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Abstract  

The study examined social challenges and teachers imparting values on senior 

secondary students in Port Harcourt City, Rivers State Nigeria. To achieve this, 

4 objectives were drawn from the aggregated interactions of the independent 

variable (social challenge) and dependent variable (imparting values). The 

study adopted the correlational research design. A sample of 160 respondents 

or teachers participated in the study. A 40-item 2 experts (i.e. 1 Sociology of 

Education, and 1 Measurement and Evaluation lecturer in IAUE) validated 4-

point scale self-structured instrument titled “Social Challenges and Teachers 

Imparting of Values on Students Scale” (SCTIVS) with a reliability coefficient 

of 0.742 was used to elicit data analyzed using Pearson product moment 

coefficient (PPMC) at 0.05 level of significance. The study revealed that: 

morality (r= 0.025), tribalism (r= 0.027), examination malpractice (r= 0.015), 

and misuse of technology (r = 0.003) affected teachers imparting of values on 

senior secondary students in Port Harcourt Local Government Area Local 

Government Area (LGA) of Rivers State, Nigeria. The study recommended that: 

teachers need to possess and exhibit high moral standards that would enable 

them mentor and instill values for students effectively participating and 

profiting from schooling process. Alongside, teachers should eschew all forms 

of tribalism and other nepotistic acts that would impede their ability to 

overcome inhibiting traits that could affect students school learning. 

 

Keywords: Social challenges, teachers, values, senior secondary students, Port 

Harcourt City 

 

Introduction 

Education is a performance and productivity enhancing endeavour and 

initiatives driven by teachers or instructors who are playing crucial roles in both 
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individual (i.e. students or trainee) and societal development. Achieving this 

feat is to a large extent dependent on how teachers are professionally resolute 

in shaking off any nepotistic inhibitors (like culture, religion, tribe, etc.) capable 

of misrepresenting them. Alongside, thwarting their claim of tenaciously 

focused on tackling the compelling or persuasive challenges with the propensity 

of making students doubt, question or undermine their ability to comply with 

learning ethics (i.e. reading, assessment, etc.) leading to the imbibing of an 

opaque and weakened mindset of approaching and subverting the learning 

processes in secondary schools. Hence, the challenges confronting teachers and 

deflating or devaluing their actual performance in the teaching and learning 

processes and other services needs to be swiftly considered in view of their 

likelihood of erupting discontentment and apathy capable of disconnecting and 

distancing beneficiaries from the educational activities. 

Moreover, successfully realizing the present societal expectations from 

schooling could in fact be twisted or truncated by social challenges or issues 

with factors or features that manifestly consequence extending beyond an 

individual's control. Scott (2012) see social challenges as morally deficient 

issues and practices which are viewed with conflicting perspective (either 

correct or incorrect) that can influence citizens aspirations (like educational) 

and development in the society. Mills (2013) states that social challenges entails 

those acts (like malpractice, tribalism, dereliction, etc.) that could disrupt 

students acquisition of the requisite values (like character, attitude and 

behaviour), skillset and socialization from the schooling processes. Conversely, 

social challenges is a serious societal problem based on the subjectivity of 

divergent and hard to change opinions on those value-disruptive acts held by 

the strata of the populace in the society. 

 Operationally, social challenges are those issues manifested by individuals and 

group in a setting (like school) but with the tendency to dissuade, disorientate, 

destabilize and disillusion persons (i.e. teachers and students) in that social 

setting from willingly and effectively engaging in their roles. Although, social 

challenges are multispectral, however, the educationally induced ones 

permanently fills their thoughts, infiltrating their psyche and influences students 

modus-oprandi in their family, interaction, occupation, and society both in and 

out of school. Thus, the varying and subjective interpretations to these social 

challenges (termed as an educational pandemic) is gradually permeating as a 
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norm and appropriate practice wherein individual (like teachers, students and 

parents) strongly-held views rather than standardized practice becomes the 

locus for public acceptance of a wrong act as right and vice-versa. 

