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Abstract 

The research study investigated the “effectiveness of community policing in 

crime prevention and control in Bauchi Local Government Area of Bauchi 

State”. Community policing is a type of policing that has the police working 

with members of the community and having the community taking a more active 

role in crime control and prevention. Community policing also differs from the 

traditional type of policing because instead of the traditional method of crime 

control the community oriented policing seek out to install a fear of crime, order 

maintenance, and conflict resolution as their methods of policing. The 

theoretical underpinning that has been used to explain the concept of 

community policing is the Broken Windows Theory (BWT). This theory was 

popularized by James Q. Wilson and George Kelling. The BWT suggests that 

public order offences like vandalism and rowdy behavior can create a 

downward spiral of neighborhood deterioration and fear of crime that leads to 

more deterioration and more serious crimes if not checked by the community. 

The two research instruments that were used in data collection for this research 

work were structured questionnaire (quantitative technique) and in-depth 

interview techniques (IDI). The research findings reveal that community and 

public partnership with police in the eradication of criminal activities in the 

area of study has been very effective. And that the community in its own local 

way has intermittently carried out some crime prevention and control way by 

using vigilante night patrol, mediations like (Zauren Sulhu), Yan committee 

volunteers who arrest and hand over suspect to the police. The researcher also 

states some recommendations which includes: - close police interaction with 

the community, proper training of vigilante groups and community security 

personnel and the Creation of several police out-post. 

 

Keywords: Effectiveness, community policing and crime prevention and 

control. 
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Introduction 

The discovery of the mechanism for crime prevention and control in any human 

society can be traced far back centuries. Traditionally, the maintenance of law 

and order in any society is usually the exclusive role of traditional rulers or 

family affair (Ikuteyijo and Rotimi, 2012). Later gradually move from the hands 

of traditional or family to conventional policing where mechanism for 

prevention and control of crime is vastly in the hand of police and other law 

enforcement agencies.   The movement from the conventional policing to 

community oriented policing has gained momentum in  recent years as police 

and community leaders search for more effective ways to promote public safety 

and security. This has enhance greater deal for policing in the whole world. The 

roots of community oriented policing comes from the history of Modern law 

enforcement which began in England with the formation of the London 

Metropolitan Police District in 1829 by Sir Robert Peel. The new police force 

was created to address the soaring crime rates in Great Britain’s capital. Peel, 

the first chief of the police force, is credited with developing several innovations 

that are still practiced today. They stressed the importance of controlling minor 

crimes and disorders in an effort to curb more serious crime. (Braiden, 1992 

cited in U.S Bureau of Justice Assistance 1994). Making residents feel safer 

and improving their quality of life should be the goal of police. This idea 

sparked the development of a number of different police strategies and tactics 

designed to improve police-community relations. The philosophy of 

community oriented policing is built upon the premise that reducing citizens' 

fear of crime while forming a partnership between the police and the 

community is a worthwhile goal of police organization (Siegel, 1992). 

Community policing is a type of policing that has the police working with 

members of the community and having the community taking a more active 

role in crime control and prevention. 

A Community policing also differs from the traditional type of policing because 

instead of the traditional method of crime control the community oriented 

policing seek to have members of the police force focusing on major crime 

while the community will take care of the smaller ones. Then the theory that if 

you stop the minor crimes from occurring could possibly lead to a decrease in 

the major crimes, and that would be one of the benefits of having community 

policing (Ikuteyijo and Rotimi, 2012). 

In Nigeria, the realization of the police that it cannot only effectively carry out 

its role but must partner with others who share a mutual responsibility of 

resolving problems led to the establishment of community policing. 

Community policing is a value free system which permits a police department 
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to work cooperatively with individual citizens, and both public and private 

organizations to identify and resolve issues which potentially affect the 

livability of specific neighborhood area, or the city as a whole (Onigu, 2004; 

Fridell and Wyckoff, 2004 cited in Okeke 2006). 

In Bauchi state however, the practice of community policing did not change a 

stand it is the application that varies, the introduction of ‘Yankomiti’ ( group of 

young youth for crime reduction) and the full involvement of Vigilante groups 

for identifying and apprehension of criminals within the community in Bauchi 

State. 

Therefore, the study tend to focus on the effectiveness of community policing 

in crime prevention and control and its significance in modern day policing in 

Bauchi Local Government Area of Bauchi State. 

 

STATEMENT OF THE RESEARCH PROBLEM 

The Nigerian police and the public ought to have cordial relationship, but in 

recent years the police fail to provide and protect the live and properties of 

people. As such, people decided to initiate another source of policing by 

participating in the provision of security by themselves. In an ideal society, the 

police at all times ought to be servants of the people and providing the security 

output expected, anything short of that is a weakness to the system thereby, 

creating a vacuum to fill.   

However, it has been observed that the police are often in conflict, with a 

significant percentage of the population in almost every country of the world 

including Nigeria. The police enforcement of the laws and maintenance of 

social order which promote the interest of the rulers to the detriment of the 

majority of the population inevitably put them in hostile relations with their 

communities in various countries worldwide (Alemika and Chukwuma, 2000 

cited in Hills, 2008). 

It has been argued by various experts that the Nigerian Police have not lived up 

to expectation in the performance of its basic functions of protecting and 

safeguarding lives and properties. Different scholars have cited some factors 

such as lack of decentralization, insufficient funding, poor managerial account, 

corruption, faulty recruitment policy and so on, as some of the reasons for the 

poor performance of the nation’s police (Alemika and Chukwuma, 2000 cited 

in Ikuteyijo, 2009).  

