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Abstract  

Academic achievement of students in social studies has been a bothering issue 

to concern stakeholders in the society. This is because achievement in social 

studies over the years appears to be on a declining scale as evident via 

literature depicts same declining achievement. Efforts have been made to 

ensure achievement is improved accordingly by concerned stakeholders. Alot 

of reasons have been pinpointed to be the cause of poor and declining 

achievement in social studies which includes teaching method, teachers’ 

competence, teaching aids, motivation, emolument, classroom management, 

effective communication, and other extra curricula activities like campus, and 

sports among others. Campus politics is also a factor that may be affecting 

academic achievement of students in social studies. This paper investigated the 

impacts of campus politics on academic achievement of library and information 

science students in University of Jos, Nigeria. The study formulated three 

objectives and three corresponding research questions. A cross sectional 

survey research design was used for the study and a sample size of 150 students 

were selected using stratified random sampling from a population of 613 

undergraduate library and information science students for academic session 

2018/2019 in University of Jos. A structured questionnaire was used for data 

collection and it was subjected to content validity. The data was analyzed using 

simple mean and the study concluded that, campus politics have negative 

impacts on students’ achievement, it also affect their attendance, and 

concentration as well. The study recommended that, campus politics can be 

used favourably to improve students’ academic achievement. 
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BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY 

Politics has become the way of life in recent times, people now play politics in 

almost all human endeavour. The act of winning support of people to become 

their representative or leader can be termed political activities. All human 
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institutions have now been open to some elements of politics as politics is seen 

in the family level, religious institutions, schools, society and the world at large. 

School is assumed to be a breeding ground and a social agent of political 

socialization which educate, enlighten, socialize and also mentor the students 

on politically related issues or campus politics as called within the school 

system especially tertiary education level where campus politics is obvious due 

to various arms of students representations.   

Education is a way of reducing ignorance which means that education is sine 

qua non for socializing the young ones. It then means that, education serves as 

a potent force in finding solution to social problem and for the development of 

the potentialities and aspirations of a nation. Schools as social institutions where 

multiples social perspectives and personal values are brought into face to face 

content around both shared interest and all the matters that arise in the fictions 

of social interaction (Parker, 2005). Since students are key stakeholders in 

school and are expected to engage in campus politics it then becomes necessary 

that campus politics be analyzed and carefully looked into. Library and 

information science students are not different from other students in any 

institution where library and information science is being studied. Library 

science is a pertinent field of study which is not very common to many outside 

the educational realm. The responsibility of school is to build and develop 

students in knowledge, morals, and all ramifications. Through campus politics 

in schools students’ gain leadership skills in anticipation for the wider politics 

in the society. It is evident that students who spend much time on campus and 

demand change during their college life. Astin indicated that the time students 

spend on campus and the characteristics of their involvement in activities have 

potential impact on the quality of their campus-wide experiences, student 

development of leadership traits have been viewed as one of the most important 

tasks. Campus politics is indeed one of the extra-curricula activities which 

students engage in at tertiary level of education, it enables students engage in 

political activities and also becomes politically enlightened and informed at the 

tertiary level. Cress (2001) argued that, all students have leadership traits and 

that institutions of higher education can uncover and develop these potentials 

with targeted programs that will also harness the student’s educational process 

and success. 

Student’s involvement in extra-curricular activities have been found to have an 

impact on students’ academic achievement. Student’s involvement with 

academic politics in higher institutions enhance communication skills, 

professional development issues, group dynamics, in contrast the daily routine 

of tertiary life when an individual students engage in campus politics. On 
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campus, it means there should be proper forums for discussion, consultation 

and decision-making involving students and Article 12 of the United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of the Child states that young people should be 

consulted on issues that affect them. However, the experience of school 

councils is not yet particularly hopeful (Kennedy, 2007). 