In the educational setting social challenges could be accentuated from both 

internal and external sources but directly or indirectly acknowledged or 

permitted by teachers as a school norm. This development erupts inequality and 

confers unfair, unpleasant, undesirable and unmerited advantage as a problem 

that impedes educational development (Nwogu, 2013). George and Ukpong 

(2013) stated that contemporary challenges or problems likely to severely 

impact societal development include examination malpractices, drug abuse, 

juvenile delinquency, the negative impact of science and technology, poverty, 

kidnapping and cultism among other issues that can affect both teachers and 

students in effectively playing their roles including assigned responsibilities 

senior secondary schools (conceptualized as a school system wherein learners 

or students choose or take up subject combinations related to their area of 

professional or vocational intend) in a setting like Port Harcourt City (otherwise 

Port Harcourt Local Government Area). 

Specifically, in this study, social challenges are dimensioned via: morality, 

tribalism, examination malpractice and misuse of technology. These factors or 

features and many others have over the years been accorded contradictory views 

that is capable of disrupting the processes of imparting or instilling the values 

(conceptualized as the possession of ideals, morals, ethics, reasoning, 

principles, mentality and rationality that aids interaction). Similarly, values is 

the stimulus and proficient driving force for internalizing the character, attitude, 

behaviour, belief, and other attributes required to propel students interest and 

socialization from the schooling process. In view of this, values is an essential 

catalyst for a purposeful student-centred learning and as such it suffices further 

than instructional or educational leadership and direction of school teachers, 

instructors or educators (Moreau, Biddle & David, 2013). 

In whichever way or form, these challenges have continued to manifest issues 

or problems that are against the norms, morals and ethics that are required to 

help students excel in the teaching, learning and evaluation process. For 

instance, the misuse of technology like smart phone, have negatively influenced 

and disrupted students learning and articulation thereby, making them 

vulnerable to the extent of using phones to engage in all forms of examination 
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malpractice (George & Ukpong, 2013). Also, morality or decency is conceived 

as an important norm that would enable teachers irrespective of their religion, 

race, colour, and tribe to equally treat all students irrespective of their parental 

status, creed, affiliations and orientation. This will enable teachers fairly and 

professionally teach, interact and assess or evaluate all students in tests and 

examinations as benchmark for measuring a student competency in the formal 

educational sector (Nnam & Inah, 2015). George and Ukpong (2013) also 

opined that the commonest means by which the entirety of educational system 

revolves is the examination, therefore, teachers must instill values that will 

enable students overcome the anti-educational impeding social challenges in 

secondary schools.  

Statement of the Problem 

Instructively, teachers and educators apathy and nostalgia due to these socio-

educational challenges (like morality, tribalism, examination malpractice, drug 

abuse, misuse or misapplication of technology, deviant begaviour, etc.) is most 

unfortunate and antithetical to meeting the goals of education (whether primary, 

secondary or tertiary) (UNESCO, 2017). This standpoint impedes their horizon 

to devise or envisage measures or strategies for tackling these issues or 

problems that have opinionated and triggered conflicts among educational 

stakeholders (like government, teachers, students and parents) who have come 

to terms with such problem (like examination malpractice) as correct or 

incorrect personal life or interpersonal social life decisions. 

The challenge is to ensure a well-prepared, engaged, and committed corps of 

teachers in sufficient numbers, whilst working within budgetary and 

infrastructure constraints. In developing countries (like Nigeria) this challenge 

is amplified by the significant numbers of unqualified or unprofessional 

teachers exhibiting or entangled with tribalism and other nepotistic acts that 

makes them support students misconducts like misapplication or misuse of 

technology, examination malpractice, amongst other deviant behaviours. 

Previous studies by George and Ukpong (2013) dimensioned current challenges 

or problems via examination malpractices, drug abuse, juvenile delinquency, 

the negative impact of science and technology, poverty, kidnapping and cultism 

etc., however, none integrated morality and tribalism in their investigation. It is 

based on the foregoing that this study is considered novelty and uniquely 
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examining social challenges and teachers imparting values on senior secondary 

students in Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria. 

