
 

 

International Journal of Humanities & Social Sciences 

   Published by Cambridge Research and Publications 

 

 

                                                                            IJHSS ISSN-2630-7276 (Print) 

 

 

 

25 

Vol. 19 No. 6 

September, 2020. 

EPISTEMIC CORRUPTION AND INJUSTICE IN 

NIGERIAN TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS: WOMEN AS 

VICTIMS 

 

 

GODFREY ATUNU DIBIE (PhD)  

Department of General Studies, Federal University, Wukari, Taraba, Nigeria 

 

Abstract  

Corruption permeates all facets of Nigeria and constitutes a means of 

perpetrating injustice. Generally, women suffer injustice more than men do. 

This study examines the rate of corruption and injustice in Nigerian tertiary 

institutions, focusing on women as victims. It reveals that the rate of corruption 

and injustice in Nigerian tertiary institutions is very high. Gender and sexual 

orientation, patriarchy, women relegation, beliefs, poverty, socio-cultural and 

economic factors are basically why women are more vulnerable to epistemic 

corruption and injustice. These ugly trends have grave effects on Nigeria and 

its peoples, tertiary institutions, education standard, ethics, development, 

economy, polity and entirety. Both government and individuals are blamed for 

the spate of corruption and injustice obtained in these institutions. In 

submission, epistemic corruption is the most devastating phase of corruption, 

while the practice of corruption and injustice in tertiary institutions shows 

moral decadence and the erosion of educational standard and ethics, and how 

these have been institutionalised. It calls on all and sundry for real attitudinal 

change, reorientation, mass sensitisation and strong legislations that spare no 

offender. 
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Introduction 

Corruption is one of the cankerworms ravaging the Nigerian society in 

numerous ways over the years (Dibie & Robert, 2017:1). It takes various forms 

and perpetrators (Dibie & Robert, 2017:1; Dode, 2007:7). The epistemic 

marginalisation of women in Africa is said to be one serious problem less honed 

most times in academia. And, wherever the epistemic perspective of the 

opposite sex is trivialised, epistemic lop-sidedness is inevitable (Chimakonam 

in Chimakonam & du Toit, 2018:8). The adjective ‘epistemic’ is used here to 
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describe the kind of corruption and injustice characterising schools, focusing 

on Nigerian tertiary institutions of learning. 

This essay focuses on Nigerian tertiary institutions, where epistemic corruption 

and injustice largely obtain and women are the number one victims. These 

anomalies, constituting ethical issues, take various forms. The spate of 

corruption in post-independence Nigeria has been decried by Jang (2012) thus: 

Right from the 1st Republic to the 7th Republic, corruption has proved an 

endemic disease in this country, and our rulers have come up, from time to time, 

with fanciful diagnosis but none has provided the antidote. The whole 

phenomenon of corrupt practices, conspicuous consumption and pervasion of 

governmental procedures in Nigeria has its roots in the ideological flux which 

characterises the transition from indigenous moral restraint, on one side, to the 

complexities of modern discipline, on the other hand. …Politics in Nigeria, for 

example is sometimes hard to keep clean merely because people are moving 

from one set of values to another. In no other area of life is this better illustrated 

than in the whole issue of ethical solidarity and kinship obligations. 

The above observation makes it clear that corruption in Nigeria is endemic and 

obtains in all sectors. It stresses the extent to which corruption has infected 

politics, governance, ethics, morality and businesses. But like most other works 

on corruption in Nigeria, it does not capture epistemic corruption, which this 

study sets out to do. This study also looks at epistemic injustice, as a phase of 

corruption. Most scholars have blamed the spate of corruption in post-

independence Nigeria on political leaders and their fellow elites in other sectors, 

including those in education sector (Dibie & Robert, 2017; Besong, 2017a; 

Jang, 2012; Dode, 2007). To Faboyede (2009), the root of corruption in Nigeria 

is traced to the military era that subdued the rule of law, facilitated the wanton 

looting of public treasury, dilapidated public institutions and free speech, and 

instituted a secret and opaque culture in the running of government. 