 The study therefore, would want to unravel the activities of the Nigerian police 

in relation to the effectiveness of community policing on crime prevention and 

control in Bauchi metropolis.  The issues raised and highlighted generate some 

agitating questions in the mind of the researcher and arouse his intellectual 
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curiosity which it is hoped the findings derived from the study would satisfy, 

hence the need to provide answers to the following questions. 

 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

The study intends to address the following research questions: 

1. What is the public perception on the effectiveness of community policing 

in Bauchi metropolis? 

2. What is the relationship between the Nigerian police and the public in 

discharging community policing in Bauchi Local Government Area? 

3. What measures can be taken to enhance the effectiveness of community 

policing in Bauchi Local Government Area 

 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 

The aim of this study is to find out the public perception of community policing 

in Bauchi Local Government Area, Specific objectives includes:  

1. To analyze the perception of the public on the effectiveness of 

community policing in Bauchi metropolis. 

2. To know the relationship between Nigerian police and the public in 

discharging community policing in Bauchi Local Government Area. 

3. To provide recommendations towards improving the effectiveness of 

community policing in Bauchi Local Government Area. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

The effectiveness of community policing is an issue for which a study of this 

nature could not have come at a more needed time than now given the agitation 

for state police by various expert. The research will be significant in the sense 

that it will provide an in-depth insight on the effectiveness of community 

policing in Bauchi Local Government Area of Bauchi State and how best to 

implement it in Nigeria. 

The study is significant, in that it will provide some solutions to the teeming 

problems of the Nigerian police relation with the public and a new sense of 

direction for the Nigeria police force. This study will serve as a basis for making 

recommendations to the stake holders of the Nigeria Police Force, expert in 

security affairs, public analyst, and the general with a view to influencing the 

implementation of community policing in communities in Nigeria. 

Finally, this research will add to the existing pool of knowledge on the topic, 

and can be used by the police and other researchers intending to contribute to 

the study. 
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SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

The research work is limited to the study of effectiveness of community 

policing in Bauchi Local Government Area of Bauchi State. But, due to 

financial constraint, this project will be delimited within five selected Wards 

which are as follows: Majidadi A&B, Dawaki wards, Makama S/Baki, 

Birshi/Miri. The study is expected to assess the effectiveness of community 

policing in Bauchi Local Government Area. It will also cover male and female 

respondents within the age of 18 and above. 

  

LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEORETICAL FRAME WORK 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter is centered on the review of related literature on the effectiveness 

of community policing. It also came out with a theoretical frame work that 

would explain community policing. The literature review and the theoretical 

frame work are reviewed around the objectives of the study. 

 

THE ROLE OF COMMUNITY POLICING 

Literature were reviewed from various journals, search engine and related 

books.  

Ikuteyijo and Rotimi, 2012. Said that the movement towards community 

policing has gained momentum in recent years as police and community leaders 

search for more effective ways to promote public safety and to enhance the 

quality of life in their neighborhoods  

Kelling (1988) argued that, the goal of community policing is to reduce crime 

and disorder by carefully examining the characteristics of problems in 

neighborhoods and then applying appropriate problem-solving remedies. 

In similar view Rhonda (2000) argued that, the basic idea behind community 

policing is that the community must be involved with police to solve problems. 

There are compelling reasons why law enforcement leaders believe the time has 

come to alter the policies and practices of their organizations. These reasons are 

rooted in the history of policing and police research during the last quarter of a 

century, in the changing nature of communities, and in the shifting 

characteristics of crime and violence that affect these communities. Policing 

strategies that worked in the past are not always effective today (Alemika and 

Chukwuma, 2000 cited in Ikuteyijo and Rotimi 2012). 

 Tilley (2008) argues that, in this rapidly changing environment where police 

cope with an epidemic drug problem, gang activity, and increased levels of 

violence among youths, the concept of community policing is taking hold. 

Police leaders using this commonsense approach to the problems of crime and 
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disorder, an approach that may very well enhance and maximize performance 

and resources, have struck a responsive chord in both national and local 

governments level, communities across the Nation. Government and 

community leaders are beginning to recognize that they also must accept 

responsibility for keeping their neighborhoods safe. Communities must take a 

unified stand against crime, violence, and disregard for the law, and must make 

a commitment to increasing crime-prevention and intervention activities. Police 

agencies must help build stronger, more self-sufficient communities in which 

crime and disorder will not thrive. Similarly (Ikuteyijo, 2009) point out that 

Community policing is democracy in action. It requires the active participation 

of local government, civic and business leaders, public and private agencies, 

residents, mosques, churches, schools, and hospitals. All who share a concern 

for the welfare of the neighborhood should bear responsibility for safeguarding 

that community. 

 

THEORETICAL FRAME-WORK 

A theory is a set of related ideas that explains the correlation of variables or the 

prediction of a phenomenon. Several theories can be adopted in this study, but 

the best suiting theory that can satisfactorily analyze the effectiveness of 

community policing would be examined. This study will examine the broken 

Window theory and social Change theory as it relates to the study. 

 

BROKEN WINDOWS THEORY  

Broken Windows Theory (BWT). The theory was popularized by James Q. 

