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Abstract 

This work focused on identifying morality and ethics in Christianity in Nigeria.  

Through phenomenological approach, it identified phenomena like the 

influence of cultural backgrounds, poverty, western education, westernization 

and urbanization as contributing immensely to moral and ethical decay among 

Christians in Nigeria.  In this regards, Christians in Nigeria are advised to live 

moral lives worthy of their status as the light of the world despite these 

identified challenges. The astronomic rise in religious patronage, activities and 

consequent expansions of most religions in Nigeria recently, especially, 

Christianity, is unimaginably evident. However, irrespective of constant 

attendance and observance of religious events in the calendar, the moral 

standard of the society is increasingly on the decline. This is ironical; and has 

inadvertently affected the pace of development in Nigeria. This paper adopted 

the phenomenological approach and the services of secondary sources of data 

collection to unravel these trends. It discovered that religion is good in itself 

and is the only solution to moral decay. It recommended that Nigerians should 

practice the tenets of their various religions as this will help address the moral 

lapses in the society and make way for even development of the nation. 

 

Key Words: Christian morality, cultural background, moral decay, poverty, 

Pentecostalism, urbanization, national integration 

 

Introduction  

Christian ethics is concerned with the morality of human conduct. It is 

interested in what ought to be done in a given situation. Christian ethics Judges 

every action of human beings with the motive of ascertaining whether the action 

is good or bad. Christian ethics is indispensable, particularly in Nigeria where 

almost the majority of citizens are Christians. “According to the pew research 

center, Nigeria has the largest Christian population of any country in Africa, 
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with more than 85 million persons in Nigeria belonging to the church with 

various denominations”. (Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia).It has been the 

expectation of people that Christians should have imbibed Christian ethics that 

would have made Nigeria, an upright Country. 

Christianity, a religion which the Central Intelligent Agency World Population 

Fact Sheet (2011) says accounts for 40% of religious adherents in Nigeria, has 

become a phenomenon in Nigeria.  In other words, Christianity is on the rise in 

Nigeria.  The growth of Christianity in contemporary Nigeria is evident.  As 

early as 1975 Kalu (1976:22) had pointed this out when he wrote that “every 

nook and crannies of Nigeria is endowed with a couple or more churches, 

poised like pubs on London streets”  In contemporary times, Awada (2009:1) 

equally noted that “every street and corner of all our big cities, villages, and 

hamlets are full of churches.  Sunday services are full to capacity, some running 

three or more sessions”.These observations can be corroborated by any 

observant Nigerian who sees the rate churches spring up in Nigeria today. 

On the other hand, practical observations have shown that Christianity in 

contemporary Nigeria is in crises of moral decadence.  Scholarly works like 

those of Aweda (2009), Idensi (2010) Ugwueye (2002), Obiora (1999), 

Iheanacho (2010), Ejizu (2008), Uwaegbute (2013) etc have in various 

capacities decried the rampart cases of immorality among Christians in Nigeria.  

The problems of corruption, criminality, sexual immorality, deception, injustice 

etc were all pointed out as becoming rampant in contemporary Christianity by 

these scholars.  These have become a recurring decimal.  Infact, to some 

Christians in Nigeria these immoral behaviours have become a “conventional 

norm or a way of life” highly compatible with the practice of Christianity.  It is 

therefore paradoxical that while Christianity has witnessed a phenomenal 

growth in Nigeria, Christian morality is on the decline in Nigeria.  This paper 

is therefore an effort towards critically analyzing the possible contributory 

causes of moral decadence among Christians in contemporary Nigeria.  This 

paper approaches this issue from a phenomenological point of view.  This is 

because Christianity itself is a lived phenomenon.  As such Christianity is 

practiced by people who face certain concrete life situations.  These life 

situations have influences on peoples view and practice of Christianity.  In the 

case of practice of Christianity in Nigeria any denial of the above said is both 

fallacious and erroneous. 

 

Concept of Morality 

All the definitions of morality point to the fact that it is concerned with the 

principles of good and bad or right and wrong and a preference for the good and 
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bad or right and wrong and a preference for the good and the right. It is the 

difficulty of determining what actually is right or wrong that has made the 

concept an academic issue that has informed a lot of theories. 

However an examination of a few of the definitions will make good our claim. 