For Okeremata (2012:2), corruption in Nigeria could be traced to the early 

British traders, whose activities betrayed the indigenous economic progress. 

Even at that, indigenous Nigerian peoples, especially their leaders and elites, 

are to blame for their failure to do the needful and rid Nigeria of the claimed 

corruption perverted by the early British. For Dibie and Robert (2017:2), the 

endemic corruption in all sectors, including the education sector, sprawled from 

that perpetrated by politicians. Adibe (2012) cited in Odo (2012) gives credence 

to the foregoing thus: 

The politicians entrusted to protect the common patrimony of Nigerians steal 

the country blind; law enforcement officers see or hear no evil at a slight 

inducement; government workers drag their feet and refuse to give their best, 
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organized labour, including Universities lecturers in public institutions, go on 

indefinite strikes on a whim while journalists accept brown envelopes to turn 

truth on its head… 

 

A Brief Conceptual Approach 

Corruption is variously described, though seemingly alike. Being that the 

various definitions of corruption point the fact that corruption of all forms is a 

dubious act that has different effects on individuals, certain or many persons, 

groups, a state and all and sundry, it is needless bringing in many definitions of 

corruption here. As such, only a few selected ones are taken to suffice for the 

others here. The rationale for these ones present is the fact the definitions reflect 

the perversion of injustice, which depicts corruption. Both corruption and 

injustice involve wrongs, evils, immoral acts, indecorum and simply sins. It 

implies that there is a significant nexus between these two vices, corruption and 

injustice. 

Injustice is an act of immorality, because the victim of injustice suffers some 

injuries caused by mischievous or ill-acts. Enoch (2011:253) agrees to this 

simple conception of injustice as the manifestation of corruption, as he observes 

that corruption is any action that is morally wrong and harmful, betrays other/s 

for one’s unmerited gains, affects the economic progress of a society and so on. 

Ndaliman and Auwalu (2011:108) offer an encompassing conception of 

corruption as any act contrary to ethical, legal, legitimate, right, positive and 

moral standards expected by a society, where one lives in.  

It implies that corruption involves the breach and gross abuse of ethics, norms, 

values, standards, conventions, rules/regulations, codes of conduct and general 

laws by the state agents– the three organs of government (politicians, law-

makers, etc.), monarchs, clerics, the press, security operative and other 

upper/middle class officials (Dibie & Robert, 2017:1). Frisch (1994) cited in 

Odo (2012) argues that ‘Nothing is as destructive to a society as the rush to 

quick and easy money, which makes fool of those who work honestly and 

constructively.’ This point stresses the destruction corruption causes to 

Nigerian tertiary institutions, students and the society at large. The denial of 

justice for fear or favour, which is a case or manifestation of corruption, 

amounts to injustice. It implies that injustice is a form of corruption, since 

corruption is any act contrary to acceptable, just and right standards. 

 

Causes and Effects of Corruption 

Poverty is identified as one major cause of widespread corruption in Nigeria. 

Abject poverty prompts individuals do what they would never ordinarily do. 
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Odo (2012:10) aptly puts it ‘The citizens are forced to follow what would have 

otherwise been considered unacceptable ways and those who resist are 

punished.’ On his part, Robert (2017) observe that poverty has also made 

corruption permeates deep into Nigerian tertiary institutions. Teachers/lecturers 

in Nigeria are one set of the poorest in Nigeria. They are found in a sector that 

only the least budget is assigned to. Academics have deeply got into touch with 

stinky corruption of politicians. Most of them have soiled their hands. Some are 

agents of the unscrupulous corrupt politicians. Internal academic politics these 

days is most often than not bloody. Besides, corruption is caused by various 

factors, such as greed, bad leadership, misappropriation of public funds, the 

quest for quick money, oil boom/economy, the erosion of core norms and 

values, negative attitude, and so on (Robert, 2020). 