Wilson and George Kelling in an article which appeared in the March 1982 

edition of The Atlantic Monthly. The BWT suggests that public order offences 

like vandalism and rowdy behavior can create a downward spiral of 

neighborhood deterioration and fear of crime that leads to more deterioration 

and more serious crimes if not checked by the community. This is because little 

crimes like vandalism, broken windows, and others tend to portray the 

impression that nobody cares about the community and that residents as well as 

the police have lost control over the community. On the other hand, increased 

police presence and enforcements of informal rules of conduct and laws can 

make a community seem less chaotic and safer thereby increased presence and 

involvement of residents in their community and lowering crime rates 

(Palmiotto, 2000). The BWT can be incorporated into the concept of 

community policing in the sense that collective effort by both the police and 

community dwellers can help alleviate the rate of crime in the community as 

the police see residents as partners in development and vice versa. The BWT 
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assumes that most neighborhood crimes are more often than not perpetrated by 

offenders who reside near the victims; this makes crime primarily a local 

problem which can best be solved locally. The BWT is very useful in explaining 

the synergy between the police and the community in crime detection but 

contemporary developments have belittled the effectiveness of the theory as 

some crimes are perpetrated by people who are not domiciled in the 

environment of the crime. An example is cyber-crime, where victims are not 

necessarily close to the criminals; in fact they are usually miles away from one 

another. Broken Window theory is therefore, the most suitable theory in 

explaining the public perception on community policing. 

 

SOCIAL CHANGE THEORY 

Social change is central to sociology as a discipline which is concerned with 

the study of the society. Sociology emerged as a result of changes in society as 

reflected by the works of the founding fathers of the discipline. Social change 

as a concept is concerned with the alterations in the social structure and 

organization of society overtime, either in size, complexity, direction or 

function.  

According to social change theorists, change can occur as a result of internal 

and external factors which could be functional or dysfunctional to the survival 

of the society. Change is caused by various factors, which may include diffusion 

from one society to the other, innovations and inventions from within the 

society, as well as crises and conflict which equally lead to change. Social 

change could either bring about progress for members of a society or visit them 

with retrogression. As human beings live collectively by developing adaptable 

features to their environment through science and technology, change naturally 

ensued. It is argued that technological changes to a great extent often give 

criminals the opportunity to carry out certain crime outside the society that 

would disrupt peaceful coexistence of that community. Technological 

advancement makes community to suffer from the activities of criminals that 

are not domiciled within that community. Therefore, social change implies the 

alteration in the structure or organization of society or its component parts over 

time; this alteration of the structure or component parts of society may be in 

size, complexity, direction or function (Wilmot, 1984). It presumed that 

alteration in any part will affect the structure of the whole. This should however 

be understood in perspective. When a new policy or reform (community 

policing) had been introduced, it will have a significant effect at the point of 

impact and a ripple effect on  the people which peters out a small problem 

caused by other activities which may have a devastating effect not just on the 
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reform but within the people of that environment. This supports what Parsons 

(1996)the leading proponent of the social change theory of equilibrium, viewed 

society as constantly changing due to the interrelatedness of the parts of the 

structures of the society; change experienced in one of the structures or parts, 

automatically affects the other parts. He meant that society tends towards a state 

of stability, which is to be achieved in the cause of the parts performing their 

assigned functions. Parsons would view even prolonged crime, labour strikes, 

religious crises or civilian riots as temporary disruption in the status quo rather 

than a significant alteration in social structures. This refers to relationship 

between the system and environment, because for society to survive, social 

system must have some degree of control over their environment.  

Community policing was established to have some degree of control in the area 

of criminal justice, primarily concerned with the adjustment of conflict, 

religious crisis, among others. It is also concerned with the coordination and 

mutual adjustment of the parts of the social system. Community policing 

defines standard relations between individuals and institutions, and also reduce 

the potential for conflict, when conflict does arise it is settled by them and does 

not therefore lead to the disintegration of the social system.  

Parsons maintained that three processes of social change are inevitable in the 

society. The first is differentiation, refers to the increasing complexity to parts 

of structure. Community is an illustration of differentiation in the field of 

criminal justice, which becomes specialized to perform different functions. 

Differentiation of parts and specialization of functions required integration so 

that the parts would function effectively for the survival of the whole social 

system. Without contributing towards order and stability/crime prevention and 

control in the society, it is difficult to see how it changes. Parsons approached 

this problem by arguing that in practice, no social system is in perfect state of 

equilibrium although a certain degree of equilibrium is essential for the survival 

of society. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

BRIEF HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENGT OF THE AREA OF THE 

STUDY  

Bauchi local Government was created in 1974. In 1976, the federal government 

introduced the local government reforms in which native authorities were 

replaced throughout the Federation. Bauchi, the State capital was made major 

Local Government Areas (Bauchi L.G.A) with the headquarters in Bauchi and 

comprise of twelve (12) wards viz: Majidadi ‘’A’’,  Majidadi ‘’B’’, Makama 

S/Baki, Zugur L/Katagum, Mun/Munsal, Dandango/Yamrat, Birshi/Miri, 
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Kundum/Durum, Kangyare/Turnwun, Galambi/Gwaskwaram, Dan’iya/Hardo 

and Dawaki ward. 

