
 

 

International Journal of Humanities & Social Sciences 

   Published by Cambridge Research and Publications 

 

 

                                                                            IJHSS ISSN-2630-7276 (Print) 

 

 

 

413 

Vol. 19 No. 6 

September, 2020. 

ANALYSIS ON FARMERS AND HERDSMEN CRISES 

IN BARKIN LADI LGA OF PLATEAU STATE 

NIGERIA 

 
 

1ADEDIRE, O., 1MBAH, J.J., 1SADIKU, Y., 1POPOOLA, 

A.S., 1OLADEJO, A.O., 1SIKIRU, G.K. 
1 Federal College of Forestry, Jos, Plateau State, Nigeria 

 

Abstract 

Farmers and Fulani herdsmen crises in Barkin Ladi Local Government Area 

(LGA), Plateau State Nigeria present major constraints towards boosting 

agricultural productivity. This shows that absence of violent crisis between 

farmers and herdsmen remains a determining factor towards more food 

production. In this study, analysis on farmers and herdsmen crises in Barkin 

Ladi LGA, Plateau State, Nigeria is carried out towards more food production. 

Odds of the distribution were examined based on sexes of respondents using 

Chi-square and significance or probability value of 0.738 was indicated 

meaning that odds of the distribution were not statistically significant. Three 

major causes of violent crises were analysed and One Way Analysis of Variance 

(ANOVA) was used to check for significant difference in the causes of crises, 

results from one way ANOVA show that there is no significant difference 

(p>0.05) in the causes of crises by sexes and age groups. Results from 

descriptive statistics also show that 38.1% do not often prefer to report crises 

to the police force and that about 72.2% of farmers/herdsmen take laws into 

their hands during period of crises. Hence, it is imperative for policy makers to 

make policies regarding open grazing since it is the basis for which crises occur 

due to injury sustained by herders’ cattle while in the process of destroying 

farmers’ crops. 
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Introduction 

Boost in agricultural output and effective farming can be achieved when all 

stakeholders in agriculture operate in environment devoid of crises. However, 

struggles over the control of economically viable land often results in conflicts 

with probable tension from such struggles leading to violent clashes among 

communities. Abbas (2009) established that land related matters often 

constitute major cause of crises between farmers and Fulani herdsmen. He 



 

 

International Journal of Humanities & Social Sciences 

   Published by Cambridge Research and Publications 

 

 

                                                                            IJHSS ISSN-2630-7276 (Print) 

 

 

 

414 

Vol. 19 No. 6 

September, 2020. 

emphasized grazing fields among main causes of crises in Nigeria and that it 

requires urgent attention. Killings often recorded by farmers and Fulani 

herdsmen due to violent clashes do not indicate new phenomenon, it has been 

in existence for decades in Nigeria (Okeke, 2014; Adam, 2016; Eraye, 2019). 

Several lives have been lost with Fulani herdsmen killing 1,229 people 

sometimes in 2014 displacing many people of their farmlands and loss of their 

major source of livelihood (Global Terrorist Index, 2015). 

While some herdsmen attribute killing of their cows by farmers to religious 

differences, farmers on the other hand see herdsmen as threat to their survival 

because they intentionally allow their cows to eat their crops and agricultural 

produce. With accusations from both sides, mass media play vital roles in 

reactions or expected behaviour of people (Adisa, 2016). The way news story 

and editorial comments are framed may trigger unrest and reprisal killings by 

aggrieved group of people in communities (Gever and Essien, 2017; Adisa et 

al., 2012). 

Crises between farmers and Fulani herdsmen have left devastating effects on 

different groups of people in Barkin Ladi area of Plateau State from ethno-

religious perspective. The work done relative to conflict in Barkin Ladi centred 

on cattle rustling, tribal and religious sentiments (Cinjel, 2015; Cinjel et al., 

2020). It is against this backdrop that this study is conducted to investigate the 

perspective of farmers and Fulani herdsmen on the crises in Barkin Ladi Local 

Government Area (LGA) of Plateau State. This research is aimed at performing 

analysis on farmers and Fulani herdsmen crises in Barkin Ladi (LGA) of 

Plateau State, Nigeria from the perspectives of both farmers and Fulani 

herdsmen. The specific objectives of this study are:  to determine percentage of 

people who take law into their hands during crises based on their responses and 

to determine whether there is significant difference between the causes of 

crises. Further objective of this study includes investigating level of interaction 

through communication between farmers and Fulani herdsmen in Barkin Ladi 

LGA of Plateau State.  