Politics is an integral part of operation of public education. Politics in education 

is not just about the ways of the election of school board members or local 

councils but it is an integral part of day to day life. Political activities involves 

negotiation over the allocation of scarce resources and about deciding who gets 

what. But all political activities are not the same. Political struggle in school 

and colleges have different views and objectives. Thus it can be said that school 

is not a suprapolitical being but rather a political organization, because it is an 

organ of the state. It can also be said that school relationship, because among 

more than one people, is a political one (Gümüş, 2006). Besides, schools are 

political organizations because they are where political existence is constructed, 

political reactions, political opinions and political skills are developed. Political 

education, which is in direct relationship with the political function of school 

also constituting the subject of this article is, to generalize, a process whereby 

children and youths internalize the value set of the political system, evaluate 

political concepts and phenomena through political education at mental, 

relational and perceptual scale, and form a state of awareness and consciousness 

to transfer what they learned into practice. Young people today are more 

informed and civic-minded than before and student organizations provide 

opportunities for many opinions and various political interests on campus. 

Students participate in wide-ranging programs including in forums, study 

groups and conferences.  

As Putnam (2000) puts it, “If you don’t know the rules of the game and the 

players and don’t care about the outcome, you’re unlikely to try playing 

yourself”. What this means is that, library science students who do not engage 

in campus politics likely do so because they have apathy and do not even know 

the rules of the game nor the players. For students who engage in campus 

politics it becomes relatively interesting or repugnant as the case may be with 

each student. A series of studies have documented that while college students 

see politics as corrupt, irrelevant, and unresponsive, they tended to try to make 

change through community service (Civic Mission of Schools 2003; Institute 

of Politics 2002; Keeter 2002; Sax 2000). This shows that, perception of 

campus politics amongst students are likely to vary but when they engage in 

these political activities they tend to be open and expose to different ideals. By 

getting exposed these students also learn and if they stay positive and use the 
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political ideas favourably it may enhance their academic achievement or 

equally affect it adversely in the true sense of the world  

Campus politics has become bigger and stronger over the years, in University 

of Jos, campus politics is strongly contested and struggled for just like other 

Universities. The quest for unionism and interest from different quarters makes 

the pressure and competition intense. School politics involves Student Union 

Government (SUG) positions, faculty positions, departmental positions, state 

associations, faith related associations and lots of other positions that involves 

political maneuvering like political campus position in University of Jos that 

are keenly contested for. The students strive to get elected into politic position 

within the campus for various reasons. Such reasons could be to fight for just 

and protect the rights of the students’, some may struggle for political post to 

siphon money and host of other reasons. The concentration and attention 

channel to campus politics sometimes by these students leave much to be desire 

of their academics. One may want to ask if they will have enough time for their 

academics and if campus politics have become the primary purpose of their 

schooling. It therefore becomes pertinent to investigate the influence campus 

politics may likely have on academic achievement of Library and Information 

Science in University of Jos.  

 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Campus politics has become a major social problem in Nigeria tertiary 

institutions that requires great attention. In University of Jos, campus politics 

have taken a serious dimension due to interest from various sections and 

sentiments, this explains why the last SUG election conducted in 2019 and even 

Education faculty election conducted was characterized and marred by some 

pockets of violence. The cause of such unethical activities may be related to 

what these students learnt from the circular politics we play or perhaps the 

greed, sentiments, tribal sentiment and some sorts of religious bigotry. It is also 

a common problem in University of Jos politics to hear of the so called 

“Indigene syndrome”. This issue of indigene syndrome is an agenda often 

exercised by the natives students prevalent in the institution to dominate 

political activities and offices within the institution. Such involvement in 

politics have the capacity to affects academic achievement in the true sense of 

the world, library and information science students involved in politics at 

departmental, faculty and the institution level may pay less attention to the 

primary academic activities. This will render and make their academic 

achievement at stake, and students may decline in academic because campus 

politics equally comes with huge responsibilities which must be attended to. 
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With such beautiful content, it is expected that, library and information science 

students will have a strong voice in the campus politics of the University as the 

cause happen to be fairly new but has been able to produce SUG president in 

recent times. Sadly, some of the students involved in campus politics end up 

being exposed to different activities like drug abuse, cultism, immoral 

activities, political education, and political philosophies as well as culture 

through the campus politics. 

At the In University of Jos, campus politics are the main causes of different 

fracas where students cause chaos particularly during SUG elections where 

different interest group clashes over key positions. Library and information 

science students’ academic achievement has been on the decline as stressed by 

lecturers in the departments and level coordinators, involvement of these 

students in campus politics may be a possible reason for such perpetual decline. 

Since such activities expose the students to a lot of things like money, activism, 

alcohol, parties to mention but a few. Thus, to what extent does campus politics 

affects academic achievement of library and information science students in the 

University of Jos?  