   Bauchi Local Government is found within the savannah region of the country 

with an annual rainfall ranges from 1000mm to 1500mm, with a land mass of 

64 Square kilometers. The climate of the area is characterized by alternating 

wet and dry seasons. Monthly temperature average is between 6.11°C (coldest 

months December-January) and 38°C (hottest month March-April). The total 

population of Bauchi Local government according to the 2006 Census was 

364,575, (Males 187,075 while Females 177,500). Bauchi is Located on 

latitude 10° 15’ North and 10° 22’ North and Longitude 9° 40’ East and 9° 52’ 

E. There are various Educational institutions located in the local government 

area among which are; Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University (ATBU), The 

Federal Polytechnic (FTB), Abubakar Tatari Ali Polytechnic (ATAP), Bauchi 

State College of Agriculture (COA-BAU), School of Nursing and Midwifery, 

Public and Private Nursery/Primary schools, secondary schools and adult 

educational classes dispersed within the Local Government. 

 As the Headquarters of the North-eastern states of Nigeria, Bauchi is inhabited 

by people from different ethnic groups within and outside the state. The 

indigenous ethnic groups in the area are; Sayawa, Jarawa, Gerawa, kanuri, 

Hausa, Fulani etc. most of them speaking Hausa as a common language of 

communication. 

Other ethnic groups that have migrated into the Local Government includes; 

Igbo, Yoruba, Idoma, Tiv, Langtang, Kanuri, Birom, Igala, Jukun, Igede, Ebira, 

Nupe, Angas, Bendel, Efik, Ijaw, almost all the tribes that exist in Nigeria. The 

above mentioned qualities of rich religions, cultural diversity and the presence 

of different categories of social groups make this location a suitable choice for 

carrying out this study. 

 

POPULATION OF STUDY AND SAMPLE METHOD 

Population is used to refer to all the inhabitants of a particular place. The 

population of this study consisted of all the people of Bauchi Local Government 

Area of Bauchi State. However, since the researcher is concerned with the 

effectiveness of community policing in the area, it is very obvious that the target 

population is so large and spread in vast area in such a way conducting a study 

to cover everyone in the area was difficult, which needs an exhaustive list of 

the people. Hence, representative sample of 250 respondents were drawn. For 

this purpose the researcher had adopted multi-stage sampling techniques to give 

everyone a chance of being selected in the sampling techniques. Meanwhile, 

multi-stage sampling is a probability sampling techniques in which each 
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sampling unit is a collected/cluster element. This method of sampling is usually 

adopted where it is difficult to compile an exhaustive list of the total population.  

The population of study was selected from the following wards of Bauchi Local 

Government: Majidadi ‘’A’’, Majidadi ‘’B’’, Makama S/Baki, Zugur 

L/Katagum, Mun/Munsal, Dandango/Yamrat, Birshi/Miri, Kundum/Durum, 

Kangyare/Turnwun, Galambi/Gwaskwaram, Dan’iya/Hardo and Dawaki. 

The twelve (12) wards were placed in clusters among which five (5) were 

randomly selected hence, forty six (50) respondents were drawn from each. The 

five wards were split into streets; from each ward four streets was randomly 

selected. The streets were shared into houses, and in each household the heads 

were randomly selected in that house and administered with a questionnaire. 

However, in the absent of any female or male household head that resided in 

the house the researcher gave chance to an adult that can understand the impact 

of community policing on crime prevention and control. In terms of distribution 

of the questionnaire the researcher gave equal chance to both sexes male and 

female.  

Apart from the above techniques, a purposive sampling method was used to 

select three interviewees for in-depth interview (IDI) on the effectiveness of 

community policing in Bauchi Local Government. From the selected wards, 

every DPO in his units and a traditional ruler each would be interviewed on the 

subject matter of the study. 

 

METHODS OF DATA COLLECTION 

The two research instruments that were used in data collection for this research 

work were structured questionnaire (quantitative technique) and in-depth 

interview techniques (IDI). The questionnaires were used for collection of 

quantitative data from the respondents to address the central aim of the study, 

effectiveness of community policing in Bauchi Local Government.  

 The questionnaires were structured both in open and closed-ended format. The 

close-ended format gave the respondents options to choose from the question 

asked, while the open-ended questions gave respondents the opportunity to 

respond to the questions with no restrictions concerning the effectiveness of 

community policing in Bauchi Local Government. The questions were divided 

into four major parts; A, B, C, and D. Part A was on personal data (socio-

demographic variables), Part B is on the role of community policing, Part C is 

based on the public perception on the effectiveness of community policing. Part 

D was on recommendations on how to improve the effectiveness of community 

policing. 
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 The in-depth interview (IDI) schedules were used on key members of the 

community such as the traditional rulers and police officers who had added 

quality for the information needed. 

 The questionnaires and the interview schedules were designed in English 

Language. However, those that did not understand English Language were 

assisted by research assistance to interpreting into local language (Hausa). The 

questionnaires were administered by the researcher with the help of research 

assistant. 

 

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

INTRODUCTION 

The main purpose of this chapter is to analyze and interpret the data collated 

from the field during the research work. It also has in mind to bring out the 

important aspect of the research work, which is the effectiveness of community 

policing. And to also achieve this aim, both the quantitative (questionnaire) and 

qualitative (in-depth interview) method of data collection were used.  

This chapter is divided into two different sections. Section one represents the 

socio-demographic variables of respondents, while the second section 

represents; the Public Perception of Community Policing in Bauchi Local 

Government Area.  