 

Specifically, the purposes of this study were to determine: 

i. the extent morality affects teachers imparting values on senior secondary 

students in Rivers State; 

ii. the extent tribalism affects teachers imparting values on senior secondary 

students in Rivers State; 

iii. the extent examination malpractice affects teachers imparting values on 

senior secondary students in Rivers State; and 

iv. the extent misuse of technology affects teachers imparting values on 

senior secondary students in Rivers State. 

 

The following research questions guided this study: 

1. To what extent does morality affects teachers imparting values on senior 

secondary students in Rivers State? 

2. To what extent does tribalism affects teachers imparting values on senior 

secondary students in Rivers State? 

3. To what extent does examination malpractice affects teachers imparting 

values on senior secondary students in Rivers State? 

4. To what extent does misuse of technology affects teachers imparting 

values on senior secondary students in Rivers State? 

 

Scope of the Study 

This study centred on social challenges and teachers imparting values on senior 

secondary students in Rivers State, Nigeria. The choice of senior secondary 

schools is premised on the fact that virtually all communities in the study area 

have one public senior secondary school, as the main variable considered in this 

study. While in the terms of content scope, the study would be centred on the 

teachers in these public or government owned senior secondary schools in 

Rivers State. Furthermore, the independent variable is social challenges 

(dimensioned via morality, tribalism, examination malpractice and misuse of 

technology), the dependent variable is teachers imparting values on students. 
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SOCIAL CHALLENGES AND IMPARTING VALUES   

 

      

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

Fig. 1: Conceptual Model of SC and IV 

Source: Researcher’s Review of Related Literature (2020) 

 

Methodology 

Research Design: This study adopted the correctional research design. 

According to Nwankwo (2013), the correlational research establishes the 

relationship between two or more variables in order to find out the effect of the 

independent variable (i.e. Social Challenge) on the dependent variable (i.e. 

imparting values). In this study the independent variable with dimensions (like 

morality, tribalism, examination malpractice and misuse of technology) was 

examined with the dependent variable (i.e. imparting vales). 

Study Area: The study was conducted in Port Harcourt Local Government 

Area (LGA), which is one of the twenty-three LGAs in Rivers State. Port 

Harcourt Local Government Area has a population of 538, 558 (NPC, 2006), 

and projected (i.e. 3.5% growth rate) population of 897, 635 (NPC, 2016). The 

study area is bounded by Obio-Akpor and Okrika, Local Government Areas and 

the Atlantic Ocean. Similarly, Port Harcourt Local Government Area is mainly 
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Imparting Values  
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dominated by the Ikwerres and the Okrika Ijaw at the fringes (i.e. around 

Abuloma, Amadi-Ama, Okujagu, and Fime) whose culture include: 

Christianity, traditional religion, and Islam (in modern times). However, the 

metropolitan city status of Port Harcourt Local Government Area makes the 

area to be inhabited by people from various local and foreign ethnic groups and 

cultures.”  

Furthermore, the traditional occupation of the people include: fishing, farming 

(mainly crops like yam, maize, okra, cassava, cocoyam, etc. including 

vegetables and fruits), lumbering and hunting. However, the highly urbanizing 

status of Port Harcourt Local Government Area has made it to host high volume 

and concentration of oil and gas, manufacturing, economic and construction 

activities including educational institutions coupled with the high population 

influx synonymous with any highly urbanized area. Today the occupation of the 

people have now shifted from traditional occupations to civil service, 

trading/business, public service and self-employed engaged in economic, 

educational, industrial and other social activities such as: banking, 

administration, teaching/lecturing, manufacturing, oil exploration, recreation 

etc. Despite, this enormous urban development there exist isolated subsistence 

farming, fishing and hunting activities in the fast declining farmlands, forests 

and rivers remaining in Port Harcourt Local Government Area. 

Population for the Study: The population for the study comprised of all the 

2672 teachers in all the 16 senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Local 

Government Area, Rivers State (Rivers State Schools Board, 2018).  