The BBC English Dictionary defines morality as: “the belief that some behavior 

is right and acceptable and other behavior is wrong and unacceptable”. In the 

New Webster’s English Dictionary, it is “upright conduct”. It is to clarify the 

concept of upright and acceptable conduct that schofield (2016) explains 

morality as: “a behavior that is acceptable by society”. While it is easy to defend 

that schofield has made the definition simple in that it has a scope, the concept, 

is further exposed to the problems of relativism. The reasons being that, there 

are societies and within a society, the concept of time is paramount. For 

instance, what may be acceptable this year may be rejected in the next two 

years. Slavery and apartheid are now looked upon as evil. Capital punishment 

is no longer in vogue. These constraints make it philosophically difficult to 

define morality when it is meant to represent a lasting definition (ought to). 

 

Impact of Morality and Ethics in Christianity 

The study of this psychological process regarding ethical development may add 

additional knowledge on the nature of Christian ethics and thus Christian faith. 

This happens because psychology as a science consists a basic element of the 

special scientific domain of  “Psychology  of  Religion”,  aiming  at  the  

psychological investigation of the religious phenomenon as well as due to the 

relation of psychology to  “pastoral  psychology” (Begzos,  2015).  This 

relationship is also supported since both sciences deal with the human soul and 

by the fact that psychology investigates human experience, the origin of this 

experience, the nature, feasibility and their effect on psychological human 

balance (Nisiotis, 2015).  This form  of studying  Christian ethics  through  

psychological processes  may  contribute  to  a  better preparation  of those 

undertaking the difficult task of pastoral care of the soul. The purpose of the 

present study is to investigate the process of development of Christian ethics 

towards the moral perfection ofman.  This study, at the same time, will 

investigate the development of Christian ethics along with the development of 

philosophical ethics.  

It will be practically unfair to say that the problem of moral decadence applies 

only to adherents of Christianity in Nigeria.  If this is the case, then the problem 

of immorality seen among adherents of other religions in Nigeria would not 

raise.  However, the researchers interest here stem from practical observations 

of horrendous immorality among some Christians in Nigeria, and also, the 
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researchers concern as members of the Christian religion in Nigeria.  This, 

having been aid, any social observer or an avid reader of Newspapers in Nigeria 

would notice some bizarre immoral practices, which Newspapers reports show 

some Christians engaging in.  Sometimes, the most bizarre involves church 

leaders (Uwaegbute, 2013).  Some notable cases are hereby highlighted.  In 

2006/7 for example,,EmekaEzeugo A.K.A. Rev. King ,the founder of Christian 

Praying Assembly(CPM) in Ejao Estate Lagos, made headline news in the 

media.  Rev. King was charged to court over the murder of a female church 

member whom King accused of fornication.  In an Ikeja High Court, other 

amorous practises of Rev. King were revealed by a fellow female CPM member 

who witnessed in court to King’s murder charge.  The female witness pointed 

out that King made her his “sex toy” when she was mandated to served King’s 

meals nude.  King was consequently, convicted of murder and condemned to 

death by hanging.  He is currently on death row in Katsina prison (Obadan, 

2008). 

Onaiyekan (2011) observes that Nigeria is a nation of superlatives; manage to 

keep in tension various conflicting and ambivalent factors within her 

nationallife; and religion is one of them. It is sometimes said that her being 

religious has no impact whatsoever on the life of the people especially in the 

light of the endemic corruption. However, one should not jump too quickly to 

the conclusion that religion in Nigeria makes no positive impact on the people. 

Many Nigerians are guided in their faiths and many have been motivated and 

empowered to go against the general current of corruption to live a good life. 

Not every such effort is documented for all to see (Onaiyekan, 2011, pp.2-3). 

This informs the relevance of religious ethics and national development in 

Nigeria. Religion is a universal phenomenon, regardless of where you live, you 

have no doubt seen how religion affect the lives of millions of people. In fact 

the moral safeguard of the average Nigerians towards corruption is very low. 