 

Table 4.2.1: Socio -demographic data of respondents 

Variables Frequency  Percentage (%) 

GENDER 

Male 143 63.6% 

Female 75 33.3% 

No Response 7 3.5% 

Total  225 100.0% 

AGE 

15-19  24 10.6 

20-24  44 19.5 

25-29 60 26.7 

30-34 45 20.0 

35-39 16 7.1 

40-44 17 7.5 

45 + 15 6.6 

No Response 4 1.7 

Total  225 100.0 
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MARITAL STATUS  

Single 130 57.7 

Married 58 25.7 

Divorced 20 8.8 

Separated 5 2.2 

Widowed 7 3.1 

No Response 6 2.6 

Total 225 100.0 

EDUCATION ATTAINMENT 

Primary  17 7.5 

Secondary  66 29.3 

Tertiary  121 53.7 

Others 11 4.8 

No Response 10 4.4 

Total  225 100.0 

OCCUPATION  

Business 59 26.2 

Students 88 39.1 

Civil Servant 51 22.6 

Farming 9 4.0 

Others 12 5.3 

No Response 6 2.6 

Total 225 100.0 

    Source: Survey Data, 2019 

 

The Table 4.2.1 above indicates that 143 (66.5%) of the respondents are male 

while 75 (33.3%) are female. This shows that majority of the respondents are 

males.   

The age distribution of respondents shows that those within the age bracket of 

25-29 years were 60 (26.7%), while respondents within the age bracket of  45 

and above were 15 (6.6%). This means that slight majority (20.1%) of the 

respondents are within the ages of 25-44 years.   

The marital status indicates that 130 (51.7%) of the respondents were singles, 

while 5 (2.2%) were separated. This means that an overwhelming majority of 

the respondents, constituting were singles. Then followed by married people 58 

(25.7%). 

 On educational attainment, the distribution above shows that 121 (53.7%) had 

acquired tertiary education, while 17 (7.5%) had primary school education. This 
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means that majority of the respondents had tertiary school education.  

  

Furthermore, the distribution of respondents by their occupational status reveals 

that 88 (39.1%) were students, while 6 (2.6%) were farmers. This means that a 

slight majority of the respondents were civil servants. 

 

ROLES OF COMMUNITY POLICING 

TABLE 4.3.1 ELIGIBLE TO TAKE PART IN COMMUNITY 

POILICING 

RESPONSES FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES 

(%) 

COMMUNITY LEADERS AND 

POLICE OFFICERS 

50 22.2 

POLICEMEN ONLY 23 10.2 

POLICE AND THE MEMBERS 

OF COMMUNITY 

110 48.8 

MEMBERS OF THE 

COMMUNITY 

14 6.2 

ALL OF THE ABOVE 28 12.4 

TOTAL 225 100.0 

SOURCE: FIELD SURVEY, 2019 

 

Table 4.3.2 above has the highest percentage (48.8%) which indicates that 

majority of the respondents are of the view that police and the members of the 

community are the ones eligible to take part in community policing, while 

(6.2%) has the lowest percentage which are of the view that members of the 

community only should take part in community policing. This implies that 

majority of the respondents are of the view that; police and the members of the 

community are the ones eligible to take part in community policing. 

 

TABLE 4.3.2 PARTICIPATION BY MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY 

IN POLICING 

RESPONSES FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES 

(%) 

COMMUNITY AND POLICE 

PATROL 

28 12.4 

INFORMING THE POLICE 

ABOUT CRIME ACTIVITIES 

61 27.1 
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GIVING THE POLIC E 

FINANCIAL AND MORAL 

SUPPORT 

12 5.3 

 ATTENDING MEETINGS 

ORGANIZED BY THE POLICE 

17 7.5 

NIGHT PATROL BY THE 

VIGILANTE GROUP 

36 16 

NO RESPONSE 65 28.9 

PREVENTION OF CRIME 6 2.6 

TOTAL 225 100.0 

SOURCE: FIELD SURVEY, 2019 

 

Table 4.3.4 above shows that (28.9%) did not respond, (27.1%) respondents 

believed that the participation is through informing the police about crime 

activities, while (2.6%) of the respondents are of the view that it is through 

prevention crime. This implies that the majority of the respondents did not 

respond as such they do not know whether the members of the community are 

carried along in the program and there was little participation by the 

community. That is, the program is not well implemented.   

In addition it had been confirmed in an in-depth interview by a traditional ruler 

in Malali who said: 

‘’The members of the community participate in the project by 

giving information to the officials of the police. We are doing well 

in this respect because we instructed that those who have vital 

information and for fear of the fact that information may leaked 

or their identities are revealed, they encouraged to write the 

authentic information without their name drop it in the 

community leader office whom will then dispatch it.’’ 

 

RESPONDENTS VIEW ON EFFECTIVENESS OF COMMUNITY 

POLICING 

TABLE 4.4.1  POLICE PERFORMANCE IN THE AREA OF 

STUDY 

NO RESPONSES FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE 

(%) 

YES 81 36.0 

NO I26 56.0 

NO RESPONSE 18 8.0 
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TOTAL 225 100.0 

SOURCE: FIELD SURVEY, 2019 

Table 4.4.1 above indicates that (56.0%) are of the view that the police are not 

giving their best in policing their area, while (36.0%) argued and say that the 

police are giving their best in policing their area. 