 

AIM AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

The aim of this study is to determine the impact of campus politics on Academic 

achievement of Library and Information science students in the University of 

Jos. Specifically, the objective the study set out to achieve includes to; 

1. determine the relationship between campus politics and academic 

achievement of library and information science students  

2. determine the extent to which campus politics affects students class 

attendance  

3. to suggest ways of improving students academic achievement through 

campus politics in library and information science  

 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

The following research question guided the study  

1. Is there any relationship between campus politics and academic 

achievement of library and information science students?  

2. To what extent does campus politics affects students’ class 

attendance?  

3. What are the ways of improving students’ academic achievement 

with campus politics in library and information science?  

 

THEORITICAL FRAMEWORK 
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Vygotsky social development theory (1962) 

Vygotskys work on social development was controversial in the Soviet Union 

and was not published until 1962, after which the theory after which his theory 

gained popularity in the west.vygotsky proposed the development of higher 

cognitive functions in children through involvement in practical activities in a 

social environment. The work eventually formed the foundation for 

constructivism. It is hinged on the behaviorist school of thought and emphasizes 

the connection between stimulus and response. This theory believes that 

effective learning can take place when the bond between stimulus and response 

is string. This theory upholds the fact that effective learning can only take place 

when students are allowed to interact with their environment, discover learning 

and make meaning out of what has been learnt by themselves, while the teacher 

guides them. The social development theory posits that social interaction 

precedes development. Consciousness of one’s self and ability and cognition 

are the end products of socialization. The fundamental principles of the social 

development theory include the following themes; 

Social interaction plays a fundamental role in the process of cognitive 

development. In other words, when students interact with their peers in a 

socially friendly environment like the classroom, learning can easily and 

effectively take place. This theme stresses the role of the teacher in ensuring 

friendly, conducive and active learning communities the maximizes the 

learner’s ability to interact and how students can learn from one another. The 

More Knowledgeable Other (MKO). The MKO refers to anyone who has better 

understanding or higher ability level than the learner, with respect to a particular 

task, process or concept. The choice of this theory is hinged on the fact that, it 

emphasis social development through social learning and campus politics as it 

were is a social learning ground which aids social development of students in 

politically related activities as well as leadership.  

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

POLITICAL CULTURE 

Political culture, politics, and policymaking are interrelated (Heck, 2009; 

Heywood, 2015). Political culture is one part of a political system that is 

structured to solve problems around the social aspects of culture (Heck, 2009; 

Heywood, 2015). While culture is a subjective system, it is powerful (Heywood, 

2015; Heck, 2009). Some of the components that may be shared within culture 

include language, rituals, and myths (Heck, 2009). In addition, politics, 

economics, and social standing are also cultural (Heywood, 2015; Heck, 2009). 

These subjective views within culture affect policy and policymaking 
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(Heywood, 2015; Heck, 2009). Politics have a vast influence on social activities 

within society. The diverse perspectives of people in various communities 

range in needs, thoughts, interests, and beliefs. It is through this assortment of 

assessments that conflict arises (Heywood, 2015). The people involved in 

political conversations build power to advance their personalized interests or 

values; the constant variation of opinions spawn irresoluble disparities and 

competition (Heywood, 2015; Fowler, 2013). The political strife leads to a shift 

in society’s views and a harmonious disconnect (Heywood, 2015). Hence, this 

hints to a change in the political culture (Heywood, 2015; Heck, 2009).  

Political culture is a topic that seems simple to predict; however, it is 

conceptually 

complex (Heywood, 2015 & Heck, 2009).  Political culture is not defined by all 

people liking everything about the culture; it is about ways of relating and 

dealing with certain situations. Politics and society are loosely related- the 

changes within society reflect the political culture (Heck, 2009; Heywood, 

2015). Society changes with rise and fall of social movements (Heywood, 

2015). People may not always support another person’s orientation (Heywood, 

2015). Culture is what is publicly expected and subscribed to, not what is 

individually preferred. While societal trends ebb and flow, cultural values are 

deeply rooted in individuals (Heywood, 2015). All stakeholders, society 

members and policy actors alike, are affected by values (Heywood, 2015; Heck, 

2009). Policy actors are driven by their own values and the beliefs of their 

constituents (Heywood, 2015; Heck, 2009). These morals are reflected upon for 

policy implementation (Heck, 2009). Legislators base their decisions on trends, 

patterns, and the beliefs of the dominant ideology within their environment 

(Heck, 2009). Cultural values are integrated into public policy 

 