The significance of this study is that it has the possibility of bringing remarkable 

solution to incessant crises in Barkin Ladi LGA since analysis here centres on 

direct contributions from both farmers and Fulani herdsmen. However, this 

study is limited in scope to affected areas of Barkin Ladi: Gashish, Foron, Fan 

and Heipang. 

The remaining part of this paper is organized as follows: sections 2 deals with 

research methodology, section 3 is on results and discussion and lastly 

conclusion comes up in section 4. 
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Research Methodology 

Study Area 

Barkin Ladi is one of the seventeen LGAs in Plateau State, Nigeria. It has an 

area of 1032 km2 and is on coordinate  90 32’ 00” N , 80 54’ 00” E, also languages 

spoken there are Berom, Foron and Gashish. While it consists of districts and 

villages with total population of about 158,556 people comprising of about 

79,333 males and about 79,223 females at 1991 population census, it also 

consists of about 90,913 males, about 88,892 females with a total of about 

179,805 people at 2006 population census (National Bureau of statistics, 2010). 

Its estimated population at 2016 is about 235,500 (City population, 2016). 

Farming is the major occupation of people in Barkin Ladi with land area having 

possibility of yielding good farm produce. Establishment of Plateau State 

Polytechnic has also encouraged influx of people and at the same time improved 

economic activities in Barkin Ladi LGA. 

 

Source of data and analysis 

This study used primary source of data. The instrument used for data collection 

includes administration of 400 questionnaires which were used to obtain 

information from the affected communities in Barkin Ladi. However, 

combination of questionnaires and verbal approach were employed for the 

farmers and herdsmen that are not literate. The approach involved reading out 

the content of the questionnaires to them using their preferred languages and 

ticking the questionnaires based on their responses. The choice of those who 

administered the questionnaires involved people who could speak languages of 

both the farmers and Fulani herdsmen. Data collected were analysed using Chi-

square, One Way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) and Descriptive Statistics. 

 

Results and Discussion 

Results of the analysis from respondents involving both farmers and Fulani 

herdsmen in Barkin Ladi LGA are presented in tables and figures as follows: 

 

Table1: Responses of farmers/herdsmen by sexes on people taking laws 

into their hands during crises 

                S.A A N D SD 

Sex         Male             Number 

                                     % Total 

99 

24.9% 

68 

17.1% 

22 

5.5% 

24 

6.0% 

13 

3.3% 

              Female          Number 

                                     % Total 

68 

17.1% 

52 

13.1% 

18 

4.5% 

25 

6.3% 

9 

2.3% 
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Total                            Number 

                                     % Total 

167 

42.0% 

120 

30.2% 

40 

10.0% 

49 

12.3% 

22 

5.5% 

Source: Field survey, 2019 

 

From Table 1, responses of the respondents show 287 respondents agreed, 40 

respondents expressed no opinion and 71 people disagreed that people take laws 

into their hands in case of misunderstanding during crises. We found that out 

of 400 questionnaires administered, there were 398 valid responses with 2 

invalid responses, 72% agreed, 10.0% expressed no opinion and 17.8% 

disagreed that farmers/herdsmen take laws into their hands during crises in 

Barkin Ladi LGA of Plateau State. It should be noted that out of 72.2% that 

agreed that farmers/herdsmen take laws into their hands during crises, 42% of 

them strongly agreed while 30.2% agreed normally hence while some males 

were sampled, the percentage farmers/herdsmen that strongly agreed across 

gender indicate higher proportion than those who agreed normally. 

While Table 1 shows responses across gender, Figure 1 on the other hand 

indicates responses of farmers/herdsmen across age group relative to whether 

farmers/herdsmen take laws into their hands during crises. 

 
Figure 1: Responses of farmers/herdsmen by age group on people taking 

laws into their hands during crises. 

 

The results in Figure 1 show that those in the age group 21-25 years consist of 

highest number of those who strongly felt that taking laws into their hands 

without waiting for constituted authorities of government is responsible for 

social disorder. The structure of Figure 1 shows that the people that agreed 
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across age groups are higher than those that disagreed which indicate that the 

patterns across sexes and age groups are similar. 

 

Table 2: Responses of farmers/herdsmen on whether they have been 

victims of crises or not in Barkin Ladi LGA of Plateau State. 