 

TABLE 4.4.2 SUCCESSES COMMUNITY POLICING MADE SINCE 

INCEPTION 

RESPONSES FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE 

(%) 

RESTORATION OF PEACE AND 

ORDER 

37 16.4 

PREVENTION AND CONTROL 

OF CRIME 

26 11.6 

REDUCTION IN SOME 

MINORCRIME 

72 32.0 

ARREST OF CRIME SUSPECTS 18 8.0 

WINNING COMMUNITY 

COOPERATION 

10 4.4 

THERE IS NO SUCCESS 33 14.7 

OTHERS 14 6.2 

NO RESPONSE 15 6.7 

TOTAL 225 100.0 

SOURCE: FIELD SURVEY, 2019 

Table 4.4.2 above shows that reduction in minor crime has the highest 

percentage (32.0%), while crime prevention and control (11.6%). This implies 

that since the inception of community policing it has only succeeded in reducing 

minor crime but it has woefully failed in terms of winning the cooperation of 

the community which should be the primary goal of the program, arrest of 

suspects and other forms of crime are also left unchecked. 

 

TABLE 4.4.3 PROBLEM FACED BY COMMUNITY POLICING 

RESPONSES FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES 

(%) 

POLICE AND COMMUNITY 

BAD RELATIONSHIP 

43 19.1 

POLICE POOR RESPONSE TO 

CRIME 

17 7.5 
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INADEQUATE FUNDING 24 10.7 

LACK OF OFFICES IN THE 

VARIOUS COMMUNITIES 

7 3.1 

LACK OF OR WRONG 

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY 

THE COMMUNITY MEMBERS 

14 6.2 

INADEQUATE FACILITIES 23 10.2 

POOR IMPLEMETATION  OF  

POLICIES 

19 8.4 

BRIBBERY AND CORRUPTION 20 8.8 

OTHERS 21 9.3 

NO RESPONSE 37 16.4 

TOTAL 225 100.0 

SOURCE: FIELD SURVEY, 2019 

 

Table 4.4.3 above shows that police and community bad relationship has the 

highest percentage (19.1%), while lack of offices had (3.1%) This implies that 

the major problems faced by community policing since inception is bad 

relationship between the police and the community. May be that is why the 

members of the community do not attend the meeting. 

 

TABLE 4.4.4 RATE OF CRIME REDUCTION SINCE INCEPTION 

RESPONSES FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE (%) 

EXCELLENT 33 14.6 

GOOD 67 32.8 

FAIR 90 40.0 

POOR 29 12.9 

NO RESPONSE 6 2.7 

TOTAL 225 100.0 

SOURCE: FIELD SURVEY, 2019 

 

Table 4.4.4 above shows that (40.0%) of the respondents are of the view that 

since the inception of community policing crime had fairly reduced, while 

(12.9%) are of the view that the reduction of crime is poor. This implies that 

crime has reduced fairly in the communities since the inception of community 

policing 
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TABLE 4.4.5 TYPES OF CRIMES THAT HAVE REDUCED IN THE 

COMMUNITY 

RESPONSES  FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES 

(%) 

ARMED ROBBERY 

YES 99 44.0 

NO 126 56.0 

TOTAL 225 100.0 

STEALING/THEFT 

YES 126 56.0 

NO 99 44.0 

TOTAL 225 100.0 

HOUSE /STORE BURGLARY 

YES 131 58.2 

NO 94 41.8 

TOTAL 225 100.0 

CAR THEFT 

YES 82 36.4 

NO 143 63.6 

TOTAL 225 100.0 

RAPE  

YES 90 40.0 

NO 135 60.0 

TOTAL 225 100.0 

MURDER  

YES 89 39.6 

NO 136 60.4 

TOTAL 225 100,0 

ETHNIC CONFLICT  

YES 86 38.2 

NO 139 61.8 

TOTAL 225 100 

RELIGIOUS CONFLICT 

YES 85 37.8 

NO 140 62.2 

TOTAL 225 100.0 

SOURCE: FIELD SURVEY, 2019  
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Table 4.4.5 above shows that majority of the respondents (56.0%) believed that 

stealing or theft have reduced in the neighborhood, while minority of the 

respondents  (38.2%) believed that  ethnic conflict has not reduced since the 

inception of community policing. This implies that stealing and theft has 

reduced in the area 

In an in-depth interview one of the respondents says: 

‘’Before now, the community relied on yanbanga for crime control, reduction 

and detection. The community had confidence in them they know they will not 

undermine security in their community. But now, with the creation of the 

community policing the function of crime detection, control, management and 

information gathering is gradually becoming a responsibility of the police. But 

when I say crime has reduced, it depends on what crimes I am talking about. 

This local government has a prevalence of shop burglary, gang robbery at night 

which Police patrol, vigilante group has assisted in reducing drastically.’’ 

 

SUMMARY OF THE FINDINGS 

THE SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC DATA OF THE RESPONDENTS 

Based on the socio-demographic profile of the respondents, out of the 225 

respondents examined, (63.6%) were males, this shows that majority of the 

respondents were males. Also, out of the 225 respondents examined, (26.7%) 

of the respondents are between the ages of 25-29 they were the majority. On 

the educational level of the respondents, majority had, had tertiary education 

and they constitutes (53.7%) of the total respondents. With regards to marital 

status, majority of the respondents were the single, this constitutes (57.7%). On 

the occupational status, most respondents were students and this constitutes 

(39.1%) of the total respondents examined. 

 

ON THE ROLE OF COMMUNITY POLICING 

In examining the role of community policing, the study discovers that majority 

of the respondents agreed that community policing is all about police 

partnership with community members in crime control and prevention. In the 

same vein, the study shows that majority of the respondents (48.8%) stated that 

members of the community are the ones eligible to take part in community 

policing. The studies also founds that majority of the respondents (58.6%) said 

that members of their communities are participating in community policing, 

while the study also found that (58.2%) believed members of their communities 

are participating in the project, while (27.1%) whom are the majority agreed 

that participation is through giving the police information about crime 

activities. It was also founds that majority of the respondents (33.3%) argued 
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that meetings have not been held between the police and the members of their 

communities. (57.8%) are of the view that their community members do not 

attend the community policing meeting. The study also indicated that majority 

(56.4%) of the respondents argued that the police do not consult when taking 

decisions that affects them. 