Corruption has severe challenges, damages and effects to Nigeria 

developmentally, administratively, politically, economically and socially (Odo, 

2012:18). Where corruption is institutionalised, as in Nigeria, the building of a 

competent, efficient and professional public service becomes difficult, if not 

impossible (2012:19). It demoralises and incapacitates public service and 

corollary. And, the Nigerian society and its education system and economy are 

worsened-off for it (Odo, 2012). Odo (2012:15) categorically states,  

Corruption is a key factor in every crisis that had rocked the Nigerian nation 

since independence. The sabotage of the nationalists and the demise of the First 

Republic; [the] fall of the Gowon regime; the overthrown vagaries and the 

annulment of June 12 presidential election; the derailment of the Babangida 

transition programme; etc. are all indices of these crises. 

Corruption shatters economic progress and causes economic recession. It is the 

bane of illiteracy, many social issues, insecurity, low education standard, 

immorality, lack of basic social amenities, oil theft, subversion of the rule of 

law, political instability, injustice, gender inequality, and marginalisation, 

among others. Besides, Jeje (2012:134) is of the view that corruption 

undermines democracy; threatens development; reduces accountability; causes 

the compromise of the rule of law; increases cost of living and businesses and 

thereby discourages foreign investment; causes selfish interests and inefficient 

service delivery; breeds unruly youth and the culture of anything goes; destroys 

one’s and a nation’s image. Blaming the government for the spate of corruption, 

the Centre for Advanced Social Science (CASS, 1993) regrets that: 

The problem is that the government, which is needed to defeat corruption, is 

the core of the problem in Nigeria. It is government that has contributed mostly 

to lowering the moral tome of [the] society in Nigeria. It is in government that 

corruption thrives most; wasting resources we need, defeating all prospects of 
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democracy and development, all sense of patriotism and turning all of us into 

hardened cynics with no concern for public good, [and having] no faiths in 

public morality. 

 

Women, Epistemic Corruption and Injustice in Nigerian Tertiary 

Institutions 

The pervasive corruption in Nigeria seems to have been institutionalised. This 

is seen in the ways cases of corruption are handled. Since punitive measures are 

not taken against those found wanted in other sectors of Nigeria, those in the 

education sectors have also joined the ‘moving train’ in corrupt practices. 

Although corruption obtains in all Nigerian institutions of learning, tertiary 

institutions are known for perpetrating unquantifiable rate of corruption. 

Generally, corruption takes various forms. And, injustice is one of its many 

forms. Women are number one victims of corruption. Being number one 

victims of corruption, they are also number one victims of injustice in all sectors 

of the society (Dibie & Robert, 2017:11). Women are not just victims of sexual 

harassment, but also victims of deprivation on the ground of gender. 

Many scholars have lamented the marginalisation and lack of academic 

recognition and respectability of African women’s history and to the social 

sciences in general (CODESRIA, 1991). This work adds that this observation 

(or ugly situation) applies to all fields and endeavours, not only those figured 

out by CODESRIA (1991) alone. Denying the girl child formal education 

amounts to epistemic injustice. When females are denied essential positions and 

responsibilities in the tertiary institutions on the ground of sex or gender, 

epistemic injustice against women obtains. Harassing female students, staff and 

colleagues for sex is a case of epistemic injustice. Not treating matters involving 

the two sexes well, as supposed merely on the gender ground, is a case of 

epistemic injustice. The separation of children of the two sexes in a mixed 

school for religious and cultural reasons bordering on gender division is a case 

of epistemic injustice. By so doing, the girls are denied access to what they 

could learn better from their male colleagues. Not being attentive to females in 

the world of academics, merely on gender ground, amounts to epistemic 

injustice against women.  

Also, in the allocation of courses to lecturers, epistemic corruption and injustice 

often come to place against women, the female lecturers. In short-listing names 

for admission, responsibilities, scholarships, various academic programmes, 

and so on, these ugly trends are made manifest against women. The 

aforementioned cases are only but a few examples of cases of epistemic 

corruption and injustice against women in Nigeria and beyond. In fact, as 



 

 

International Journal of Humanities & Social Sciences 

   Published by Cambridge Research and Publications 

 

 

                                                                            IJHSS ISSN-2630-7276 (Print) 

 

 

 

30 

Vol. 19 No. 6 

September, 2020. 