Therefore, people need to embrace the right attitude to wealth and power which 

are the rudiments of a country with high moral standards. In traditional African 

belief system, leaders are concerned with the legacy they would leave behind 

for the immortalization of their names. Therefore, corrupt practices and 

administrative abuses are not tolerated but expose with impurity. Nigerians 

need reorientation and reshaping of their negative value system. For instance, 

the quality of leadership in traditional ideology is a sacred and divine institution, 

which is highly valued in traditional religious culture. The principle of 

governance as well as discharge of responsibilities must be in conformity with 

the fear of the supernatural. No fundamental change would take place in any 

society without considering religious factor, as an all embracing phenomenon 
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.For Jesus Christ, he taught that leadership is for service and nothing else 

(Shishima, 2016). 

 

Factors Militating Against Christian Morality and Ethics in Nigeria 

Attempt is made here at discussing the probable causes of moral decadence 

among Christians in Nigeria.  In other words, the researchers will discuss the 

influences some phenomena in the Nigeria context which have in various ways 

contributed to moral decadence among Christians.  These phenomena include: 

(i) The Influence of Cultural Backgrounds 

Generally, the typical African man is very inseparable from his 

cultural background.  Cultural background influences   peoples’ 

cosmology and perception of things around them.  The religion 

called Christianity was imported into Africa through the activities of 

20th century European Missionaries.  To a huge extent, the African 

people were receptive of Christianity on one hand, but could not 

shake off the influences of their cultural backgrounds on their view 

and practise of Christianity on the other hand.  The practice of 

Christianity in Nigeria is no different.  Most cultures in which 

Christianity is practised in Nigeria have certain influences on the 

people’s perception, and practise of Christianity.  This stems from 

their cultures values, beliefs and practices. 

The effects of these cultural values and beliefs on Christian morality 

have been great.  This is further given impetus by high reverence and 

glory the church itself gives wealthy Christians.  The source of 

wealth no longer means anything to the church in Nigeria.  This may 

be why David – West, earlier referred to in this work pointed out 

recently that they (the church) shy away from telling corrupt leaders 

the truth when they go to church with a lot of camera men (Ebhomele 

and Atebe, 2013).  The church has lost the moral power to fight 

against the powerful influences of ill gotten wealth in her midst.  

These to  a huge extent encourage debasement of Christian morality 

more.  For instance, a poor Christian who attends church services 

where Christian cheats and cons flaunt their ill-gotten wealth to the 

praise and glory of the church, may not be blamed if he engages in 

nefarious activities in pursuit of wealth and honour which will 

consequently earn him the glories of the church too.  After all, a lot 

of known “ritual money makers” abound in churches in Nigeria who 

churches sing their praises.  It is in this line of thought that Ejizu 

(2008) pointed out that a lot of Christian cheats and criminals abound 
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in churches in Nigeria who are applauded by the church for their 

monetary contributions to the church. 

In line with these, it is therefore argued here that cultural 

backgrounds in Nigeria greatly contribute to the steady decline of 

Christian morality in Nigeria. 

(ii) Poverty; a phenomenal problem in Nigeria 

It is highly appalling that 53 years of independent rule in Nigeria 

have not really improved standard of living in Nigeria.  In other 

words, poverty is a glaring phenomenon in Nigeria (Ngele and 

Uwaegbute 2013).  A lot of Nigerians are wallowing in abject 

poverty.  The National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) recently pointed 

out that about 67.1 percent of Nigerians live below poverty line.  In 

other words, according to National Bureau of Statistics, 112 Million 

Nigerians out of the total population of 167 million live below 

poverty line today. (Premuiumtimesnigeria.com,2013). 

(iii) The Pentecostal Menace 

Any denial that Pentecostalism has become a phenomenal brand of 

Christianity in Nigeria is erroneous.  In the same vein, to deny that 

Pentecostalism has  contributed a lot towards a  revival of first 

century apostolic Christianity in Nigeria is to deny the good work of 

Pentecostalism in Nigeria.  Pentecostalism is a renewal movement 

within Christianity, places great emphasis on personal experience of 

God through the Holy Spirit (Blumhofer, 1989). 