 

ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF COMMUNITY POLICING 

In examine the public perception on the effectiveness of community policing, 

it was found that majority of the respondents (53.3%) opines that police are not 

giving their best in policing their areas. It was also found that majority of the 

respondents (16.4%) argued that there is bad relationship between the police 

and the public they served. While (40.0%) of the respondents are of the view 

that crime had fairly reduced. Furthermore, (56.0%) opines that among other 

crimes only stealing or theft had reduced, (32.8%) of the respondents rates the 

police performance good.  The study also reveals that the majority (66.2%) 

are of the view that they provide assistance to police through arrest and hand 

over of suspect to the police. Meanwhile higher proportion of the respondents 

(54.3%) argued that the police attitudes towards their work haven’t changed. 

The study indicates that the majority (45.7%) of the respondents shows that 

incessant insecurity and emergence of new crime makes them not to feel safer 

in their community. 

 

ON HOW TO IMROVE COMMUNITY POLICING 

On how to improve the effectiveness of the project. It was further observed that 

majority of the respondents (33.3%) want police to eradicate crime from the 

society in order to create a safer community for all. The study also reveals that 

the majority (30.2%) recommended that government should provide the police 

with modern ammunitions and patrol vehicles and also (13.3%) also added that 

good training and in service training should be adopted. Furthermore, the 

majority of the respondents (20.9%) recommended that patriotic and God 

fearing people should be recruited, (19.1%) suggested that graduates should be 

recruited while (13.3%) of the respondents opines that recruitment should be 

based on merit 

 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

THE SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC DATA OF THE RESPONDENTS 

Based on the socio-demographic profile of the respondents, out of the 225 

respondents examined shows that majority of the respondents were males. Also, 

out of the 225 respondents examined, those between the ages of 25-29 were the 
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majority. On the educational level of the respondents, majority had, had tertiary 

education. With regards to marital status, majority of the respondents were the 

single, while on the occupational status, most respondents were students. 

The findings show that most of the respondents were males. The reason was 

due to the fact that male parents agreed that community policing is the type of 

policing that has the police and the members of the community taking an active 

part in crime prevention and control more than the female parents. Furthermore 

majority of the respondents had attained tertiary education at the time of the 

study that was why there were high concentration of students in the area, may 

be because of the presence of some higher institution such as the Abubakar 

Tafawa Balewa University, Federal polytechnic, Abubakar Tatari Ali 

polytechnic, college of agriculture, Bauchi business school and many primary 

and secondary school within the local government. 

 

ON THE ROLE OF COMMUNITY POLICING  

One of the specific objectives of the study is to find out the perception of the 

public on the effectiveness of community policing in Bauchi metropolis. The 

researcher founds that higher proportion of the respondents agreed that: 

Community policing is a type of policing that has the police working with 

members of the community and having the community taking a more active 

part in crime control and prevention. In the same agreement Ikuteyijo (2009) 

opined that community policing is a type of policing that has the police working 

with members of the community and having the community taking a more 

active role in crime control and prevention. 

Rhonda (2000) posit the basic idea behind community policing is that the 

community must be involved with police to solve problems, the police and the 

public have to work together in combating crime in our society. The studies 

also founds that majority of the respondents are aware of their community 

participation in community policing and participation is through giving the 

police information about crime activities. This supported Guichaoua (2009) 

who stated that, overall community partnership in policing will lead to safer 

community for all sundry. Since the essence of community policing is to serve 

as a meeting place where the residents of the districts and the police meet to 

discuss mutual problems involving police matters in the community and to 

provide assistance regarding police matters on how to apprehend any criminal 

act within the community. Without good relationship between the two parties 

this goal of community policing cannot be achieved.  
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ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF COMMUNITY POLICING 

The second objective of the study was to examine the relationship between 

Nigerian police and the public in discharging community policing in Bauchi 

Local Government Area. The researcher found that the majority of the 

respondents have opined that the police are not giving their best in doing their 

work of safe guarding life and properties in the communities. From the findings 

it supports Okeke (2006) and Onoja (2007) who stated that, in almost all facets 

the Nigerian police have failed in discharging their duty of safeguarding lives 

and property. The researcher also discovers that majority of the respondents are 

of this view that, the Nigerian police lacked modern facilities of combating 

crime. 

The researcher also observed that, majority of the respondents opined that the 

attitude of the police towards their work have not changed that is why the 

community members do not come out for meetings. This finding supports 

Alemika and Chukwuma (2000). Similarly it also supports Rotimi (2001) who 

opined that helpful information will be forth coming from community members 

when police have established a relationship of trust with the community they 

served. Without trust between the police and the citizens effective policing is 

impossible. 

 

ON HOW TO IMPROVE COMMUNITY POLICING 

The third objective of the study is on enhancing the effectiveness of community 

policing and the majority of the respondents opined that, the Government 

Should Provide The Police With Modern Arms And Patrol Vehicles, Some also 

recommended that police should employed good training and in service training 

for their officers, they should be  well paid, should be trust worthy, should 

recruit adequate staff, should be provided with adequate information on crime, 

and  need for fairness and quick response to crime  should be encouraged. 