Chimakonam in Chimakonam and du Toit (2018:12) argues, all the denials 

women suffer in the society have a common source; namely, the power to 

control knowledge creation, acquisition, evaluation, regulation and 

dissemination in the society. And, in recent times, many scholars now agree 

that women are being short-changed in the intellectual space. These facts point 

to epistemic injustice. 

This work argues that the level of corruption and injustice suffered by women 

in Nigerian tertiary institutions is unimaginable and alarming. Aper and 

Iorhemen (2015:37) lend credence to this assertion, as they observe that 

lecturers and authorities contribute largely to corruption in institutions of higher 

learning in various ways. Aper and Iorhemen (2015:37) further observe, 

Corruption in schools also manifests in higher institutions when members of 

staff and those in authority struggle for higher posts. Ambition for higher 

positions usually leads to strife, frivolous petitions, anonymous reports against 

senior officers and even harming and killing of officers. In the higher 

institution, it is not uncommon for some unscrupulous persons to demand and 

take bribe from people for employment and services. 

Corruption in these institutions accounts for and manifests in form of sexual 

harassment of female students and female colleagues (both staff and student 

female colleagues) in particular; indecency in dressing, behaviour, manners, 

relations and so on; poor teaching and outright breach of teaching ethics; 

extortion and intimidation of students; truancy and lack of commitment to duty; 

and so on. Some staff of Nigerian tertiary institutions are reported as well as 

known to engage in various forms of corrupt practices. These include offering 

fake admissions, fake results, and forged documents for themselves and/or 

clients, forged school fee receipts for students and so on. And, the heinous 

corruption at the top does not allow those who ought to punish defaulters do so. 

The above assertions have been supported by Ngeakor (2002:284) cited in Aper 

and Iorhemen (2015) thus: 

Bribes are given and taken for the sake of admission. Sex scandal takes place 

here and there…[for admission offer, result grades upgrade, sexual molestation 

all on the basis of having power over the students, and so on]. Figures are 

manipulated; names are changed; truth is twisted; and justice is trampled upon 

[thus, injustice]; in the name of admission in[to] the institutions of higher 

education, conscience is ignored and resisted and ethics violated in the process 

of seeking and giving admission. 

Examination malpractice is another phase of corruption in these institutions. 

Some lecturers perpetrate the evil of leaking out their tests and exams questions 

and scripts to students, who they have sexual relations and/or financial 
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transactions with. In most cases, male students are merely compelled to pay 

certain amount of cash, offer goods or run errands for grades and other favours. 

One or all of these may be demanded of female students additional to sex. It 

could also be compulsory demand for sex from a female student, whose 

rejection could cost her failure in a course she could ordinarily pass. It could 

cost her additional year for graduation. It should be noted that some female 

lecturers also tend to victimise more female than male students. Dibie and 

Robert (2017:12) lament that examination malpractices have threatened and of 

course destroyed both the education system in Nigeria and the society at large. 

Once the habit of cheating is learnt in the higher institution, it continues even 

offer leaving school. The corruption is carried over to the office and to politics 

and so on (Aper and Iorhemen, 2015:36). Examination malpractice is deeply 

perpetrated by academia, which abet or initiate the act mostly through their 

course representatives (Robert, 2017). To this end, Nwigwe and Nwigwe 

(1982:27) in Aper and Iorhemen (2015) observe, 

When some unscrupulous fellows (lecturers/teachers) help him [her] get at the 

question paper, he goes further to write answer(s) before hand and thinks he 

[she] has cheated everybody else. No, he [she] did not cheat everybody else. He 

[she] cheated only one person, and that is himself [herself]. Even though it may 

not be clear to him [her] at the beginning, there is nothing more damaging to a 

student’s future than the untimely sight and possession of question papers.  