THE CAMPUS/SCHOOL POLITICS 

Politics is both a study and still as how power is exercised, and by whom and 

for whose benefit through administration of public power to manage people’s 

affairs. Politics is an integral part of the operations of public education. Politics 

in education is not just about the ways of the election of school board members 

or local school councils but it is an integral part of day to day life. Heywood 

(2015) believed, “no human being possesses an entirely independent mind; the 

ideas, opinions and preferences of all are structured and shaped in social 

experience, through the influence of family, peer groups, school, workplace, 

mass media, political parties, schools and so forth”. People will continue to 

influence one’s interests, or ideas as society evolves (Shoup & Studer, 2010). 

Through school politics, students get acquainted and enlightened about political 
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activities, principles and philosophies which prepare them for wider politics. 

Where students are open minded to learn in all political for a they might engage 

in there in tendency of becoming more exposed to knowledgeable ideas and 

political principles which may become handy in their cause of academics. 

Campus politics is such that expose students to various political activities, 

functions and responsibilities. Young people today are more informed and 

civic-minded than before and student organizations provide opportunities for 

many opinions and various political interest on campus. 

Students’ participate in a wide-ranging program including in forums, study 

groups and conferences. But what the young lack is the mindset and maturity 

to see the right perspective. The political science attempt to explain how 

societies and social organizations use power to establish regulations and 

allocate resources, organizational theory uses scientific theories of management 

to develop deeper understandings regarding the functions of the organizations. 

The reason why students are getting more and more involved in politics is 

primary that student election is view as stepping stones to national politics, and 

ultimately a route to wealth and power. There prominent Nigeria politicians 

who were groomed from campus politics some of these politician include 

former minister of information Labaran Maku, former senator of Kogi West 

Senator Dino Malaye to mention but a few. This is a clear indication that 

campus politics is truly a ground for building political experience and training 

for political socialization of students on campus during their school years. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The research design used for this study was cross sectional survey research 

design, a sample size of 150 students were selected using stratified random 

sampling from a population of 613 students, of 200 to 400 library and 

information science students’ in University of Jos for academic session 

2018/2019. The instrument used in generating data was a structured 

questionnaire titled ‘Influence of campus politics on academic achievement of 

Library and information science students’. the instrument was structured into 

two sections A and B. section A contains demography of respondents while 

section B contains analytical question which the researcher are to respond to 

using 4 point scale of SA, A, D, and SD. The instrument was subjected to 

content validity using expert validation guide and reliability of the instrument 

was equally established using split half method where the reliability coefficient 

was determined at 0.87 using Alpha Cronbach. The instrument was 

administered to respondents on the spot and the data collected was analyzed 

using simple percentage and simple mean method.  
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Results  

From the data collected, the analysis was based on 2 sections, namely section 1 

depicting biodata of respondents/students, and section 2 contains the research 

questions or items requiring responses of respondents. The bio-data were dully 

analyzed using simple percentage while research questions were analyzed using 

simple mean method 

 

Research Question One  

Is there any relationship between school politics and academic achievement of 

Library science students in University of Jos? 

S/N QUESTION SA A D SD  �̅� DECESION  

1 Campus politics have 

strong  relationship with 

academic achievement of 

library science students  

70 40 20 20 8.06 Accept 

2 Campus politics will not 

affect the academic 

achievement of students 

in library science 

10 22 65 53 1.9 Reject 

3 Academic achievement of 

library science students 

have negative relationship 

on campus  politics  

75 40 25 10 3.2 Accept 

 \ 

Above table shows means responses of respondents on relationship between 

campus politics and academic achievement of library science students. From 

the analysis it make clear that the respondents strongly uphold the fact that 

campus politics have strong relationship with academic achievement of library 

science students. The analysis further revealed that, campus politics have the 

capacity to affect academic achievement of students in different ways as shown 

in the above table. Finally the analysis of research question one also revealed 

that, academic achievement of students do not have negative relationship on 

campus politics amongst library science students in University of Jos. 

 

Research Question Two  

To what extent does school politics affects students’ class attendance?  