Pentecostalism has a rich and colourful history in Nigeria.  However, 

the emergence of the Neo-Charismatic’s/Neo-Pentecostals in the 

1980s as Komolafe (2011) pointed out, added impetus to present 

Pentecostal movement in Nigeria.  On the other hand, the spread of 

Pentecostalism in Nigeria has greatly contributed to the debasement 

of Christian morality in Nigeria.  Without any bias, it must be 

pointed out here that the spread of Pentecostalism in Nigeria made it 

possible for one person to own, control and direct a church.  In this 

regards, a lot of things began to go wrong.  We must acknowledge 

the fact that commercialization of churches today, has a link with the 

above indicated.  Equally, the current multiplication of churches in 

Nigeria and the emergence of self-made pastors, bishops, 

Archbishops, seers, faith healers, miracle pastors in Nigeria today 

are direct influences of Pentecostalism on Christianity in Nigeria.  

Some of churches that spring up every day in Nigeria engage in 

immoral practices in bid to make money.  Scholars like Obiora 

(1999), Ude (2000), Ugwueye (2002), Ituma (2000) and Iheanacho 
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(2010) have in various ways pointed out the problems associated 

with the rise, spread, and unschooled some practices of some 

Pentecostal churches in Nigeria.  The problems of tithing, marathon 

offertory sessions, seed sowing, arranged miracles, claim of 

fraudulent academic titles, deceit and lies were all pointed out by 

these scholars. 

(iv) The Influences of Western Education and Westernization 

Western education is the system of education that was brought to 

Africans through Western civilization and colonialism.  This system 

of education is typical of what obtains in western educational system.  

Westernization is conversion to or adoption of western traditions or 

techniques (Meriam-Webster Dictionary, 2013).  Both western 

education and westernization are in full swing in Nigeria today.  The 

influences of these phenomena on morality have been massive. 

Scholars like Madukwe and Madukwe (2011) and Ariwolo (2010) 

have shown the disastrous effects of western education and 

westernization on morality in Nigeria.    

Ariwolo holds westernization responsible for high sexual immorality 

among youths in Nigeria.  The prevalence of sexual promiscuity 

among youths in Nigeria today, Ariwolo says, is a direct influence 

of westernization. In the context of Christianity in Nigeria, this also 

applies.  The liberalization of Christianity and Christian morals has 

links with influences of western education and westernization in 

Nigeria.  That sex and human sexuality, for example, have become 

liberalized, are the effects of western education and westernization.  

This is further given impetus with the current decline of Christian 

morals in western Christianity.  It is very funny to think that the west 

which laboured to sow the seed of Christianity in Africa has now 

turned round to promote absurd immoral Christian behaviours.  

Some Christians in Nigeria emulate these.  The contentious issues of 

homosexuality and homosexual rights in Europe and America, for 

example, are slowly creeping into the church in Nigeria.  So far this 

year, about four Pentecostal pastors in Nigeria have been jailed for 

the offences related to homosexuality and other deviant sexual 

practices (The Daily Sun Newspaper, August 2, 2012 and online 

Nigeria, 2013).   Practical observations show that though 

homosexuality is still repressed in Nigeria, Christian youth still 

engage in it.  This also applies in issues of nudity and indecent 

dressing among some Christian females today.  These and more, we 
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all have the influences of western education and westernization to 

thank. 

(v) Influence of Science and Technology 

The world in which we are living today has witnessed a giant leap in 

science and technology.  Rise in science and technology has 

impacted heavily on human lives.  Science and technology have 

contributed a lot towards making lives better and worth living.   But 

amid all these, rise in science and technology has negatively 

influenced human morality.  A philosopher like Martin Heidegger 

foresaw these negative impacts of science and technology on human 

morality during the mid 20th century and had strongly pointed out 

that science and technology will surely not only corrode human 

morality but affect the whole of human values negatively (Watts, 

2001).   In contemporary times Heidegger has, to a huge extent, been 

vindicated. 

In Nigeria rise in science and technology has contributed to the 

decline of Christian morality.  The increased access to the internet, 

especially the World Wide Web (www) has necessitated easy 

communication via the internet.  Despite other positive uses of the 

internet especially in areas of researches, and communication, 

negative and immoral practices are learnt from the internet.  Many 

pornographic sites for example abound in the internet.  A lot of 

Christian youths in Nigeria patronize these pornographic sites which 

glorify sex and sexual activities.  It is no wonder then that some 

Christian youths try to practice what they learnt via these 

pornographic sites.  Like the internet, increased access to electronic 

gadgetry like televisions, compact discs, digital video discs and 

mobile phones etc have also helped the cause of immoral behaviours 

among Christian youths in Nigeria.  A lot of immoral behaviours are 

learnt through these mediums.  To add to these, increased access to 

movies or compact discs which glorify gangstarism, drug usage and 

violence have really added to the decline of Christian morality in 

Nigeria especially among callow Christian youths.  These Christian 

youths fall Prey to mind manipulation induced by what they see on 

the internet or, watch in the movies.  These in more ways than one 

have added to the decline of Christian morality in Nigeria. 