Sample and Sampling Technique: A sample of 160 teachers or respondents 

participated in the study. The study adopted a six phase multistage sampling 

technique. Firstly, purposive sampling techniques was used in the selection of 

all the 16 public senior secondary schools that are located in the 26 communities 

in Obio-Akpor Local Government Area. In the second and final phase random 

sampling technique was used in the selection of 10 teachers from each of the 16 

senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Local Government Area of Rivers 

State. This constituted a sample of 10 teachers from each of the 16 senior 

secondary schools totaling 160 teachers or respondents that were used in the 

study.  

Instrumentation: The instrument for data collection was 40 item self-

structured instrument titled “Social Challenges and Teachers Imparting of 
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Values on Students Scale” (SCTIVS). The COBSMEQS instrument was 

patterned after a four point rating scale of “Very High Extent” (VHE, 4 Points), 

“High Extent” (HE, 3 Points), “Low Extent” (LE, 2 Points), and “Very Low 

Extent” (VLE, 1 Point). Furthermore, the SCTIVS instrument consist of three 

sections. Section A elicited the demographics of the respondents, while Section 

B comprised 8 items each on the variables of Social Challenges, while Section 

C elicit items on Imparting Values with 8 items. 

Validation of Instrument: The face and content validity of the SCTIVS 

instrument was determined by two (2) experts (i.e. 1 Sociology of Education, 

and 1 Measurement and Evaluation lecturer in Ignatius Ajuru University of 

Education (IAUE)). The topic, objectives and research questions of this study 

were presented to these validates for their comments, suggestions, and views 

which were incorporated in order to improve the validity of the SCTIVS 

instrument. 

Reliability of the Instrument: The reliability or internal consistency of the 

SCTIVS instrument was determined using Cronbach Alpha (ra) method. In 

doing this 40 copies of the SCTIVS instrument was administered to a random 

sample of teachers from 10 senior secondary schools in Ikwerre Local 

Government Area of Rivers State (which was not used for the study). Then 40 

copies of the SCTIVS instrument were distributed to these respondents and 

upon completion, the SCTIVS instrument was retrieved, coded and analyzed 

using the Cronbach Alpha (ra) method to obtain a reliability coefficient of 

0.742. This reliability coefficient obtained necessitated the use of the SCTIVS 

instrument for administration. 

Method of Data Collection: The face-to-face direct delivery technique was 

adopted by the researcher and the engaged research assistants as the method of 

data collection to all the 160 respondents. The SCTIVS instrument was 

administered to each of 160 respondents selected in this study. Out of the 160 

copies of the SCTIVS instrument administered to the respondents, only 147 

copies (representing approximately 92% return rate) were validly retrieved and 

used for the analysis. 

Method of Data Analysis: The collected data was scored, tabulated, coded, and 

analyzed using Pearson product moment coefficient (PPMC) to answer the 

research questions at 0.05 level of significance. 

 



International Journal of Contemporary Education Research  

        Published by Cambridge Research and Publications 

 

 

                                                                 IJCER ISSN-2891-5226 (Print) 
 

 

53 

Vol. 19 No. 8 

September, 2020. 

RESULTS 

Research Question 1: To what extent does morality affects teachers imparting 

values on senior secondary students in Rivers State? 

Table 1: Summary of Pearson Correlations on the extent morality affects 

teachers imparting values on senior secondary students in Port Harcourt 

Local Government Area 

 Morality Imparting 

Values 

Morality Pearson 

Correlation 

1 .071** 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .025 

N 147 147 

 

Imparting Values 

Pearson 

Correlation 

.071** 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .025  

N 147 147 

** Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed) 

 

Table 1 shows a Pearson Correlating Coefficient (r) of 0.071 which indicates a 

positive relationship between the extent morality affects teachers imparting 

values on senior secondary students of about 95%. This implies that the 

adoption of morality will tend to affects teachers imparting values on senior 

secondary students in Port Harcourt Local Government Area. Similarly, the 

result also shows that the correlation between the contributions of morality and 

teachers imparting values on senior secondary students is statistically 

significant at 0.05 level. This means that as teachers consistently or 

continuously adopt morality as schooling requirements, senior secondary 

students would be imparted the values that facilitate their learning in senior 

secondary schools in Port Harcourt Local Government Area, Rivers State. This 

finding aligns with the position of Nwogu (2013) that certain practices, 

activities and conducts of teachers could enhance schooling success and 

national development. 