                YES NO 

Sex         Male             Number 

                                     % Total 

118 

29.6% 

108 

27.1% 

              Female          Number 

                                     % Total 

86 

21.5% 

87 

21.8% 

Total                            Number 

                                     % Total 

204 

51.1% 

195 

48.9.2% 

     Source: Field survey, 2019 

 

From Table 2, 29.6% males and 21.5% females indicated that they have been 

victims of crises in Barkin Ladi LGA. This account shows that 51.1% 

farmers/herdsmen have been victims of crises in the LGA and 48.9% have not 

been victims of crises by sexes of the respondents. 

 

 
Figure 2: Responses of farmers/herdsmen by age group on being a victim 

of crises. 

 

The analysis of those who have been victims by age group is displayed in Figure 

2. The results show that those in the age group 26-30 years have highest 

proportion of victims followed by those in the age group 21-25 years. 
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Figure 3: Responses of farmers/herdsmen by sexes on lack of effective 

communication 

 

From Figure 3, largest proportion of farmers and Fulani herdsmen agree that 

lack of adequate communication between them often lead to crises. This means 

that issues which could be amicably resolved may degenerate to crises in Barkin 

Ladi LGA.  

On establishment of more police stations in the affected areas, responses of the 

respondents from Table 3 by sexes of the respondents show 120 males 

farmers/herdsmen agreed out of which 46 strongly agreed that more 

establishment of police station could bring an end to incessant killings, 101 

female farmers/ herdswomen also agreed, out of which 35 strongly agreed that 

such establishment of security agency could  bring an end to crises in the Barkin 

Ladi LGA. On the other hand, 50 males and 36 females do not show any opinion 

while 55 males and 35 females disagreed that establishment of more police 

stations could bring an end to crises in Barkin Ladi LGA. 

 

Table 3: Responses of farmers/herdsmen by sexes on establishment of more 

police stations. 

                S.A A N D SD 

Sex         Male             Number 
                                     % Total 

46 

11.6% 

74 

18.6% 

50 

12.6% 

38 

9.6% 

17 

4.3% 

              Female          Number 
                                     % Total 

35 

8.8% 

66 

16.6% 

36 

9.1% 

22 

5.5% 

13 

3.3% 

Total                            Number 
                                     % Total 

 81 

20.4% 

140 

35.3% 

86 

21.7% 

60 

15.1% 

30 

7.6% 

Source: Field survey, 2019 



 

 

International Journal of Humanities & Social Sciences 

   Published by Cambridge Research and Publications 

 

 

                                                                            IJHSS ISSN-2630-7276 (Print) 

 

 

 

419 

Vol. 19 No. 6 

September, 2020. 

n Table 3, responses of the respondents were not equally distributed across their 

sexes relative to establishment of police stations in Barkin Ladi LGA since 

more male farmers/ herdsmen were seen especially among herders. There is 

need to check whether this happen by chance or not, hence we check that if the 

questionnaires were randomly administered once again to the respondents 

whether similar results will be obtained. In order to calculate the odds of this 

distribution happening by chance we employ Chi-square test as shown in Table 

4, the Chi-square has the significance or probability value of 0.738 which 

indicates that we accept that odds of the distribution of responses are not 

statistically significant and conclude that there is no significant relationship 

between the sexes of the respondents and their responses on whether the 

establishment of more police stations could bring an end to crises in Barkin 

Ladi LGA. 

 

Table 4: Chi-square on responses of farmers/herdsmen by sexes on 

establishment of more police stations. 

                Value df Asymp 

2-sided 

Sig 

Pearson Chi-square          1.990     4 0.738 

Likelihood ratio  2.002 4        0.735 

Linear by linear association 0.607 1 0.436 

Number of valid cases  397   

 

On whether respondents often report to police about cases of incidence in times 

of crises, results from Table 5 shows that 36.3% males, 25.6% females totalling 

61.9% farmers/herdsmen show preference for reporting to police during crises 

and 38.1 % do not show preference for reporting to police during crises. 

 

Table 5: Responses of farmers/herdsmen on whether they often report 

crises to police or not in Barkin Ladi LGA of Plateau State. 