Itotoh (1992) cited in Aper and Iorhemen (2015) has maintained that exam 

malpractice is perpetrated through the co-operation, collusion and collaboration 

of teachers/lecturers, heads of departments, deans, supervisors/invigilators, and 

custodians of exams question papers, exams officers, government officials, 

parents and law enforcement agents. Reacting or adding to this view, Robert 

(2017) notes that this explains why questions of organised, standardised famous 

exams bodies, like WAEC and NECO, are leaked out to certain persons who 

then ‘dissolve’ them and spread answers online to those who have subscribed 

and paid to the cheat platforms. The incompetence and the failure of most 

teachers to deliver to students what they need to learn and solve the questions 

are part of the reasons for teachers’ involvement in such acts. The prime reason, 

however, is the over zealousness or crave for quick money (wealth), i.e. for 

financial aggrandizement. Another reason is to obtain favour and/or sexual 

reward. 

Further, Agbo (2000) cited in Aper and Iorhemen (2015) notes that teachers 

who serve as invigilators sometimes serve as ‘contractors’, i.e. conveyors of 

materials that are smuggled into or out of examination halls. Sometimes, 

students contribute money to buy off invigilators or supervisors of 
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examinations. It is regrettable, in spite of their poor service conditions most 

times, because they ought to fight against exam malpractice and such other 

crimes rather than taking to corrupt practices (Dibie & Robert,  2017). Their 

active involvement in all forms of corruption is what has given many students 

the impetus to play with their studies, since they could easily obtain whatever 

unmerited grades in cash and/or kind afterwards. Some (most) 

lecturers/teachers now prevail on students for money, sex and/or gifts to pass 

(well). Some of them get to do this through the course/class representative(s) 

and close students. 

Ngeakor (2002:290) cited in Aper and Iorhemen (2015) has given credence to 

the foregoing when he notes that some men do seduce female students and have 

carnal knowledge of them in the higher institutions. As a result of all these acts, 

excellence and hard work (merit) are compromised and the students pass 

through the school without the school passing through them; thus, going out 

empty headed or half baked. Dibie & Robert, 2017). These  agree with Aper 

and Iorhemen (2015:35/7) that ‘All these forms of corruption have put the 

universities and [other] tertiary institutions into a very pitiable state. Corruption, 

once institutionalised thus continues to spread not only within the educational 

system, but also throughout the society.’ 

More so, embezzlement of tertiary institutions’ funds by top management staff 

has become the order of the day in present day Nigeria. Ghost workers are 

commonly known to be on the payrolls of many Nigerian tertiary institutions. 

The standards are eroded by the same Nigerian academics, who then 

shamelessly send their children abroad for studies in tertiary institutions run 

efficiently by their contemporaries in the standard overseas tertiary institutions. 

They fail to do the needful that would better or standardise their own schools 

and attract foreigners to come and school here too. As Besong (2017b) 

observes, ‘the funds meant for developing and equipping Nigerian tertiary 

institutions are mostly embezzled. Yet, the demand for such funds remains one 

of the causes of recurrent strikes.’ Released research grants are barely used for 

the purposes they are meant for. In most cases, workplace politics hinder some 

applicants of such grants to secure and benefit from them. Meanwhile, some of 

those who may not really be interested in or qualify for such grants easily get 

because they are favoured by the internal politics. 

 

Conclusion 

Although both men and women are victims of corruption and injustice, women 

are the number one victims. Epistemic corruption and injustice do not only have 

devastating effects on women but on men and the whole society alongside all 
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its systems and phenomena too. There is a significant link between these two 

vices. Epistemic injustice, a phase of corruption, worsens women’s gender 

anomalies. Because schools are primary agents of socialisation, the corruption 

and injustice obtained therein spread like wildfire and so even outside school, 

the practice continues unchecked, with women being the number victims. The 

dire need for change calls for conplete, reorientation of altitudes, culture 

reformation, and criminalising of all forms of corruption and injustice and 

injustice through strong operational legislations that spare no offender. 
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