media gives information about security 
reactions from Nigeria security agents with regards, from the response, it 
shows that majority of the respondents disagreed to this with a total of 201 
and 35 respondents representing 57.4% and 10% while 97 and 11 
respondents representing 27.7% and 3.1% agreed to this while 6 respondents 
representing 1.7% were undecided.  
Table 4.12: Do you think social media contributes to the escalation of violence 
and Killings in Jos metropolis? 

OPTIONS A SA D SD UD Total 
Response 336 10 4 0 0 350 
Percentage 
(%) 

96 2.9 1.1 0 0 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
 
Table 4.11 above shows majority of the respondent shows that social media 
contributes to the escalation of violence and killings in Jos metropolis with a 
total of 336 and 10 respondents representing 96% and 2.9% respectively 
while 4 respondents representing 1.1% disagreed to this.  
 
Table 4.13: Do you think that social media provides information about 
security reactions from Nigeria security agents with regard to Boko Haram 
activities in the state? 

OPTIONS A SA D SD UD Total 
Response 98 76 90 65 21 350 
Percentage (%) 28 21.7 25.7 18.6 6 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
 
From table 4.12 above, it shows that 98 and 76 respondents representing 28% 
and 21.7% agreed that social media provided information about security 
reactions from Nigeria security agents with regards to book Haram activities 
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in the state while 90 and 65 respondents representing 25.7% and 18.6% 
disagreed to this statement while 21 respondents representing 6% were 
undecided.  
 
Table 4.14: Do you think that fake news on social media contributes to the 
advancement of Boko Haram activities in Jos metropolis? 

OPTIONS A SA D SD UD Total 
Response 199 57 47 39 8 350 
Percentage (%) 56.8 16.2 13.4 11.1 2.3 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2019 
 
From the table, majority of the respondents are of the opinion that fake news 
on social media contributes to the advancement of Boko Haram activities in 
Jos metropolis with a total of 199 and 57 and 56.8% and 16.2% respectively. 
While 47 and 39 respondents representing 13.4% and 11.1% disagreed to 
this. However, 8 respondents representing 2.3% were undecided.  
 
Table 4.15: What mechanisms do you think are deployed by the Nigerian 
government in curbing fake news challenges emanating from social 
networking sites?     

Respondents Frequency Percent (%) 
Public diplomacy  70 20 
Counter propaganda  51 14.6 
Online surveillance  142 40.6 
Social networking tools  66 18.8 
Enactment of law to regulate social media 
use 

10 2.8 

Proposing punitive measures on those 
peddling fake news 

1 0.3 

Approving  capital punishment on 
peddlers of fake news as provided by the 
bill before the national assembly 

10 2.8 

Total 350 100 
Source: Field Survey, 2019 

 

Table 4.14 above shows the best mechanisms to be adopted in handling fake 

news on social media, from the table above, majority of the respondents are 

of the opinion that government should apply online surveillance to curb the 

menace of fake news with a total of 142 respondents representing 40.6% 

followed by those that said public diplomacy with a total of 70 respondents 
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representing 20%. Also those that said social networking tools are 66 

respondents representing 18.8%. while those that said counter propaganda 

are 51 respondents representing 14.6% follow by those that said Enactment 

of law to regulate social media use with a total of 10 respondents representing 

2.8% lastly those that said Proposing punitive measures on those peddling 

fake news with a total of 1 respondent representing 0.3%.  

 

Discussion of findings  

From the data gathered from the study, the research revealed that the security 

situation in Nigeria is very poor, which is a matter of concern to the citizens. 

Table 4.12 shows that the effective use of Social Media by citizens does not 

promote or contribute towards national security challenges in the northern 

and south-eastern parts of Nigeria rather it was the fake news by some 

misguided and misinformed individuals that contributes to the escalation of 

violence and Killings in Jos metropolis. From the table 4.12, it shows that 96% 

of the respondent agreed that fake news is the major cause of killings in Jos 

metropolis.  

The study found that Facebook, Twitter and WhatsApp are the main source 

through which the fake news are circulated that led to national insecurity in 

the northern parts of Nigeria Jos in particular. The findings prove that Social 

Media contributes towards various kinds of rumor attacks, promoting hate 

speech, tribal clashes and terrorism attacks. These lead to high levels of 

insecurity and threats to lives and properties in the region and country at 

large. The study also found that participants cannot tell whether Nigerian 

security services are updated through Social Media domains on the activities 

of Boko Haram. The study also discovered that Social Media does not really 

advance the activities of Boko Haram against the state and humanity. 

The study identified different mechanisms that can be adopted to curb the 

offensive use of Social Media by the general public as well as different 

agitation groups. The techniques include public enlightenment on the positive 

use of Social Media, blocking sources that promote insecurity on Social Media, 

as well as creating laws and policies to control Social Media abuse as seen in 

(Table 4.14). Also the study tries to examine the relationship between fake 

news on social media and political instability in Jos metropolis, from the data 

(table 4.9), 98.8% of the respondents are of the opinion that social media and 

fake news that are circulated through it contributes political instability and 
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insecurity in Jos metropolis. According to Pate (2018) has outlined some 

critical repercussions of fake news in the society as follows: (a) fake news can 

undermine the unity and peace of the country with explosive consequences; 

(b) by its nature, democracy looks adversarial, but fake news makes it worse; 

(c) fake news can exacerbate distrust, division and violence in the already 

divided diverse polity; (d) fake news can undermine confidence and certainty 

of the citizens in the media; and (e) fake news can promote anti-democratic 

tendencies that can subvert confidence in the system, undermine. 

 

Conclusion  

The possible solutions to the menace of disinformation, or fake news and its 
consequences must be studied from a multifaceted perspective. As we 
struggle with the intricate politics of multiple identities of ethnicity, religion 
and regionalism, the undermining impacts of fake news in this era of post-
truth make this challenge more complicated. As people continuously develop, 
share and promote contents that emphasise those fault lines, it would be 
nearly impossible to form a sense of national cohesion for our country. 
Without this, it would be unfeasible to develop a consensus around those 
fundamental issues that would spur our progress as a nation. The danger 
contained in disinformation is not the “untrue” information itself; rather, it is 
what people do with the disinformation that gets to them. Historically, all 
conflicts started with words – what people say to themselves and what they 
say to others (Abdullahi, 2017 March 13; Agbese, 2017; Aminu, 2018; Ansip, 
2017; Kazeem, 2018; Pate & Idris, 2017). In our respective spheres of 
influence as citizens, we can make resolution not to fabricate, encourage or 
share any content that is fake or fraudulent. This may not solve all the 
problems “post-truthfully” but could when people individually and 
collectively join to be part of the solution rather than the problem. Post-truth 
may have been lurking over our society, but it can be suppressed with strong 
legislations, policies and public participation. The government formulates 
policies based on legislative underpinning, which should create room for 
public participation in the anti-fake news, or anti-post-truth-effect campaign 
to disinfect the Nigerian polity of the effect of these lurking anti-social and 
anti-political orderliness. 
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