 

Materials and Method 

Phenomenological approach which refers to the method in the study of 

phenomenon shall be used in this research. It is a study of fact or event in nature 

(or society) as it appears or is experienced by the senses (Procter, 2014). 

Phenomenological method deals with the true nature of the theme from inside. 
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It will be applied in this work to enable the researcher uncover the reasons for 

decline in morality and ethics in Christianity in Nigeria and in the contemporary 

society. The work shall equally make use of the secondary sources of data 

collection. This is basically the use of related and relevant literature in the 

libraries. 

 

Prevention and Advocacy Programmes to stabilize Morality and Ethics in 

Christianity 

Religion is a major solution to the myriads of problems that have plagued this 

nation. It is the solution to moral decadence that has destroyed the fibres of 

development in Nigeria. Okere (2006:38) said that, “the mother of morality is 

religion. For the vast majority of human beings and certainly of Africans and 

Nigerians, morality is religion-based.” They learn morality from their religion, 

frame it in religious terms and ultimately justify it by appeals to religion and 

God. Religion is the general description of man’s relation to God; as such, it is 

more than ideas or just a body of knowledge. It is rather a set of held beliefs 

that generates or creates values and attitudes designed to lead to specific action 

of final fulfilment (Okere, 2006). To address the moral decay in Nigeria today, 

religion is indispensable in various ways: 

i. First, the communicative failure, which has encouraged the present 

moral situation, needs to be straightened. Specifically, the dignity 

associated with religious language and environment needs restoration. 

Besides these, those who profess belief in various religious traditions 

in Nigeria must live such lives as will make a difference in the society. 

The onus is on both the religious leaders and the followers. It is high 

time adherents of various religions began to practice what they learn, 

not just hearing or moving from one pillar to post (James 1:22) (Audi, 

2002).  

ii. Second, the quality of teaching and preaching need to improve. The 

questions most outstanding in people’s lives need answers that are 

stipulated in the religious books. There is need for a balancing 

concerning issues of life that are contemporary. The determinant of 

religious morality and the nature of commitment have to be re-

established and upgraded through high quality religious teaching and 

living.  

iii. The role of African Traditional Religion which emphasizes the 

restoration of African moral values needs to be taken into 

consideration. The flight of core moral values from the society among 

youths is a big concern which questions the roles of parents and 
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guardians in the family. There is need for parents, religious leaders and 

traditional institutions to inculcate those cherished values like 

obedience, respect for elders, truthfulness, dignity in labour, chastity 

among other values into their children. This will go a long way in 

reducing moral decay in the society. 

 

Conclusion 

This paper adopted the phenomenological approach in its study of the causes of 

moral decay, among Christians in Nigeria today.  Phenomena like poverty, 

urbanization, cultural backgrounds etc. were pointed out as contributing to 

moral decadence among Christians in Nigeria. These phenomena were shown 

as contributing heavily to the debasement of Christian morality in Nigeria.  

Christians in Nigeria are advised to always shun immorality of all kinds and 

live lives that will reflect their status as the salt ad light of the world especially 

in a Nigerian society witnessing massive changes owing to westernization and 

modernization. 

 

Recommendations 

In view of the discussions in this paper, these recommendations are hereby 

given: 

i. Christians in Nigeria should imitate western cultures and values with 

cautiousness. 

ii. Christians should engage in decent means of making money in Nigeria. 

iii. Excessive desire for materialism prevalent in Nigerian Christianity 

today should be condemned by the church. 

iv. The government and the church in Nigeria should tackle poverty through 

concrete means. 

v. In the above regards, job creation and youth empowerment through 

training are highly imperative. 

vi. Christians are called here to remember their status as the “light and salt 

of the world”.  This means that their moral lives should never be found 

wanting.  Indulging in certain immoral practices therefore undermine 

their roles as the “salt and light” of the world. 
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