 

Research Question 2: To what extent does tribalism affects teachers imparting 

values on senior secondary students in Rivers State? 
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Table 2: Summary of Pearson Correlations on the extent tribalism affects 

teachers imparting values on senior secondary students in Port Harcourt 

Local Government Area 

 Tribalism Imparting 

Values 

Tribalism Pearson 

Correlation 

1 .085** 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .027 

N 147 147 

 

Imparting Values 

Pearson 

Correlation 

.085** 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .027  

N 147 147 

** Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed) 

 

Table 2 shows a Pearson Correlating Coefficient (r) of 0.085 which indicates a 

positive relationship between the extent tribalism affects teachers imparting 

values on senior secondary students of about 95%. This implies that the 

adoption of tribalism will tend to affects teachers imparting values on senior 

secondary students in Port Harcourt Local Government Area. Similarly, the 

result also shows that the correlation between the contributions of tribalism and 

affects teachers imparting values on senior secondary students is statistically 

significant at 0.05 level. This means that as teachers consistently or 

continuously adopt tribalism as schooling requirements, senior secondary 

students would not be imparted the values that facilitate their learning in senior 

secondary schools in Port Harcourt Local Government Area, Rivers State. This 

finding is consistent with the views of Ezema and Ezema (2012) that teachers 

as professionals needs to exhibit high standards devoid of ethnicity, nepotism, 

tribalism and gender bias that could impede students school interest and 

educational development. 

 

Research Question 3: To what extent does examination malpractice affects 

teachers imparting values on senior secondary students in Rivers State? 
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Table 3: Summary of Pearson Correlations on the extent examination 

malpractice affects teachers imparting values on senior secondary students 

in Port Harcourt Local Government Area 

 Examination 

Malpractice 

Imparting 

Values 

Examination 

Malpractice 

Pearson 

Correlation 

1 .068** 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .015 

N 147 147 

 

Imparting Values 

Pearson 

Correlation 

.068** 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .015  

N 147 147 

** Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed) 

 

Table 3 shows a Pearson Correlating Coefficient (r) of 0.068 which indicates a 

positive relationship between the extent examination malpractice affects 

teachers imparting values on senior secondary students of about 95%. This 

implies that the adoption of examination malpractice will tend to affects 

teachers imparting values on senior secondary students in Port Harcourt Local 

Government Area. Similarly, the result also shows that the correlation between 

the contributions of examination malpractice and teachers imparting values on 

senior secondary students is statistically significant at 0.05 level. This means 

that as teachers consistently or continuously adopt examination malpractice as 

schooling practice, senior secondary students would not be imparted the values 

that facilitate their learning in senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Local 

Government Area, Rivers State. This finding aligns with the position of Nwogu 

(2013) that certain practices engaged by students can affect their learning and 

educational development in secondary schools.  

 

Research Question 4: To what extent does misuse of technology affects 

teachers imparting values on senior secondary students in Rivers State? 

Table 4: Summary of Pearson Correlations on the extent misuse of 

technology affects teachers imparting values on senior secondary students 

in Port Harcourt Local Government Area 
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 Misuse of 

technology 

Imparting 

Values 

Misuse of 

Technology 

Pearson 

Correlation 

1 .082** 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .003 

N 147 147 

 

Imparting Values 

Pearson 

Correlation 

.082** 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .003  

N 147 147 

** Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed) 

 

Table 4 shows a Pearson Correlating Coefficient (r) of 0.082 which indicates a 

positive relationship between the extent misuse of technology affects teachers 

imparting values on senior secondary students of about 95%. This implies that 

the adoption of misuse of technology will tend to affects teachers imparting 

values on senior secondary students in Port Harcourt Local Government Area. 