S/N QUESTION SA A D SD  �̅� DECESION  

1 campus politics makes 

library science 

65 40 30 15 3.0 Accept 
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students play class 

truancy 

2 Students who engage in 

active campus politics 

are likely to often skip 

classes 

70 40 25 15 3.1 Accept 

3 Campus politics affects 

students punctuality in 

library science   

80 40 20 10 3.3 Accept 

4 Library science 

students who get 

involved in campus 

politics are always 

attending lectures  

10 30 40 70 1.8 Reject  

        

 

Above table depicts the mean responses of respondents as regards the extent to 

which campus politics affects class attendance of library science students. The 

analysis revealed that, campus politics makes library science students involve 

in truancy as most respondent strongly agreed and the men score of the item 

reflects same. It further shows that, students who engage in active campus 

politics are likely to often skip classes due to some political responsibilities 

which may clash with their class hour. It also showed that, shows that students 

who engage in politics rarely attend class which means that on the whole class 

attendance of students who engage in campus politics is often epileptic and not 

consistent due to the campus politics engagement. 

 

Research Question Three 

What are the ways of improving students’ academic achievement through 

school politics in library sciences? 

S/N QUESTION SA A D SD  �̅� DECESION  

1 Educating library 

science students 

about campus politics 

will improve their 

exposure and 

academic achievement  

60 40 30 20 2.9 Accept 

2 Campus politics 

cannot be used in 

modeling students to 

10 30 40 70 1.8 Reject 
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improve their skills 

and academic 

achievement  

3 Library science 

students will improve 

in academic 

achievement if they 

involve in full time 

campus politics  

15 20 60 55 1.9 Reject  

4 More participation in 

campus politics and 

political activities will 

improve academic 

achievement of library 

science students 

20 25 55 50 2.1 Reject 

 

The above table revealed the responses to research questions three which is 

concerned with ways of improving students’ academic achievement in library 

sciences through campus politics. The analysis showed that, most respondents 

strongly agreed with the item that educating and enlightening students about 

campus politics will improve their exposure and academic achievement. It also 

revealed that, through campus politics students can be equipped with skills that 

will help improve their academic achievement as it were. Again, the analysis 

also showed that, library science students will improve in their academic 

achievement if they do take campus politics to be primary purpose of being in 

school. Finally the analysis also revealed that, less participation in campus 

politics and political activities within the campus will help improve students’ 

academic performance as such will enable them have more time to study. 

 

CONCLUSION 

By and large the study has been able to unravel the influences campus politics 

can exercise on academic achievement of library science students in University 

of Jos. From the analysis of data collected it is clear that, there exist relationship 

between campus politics and academic achievement of library science students 

in University of Jos as seen in the analysis. It also revealed that, campus 

activities can be demanding even though it can be educative it can equally cause 

students who are not sensitive enough to begin to forsake their primary purpose 

of being in school which is acquisition of knowledge. By threading this path 
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some students may get carried away with campus political activities and their 

academics will suffer which will likely affect their achievement adversely. It 

also expose the fact that, engaging in campus politics and dedicating more 

attention to campus political activities can directly affect class attendance of 

students which means such students will not be present at all times in class 

which means they are not learning in class while others are learning. With the 

many negative effects adumbrated there are also some benefits of engaging in 

school politics as the study have made clear that campus politics serves as 

breeding ground for leadership and prepare students for wider  political 

participation. Through political platform students can acquire ideologies and 

political philosophies than can be life changing for them and equally change 

their philosophy to life. They can also get to meet people of high personalities 

who will become mentors for them and this ways they get more knowledge 

which they can apply in day to day life hence there also exist benefits and ways 

of using campus politics to favourably improve the students 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations were put 

forward 

1. Students should be enlightened on the need and reasons for campus 

politics through unions and during orientations before joining school 

politics  

2. Students should understand that political activities in the campus are not 

for power tussle or a place to intimidate and embezzle money but a 

training grown for good leadership  

3. Parents should encourage their wards at home and school them on what 

they are suppose to do when engaged in campus politics for better and 

optimal performance 

4. The school management should monitor activities of students during the 

campus politics so as to ensure decorum and avoid immoral attitudes  

5. Policies that will ensure students participation in campus politics and 

make meaningful contribution to their academic achievement should be 

encouraged among others.  
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