                YES NO 

Sex         Male             Number 

                                     % Total 

145 

36.3% 

82 

20.6% 

              Female          Number 

                                     % Total 

102 

25.6% 

70 

17.5% 

Total                            Number 

                                     % Total 

247 

61.9% 

152 

38.1% 

Source: Field survey, 2019 

 

Three major causes of crises are farmers injuring herdsmen cattle, herdsmen 

cattle destroying farmers’ crops and lack of adequate communication between 

farmers and Fulani herdsmen. 
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Table 6: Analysis of Variance on the causes of crises by sexes in Barkin 

Ladi LGA. 

                Sum of 

squares  

Df Mean 

squares 

F p-value 

Farmers injuring herdsmen      
Between Groups 
cattle can cause crises               Within 
Groups  
 Total 

1.755 

588.00 

589.75 

1 

398 

399 

1.755 

1.477 

1.188 

 

0.276 

 

Herdsmen cattle destroying      
Between Groups 
farmers crops can cause           
Within Groups  
crises                                          Total 

0.738 

432.50 

433.24 

1 

398 

399 

0.738 

1.087 

0.679 

 

0.410 

 

Lack of communication is       
Between Groups 
the major cause of crises         Within 
Groups 
                                                  Total                                        

0.335 

622.385 

622.720 

1 

395 

396 

0.335 

1.576 

0.213 

 

0.645 

 

 

Results in Table 6 indicate that there is no significant difference (p>0.05) in the 

three causes of crises by sexes of the respondents. This analysis is extended to 

verify if there is significant difference in the causes of crises based on age 

groups. Results from Table 7 also show that there is no significant difference in 

the causes of crises by age groups of the respondents. 

 

Table 6: Analysis of Variance on the causes of crises by age groups in 

Barkin Ladi LGA. 

                Sum of 

squares  

Df Mean 

squares 

F p-

value 

Farmers injuring herdsmen      Between 

Groups 

cattle can cause crises               Within 

Groups  

                                                   Total 

9.286 

566.613 

575.899 

5 

392 

397 

1.857 

1.445 

1.285 

 

0.270 

 

Herdsmen cattle destroying      Between 

Groups 

farmers crops can cause           Within 

Groups  

crises                                          Total 

9.133 

420.585 

429.719 

5 

392 

397 

1.827 

1.073 

1.702 

 

0.133 
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Lack of communication is       Between 

Groups 

the major cause of crises         Within 

Groups 

                                                  Total                                        

3.776 

618.366 

622.142 

5 

389 

394 

0.755 

1.590 

0.475 

 

0.795 

 

 

The means plots of crises being caused by farmers injuring herdsmen cattle are 

displayed in Figure 4 with those in age group 11-15 years having highest notion 

that injury to herdsmen cattle can cause crises followed by those in the age 

group 31-35 years.  

 
Figure 4: Means of farmers injuring herdsmen cattle can cause crises in 

Barkin Ladi LGA. 

While the means plots of crises being caused by herdsmen cattle destroying 

farmers crop are depicted in Figure 5, results from figure 5 indicate age group 

11-15 years have the highest frequency of people with notion that herdsmen 

cattle destroying farmers crops is the main cause of crises followed by those in 

age group 21-25 years. 
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Figure 5: Means of Fulani herdsmen cattle destroying farmers’ crops can 

cause crises in Barkin Ladi LGA. 

 

The means plot of crises being caused by lack of adequate communication 

between farmers and Fulani herdsmen are shown in Figure 6. 

 
Figure 6: Means of lack of adequate communication can cause crises in 

Barkin Ladi LGA. 

Results from Figure 6 also show age group 11-15 years as having highest 

frequency of people with notion that crises are majorly caused by lack of 

adequate communication between farmers and Fulani herdsmen. 

 

Conclusion 

In this research, analysis on farmers and herdsmen crises in Barkin Ladi LGA 

of Plateau State, Nigeria was carried out. One major factor causing crises is 

revenge as 72.2 % of respondents both from farmers and Fulani herdsmen 

agreed that taking laws into their hands often constitute serious threat to 

peaceful coexistence in the affected areas. Very large proportion of the 

respondents also stated that lack of adequate communication which could lead 

to mutual understanding of both parties often lead to crises with attendant 

obstruction to food productivity. Other major factors causing violent clashes 

were analysed, the factors are farmers injuring herdsmen cattle, herdsmen cattle 

destroying farmers’ crops and lack of good communication between the two 

parties. Results indicate that there is no significant difference in the causes of 

crises based on their responses. About 38.1% of respondents do not always 

report matter of crises to the police force, there is need to create avenue to build 

the confidence of people of Barkin Ladi in Nigerian Police Force. 
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