The discussion of the study justifies the used of two theories, Broken window 

theory and social change theory. 

Broken Windows Theory (BWT) was popularized by James Q. Wilson and 

George Kelling in an article which appeared in the March 1982 edition of The 

Atlantic Monthly. The BWT suggests that public order offences like vandalism 

and rowdy behavior can create a downward spiral of neighborhood 

deterioration and fear of crime that leads to more deterioration and more serious 

crimes if not checked by the community. This is because little crimes like 

vandalism, broken windows, and others tend to portray the impression that 

nobody cares about the community and that residents as well as the police have 

lost control over the community this is in line with the findings that stated the 
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members of the community and the police have to partner in policing of their 

environment.  

On the other hand, increased police presence and enforcements of informal 

rules of conduct and laws can make a community seem less chaotic and safer 

thereby increased presence and involvement of residents in their community 

and lowering crime rates (Palmiotto, 2000). The BWT can be incorporated into 

the concept of community policing in the sense that collective effort by both 

the police and community dwellers can help alleviate the rate of crime in the 

community as the police see residents as partners in development and vice 

versa. The BWT assumes that most neighborhood crimes are more often than 

not perpetrated by offenders who reside near the victims; this makes crime 

primarily a local problem which can best be solved locally. The BWT is very 

useful in explaining the synergy between the police and the community in crime 

detection but contemporary developments have belittled the effectiveness of the 

theory as some crimes are perpetrated by people who are not domiciled in the 

environment of the crime. An example is cyber-crime, where victims are not 

necessarily close to the criminals; in fact they are usually miles away from one 

another.  

Social change as a concept is concerned with the alterations in the social 

structure and organization of society overtime, either in size, complexity, 

direction or function. According to social change theorists, change can occur as 

a result of internal and external factors which could be functional or 

dysfunctional to the survival of the society. Change is caused by various factors, 

which may include diffusion from one society to the other, innovations and 

inventions from within the society, as well as crises and conflict which equally 

lead to change other changes that have distorted the cherished values of our 

society are mostly technological changes in which cyber-crime cannot 

exempted.  

Social change could either bring about progress for members of a society or 

visit them with retrogression. As human beings live collectively by developing 

adaptable features to their environment through science and technology, change 

naturally ensued. 

It is argued that technological changes to a great extent often give criminals the 

opportunity to carry out certain crime outside the society that would disrupt 

peaceful coexistence of that community. Technological advancement makes 

community to suffer from the activities of criminals that are not domiciled 

within that community and such activities are as a result of social change and it 

is only the police and the members of the community that can prevent and 

control such. 
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Therefore, social change implies the alteration in the structure or organization 

of society or its component parts over time; this alteration of the structure or 

component parts of society may be in size, complexity, direction or function 

(Wilmot, 1984). 

It presumed that alteration in any part will affect the structure of the whole. This 

should however be understood in perspective. When a new policy or reform 

(community policing) had been introduced, it will have a significant effect at 

the point of impact and a ripple effect on  the people which peters out a small 

problem caused by other activities which may have a devastating effect not just 

on the reform but within the people of that environment. Change experienced 

in one of the structures or parts, automatically affects the other parts. He meant 

that society tends towards a state of stability, which is to be achieved in the 

cause of the parts performing their assigned functions. Parsons would view even 

prolonged crime, labour strikes, religious crises or civilian riots as temporary 

disruption in the status quo rather than a significant alteration in social 

structures. This refers to relationship between the system and environment, 

because for society to survive, social system must have some degree of control 

over their environment.  

Community policing was established to have some degree of control in the area 

of criminal control and prevention Community policing defines standard 

relations between individuals and institutions, and also reduce the potential for 

conflict, when conflict does arise it is settled by them and does not therefore 

lead to the disintegration of the social system.  

Parsons maintained that three processes of social change are inevitable in the 

society. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the research findings according to the specific objectives I hereby 

recommended that: 

1. Training of staff should precede the establishment of the project. Some of the 

police personnel cannot interview people; they cannot give any orientation to 

people. As regards the interest of the community policing, they cannot move 

about as a public relations officer in the communities. They cannot organize 

workshop or seminar. They cannot write, meet the press. Most of them are not 

qualified practically and academically. So if personnel had been recruited and 

trained, it would have been smooth operation towards attaining the goal of 

community policing. 

2. There is need for the police to establish a relationship of trust with the 

community they served by discharging their duties according to the rule of law. 
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The foundation of trust will allow police to form close relationship with the 

community. Without trust effective policing is impossible. 

3. There is need to organize more in-house workshops and training of police 

officers, to ensure that the police are properly educated on the value of 

partnering with the community. There is need to maintain the practice of 

employing educated graduates and committed young citizens. 

4. There is need for the Government to Provide the Police with Modern Arms 

and Patrol Vehicles. Government should ensure that these police officers are 

well paid and their salary should not be delayed. Also Government should also 

recruit adequate staff, and be provided with adequate information on crime, and 

need for fairness and quick response to crime should be encouraged. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the findings of this research the Nigerian police have not lived up to 

expectation. And have failed woefully in the discharge of their constitutional 

duties as spelt out in the constitution of the federal republic of Nigeria.  

The goal of community policing have been encouraging since there is good 

relationship between the police and the community they serve. And the project 

should be well implemented. 

I hereby conclude that the suggestions giving by this study should be adopted 

towards community policing in order to achieve the aim of crime prevention 

and control. 
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