Similarly, the result also shows that the correlation between the contributions 

of misuse of technology and teachers imparting values on senior secondary 

students is statistically significant at 0.05 level. This means that as teachers 

consistently or continuously adopt misuse of technology as schooling 

requirements, senior secondary students would be imparted the values that 

facilitate their learning in senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Local 

Government Area, Rivers State. This finding is in agreement with previous 

finding by Moreau et al. (2013) that educational leadership by teachers is 

instructive in helping students overcome actions that can regard their 

development in secondary schools. 

 

Discussion of Findings 

The result in Table 1 revealed that morality (with a Pearson Correlating 

Coefficient (r) of 0.071) statistically and significantly to a high extent affected 

teachers imparting values on senior secondary students in Port Harcourt Local 

Government Area, Rivers State. This finding aligns with the position of Nwogu 

(2013) that certain practices, activities and conducts of teachers could enhance 

schooling success and national development. 
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The result in Table 2 revealed that tribalism (with a Pearson Correlating 

Coefficient (r) of 0.085) statistically and significantly to a high extent affected 

teachers imparting values on senior secondary students in Port Harcourt Local 

Government Area, Rivers State. This finding is consistent with the views of 

Ezema and Ezema (2012) that teachers as professionals needs to exhibit high 

standards devoid of ethnicity, nepotism, tribalism and gender bias that could 

impede students school interest and educational development. 

The result in Table 3 revealed that examination malpractice (with a Pearson 

Correlating Coefficient (r) of 0.068) statistically and significantly to a high 

extent affected teachers imparting values on senior secondary students in Port 

Harcourt Local Government Area, Rivers State. This finding is in agreement 

with previous finding of Edem cited in George and Ukpong (2013) that certain 

practices like examination malpractice (in the form of copying, storing of 

information in GSM phones, or going with any form of prepared materials 

(microchips) into examination hall) engaged by students just to pass 

examination can affect their learning and educational development in secondary 

schools. This Ohakamike and Agwu (2016) stated would lead to Neurotic 

delinquency wherein certain students would advance to symbolic stealing, 

which would warrant proper guidance and counselling services which usually 

help students to overcome the growing problems and effects of examination 

malpractice even beyond secondary schools. 

The result in Table 4 revealed that misuse of technology (with a Pearson 

Correlating Coefficient (r) of 0.082) statistically and significantly to a high 

extent affected teachers imparting values on senior secondary students in Port 

Harcourt Local Government Area, Rivers State. This finding is in agreement 

with previous finding by Moreau et al. (2013) that educational leadership by 

teachers is instructive in helping students overcome actions that can regard their 

development in secondary schools. This George and Ukpong (2013) attributed 

that despite the significance of technology in solving today’s invention or 

discovery inroads on the development of aircrafts, cars, trains, ships etc. to ease 

transportation difficulties, advancing Hi-tech businesses, and quick access to 

unlimited and global communication etc., the issue of wrong use of phone to 

perpetuate all forms of examination malpractice is impacts negatively on the 

life of students more than the supposed gains or benefits from technology. 
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Conclusion 

The study concluded that morality, tribalism, examination malpractice, and 

misuse of technology were social challenges that affected teachers imparting 

values on senior secondary school students in Port Harcourt Local Government 

Area, Rivers State. 

 

Recommendations 

1. Teachers need to possess and exhibit high moral standards that would 

enable them mentor and instill values for students effectively 

participating and profiting from schooling process. 

2. Teachers should eschew all forms of tribalism and other nepotistic acts 

that would impede their ability to overcome inhibiting traits that could 

affect students school learning. 

3. Teachers need to help students desist from engaging in examination 

malpractice which could affect students self-confidence and intellect in 

taking charge of their learning. 

4. Senior secondary school teachers should regulate students use of phone 

in order to avoid wrong usage in cheating during examinations.  
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