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ABSTRACT  

his paper examines the use of the 

Internet in the teaching and 

learning of English Language in a 

Nigerian socio-cultural context through 

Herring’s (2001) Internet usage in language 

pedagogy. The population of the study 

consists of SSCE students in Ibarapa East 

Local Government Area, Oyo State while the 

sampled data used for the study consists of 

one hundred randomly selected students in 

five purposively sampled secondary schools 

in Ibarapa East Government Area.  Stratified 

random sampling technique was used in 

selecting our respondents.  Method of 

gathering was the use of questionnaire 

while method of data analysis was the use of 

simple percentage statistical tool.  Our 

findings revealed that many of our 

respondents believed that Internet facility if 

properly used, could help improve the fall in 

students’ performances in SSCE English in 

Nigeria.  Also, many of the respondents 

equally believed that the use of Internet for 

English language pedagogy is faced with the 

problem of epileptic power supply, lack of 

conducive environment and lack of digital 

tools to teach English Language.  It was 
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Introduction: 
Background to the Study 

English is a global language. It 

is a language used in more than 

63 countries in the world 

(Awonusi, 2004:7; Graddol, 

1998) in which Nigeria tops 

the list of the ESL users.  

Besides, Nigeria English is a 

tongue spoken in Botswana, 

Zimbabwe, Ghana, Lesotho, 

South-Africa, Egypt, Eritrea, 

Argentina, Brazil,  Trinidad and 

Tobago, Cuba, Tanzania, 

Zambia, Sierra-Leone, Liberia, 

Sudan, Kenya, etc. (Adegbite, 

2020). In a Nigerian socio-

cultural context, English 

performs the diagnostic 

functions as the language of 

education as well as the lingua 

franca used for politics and 

administration.  Besides, it is 

the language of foreign 

diplomacy, commerce, science 

and technology as well as the 

language of the internet. The 

use of internet in the teaching  
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recommended that government should equip schools in Oyo State with Internet 

facilities for the pedagogy of English language in not only Ibarapa East 

Secondary schools, but throughout Oyo State. 

 

Keywords: Internet, English Language Pedagogy, Ibarapa East Secondary 

Schools, Computer-Assisted Learning (CAL), Students’ Performance 

 

nd learning of the English language in Nigeria is a novel idea  in 

language pedagogy in the country. The internet facilities and packages 

are used in the teaching and learning of English in the ESL context in 

countries like China, the US, South Africa, Botswana as well as in Nigeria. 

The Internet is a modern digital, computerized gadget used in the different 

spheres of life. It is a new technology used not only in preserving the security of 

the nation; it is equally used in advancing the science and technological 

development of any nation.  The Internet provides the different language 

packages which facilitates the teaching and learning of modern language like 

German, Italian, Chinese and the English language (Graddol, 1998).  

There are several possible reasons for using the Internet in language teaching, 

one rationale is found in the belief that the linguistic nature of Online 

communication is desirable for promoting language learning. It has been found 

for example that electronic discourse tends to be more lexical and syntactically 

moiré complex than oral discourse.   

Another possible reason for using the Internet is that it creates optimal 

conditions for learning to write. Since it provides an authentic audience core 

written communications.  A third possible reason is that it can increase 

students’ motivation.  Yet, another possible reason is the belief that learning 

computer skills is essential to students future success; this reason suggests that 

it is not only a matter of using the Internet to learn English but also of learning 

English to be able to function well on the Internet. 

None of these reasons is more or less legitimate than any of the other.  However, 

since there are so many ways to integrate the internet into classroom 

instructions, it is important for teachers to clarify his or her goals.  If, for 

example one of the teachers goals is to teach students new computer skills, the 

teacher may want to choose Internet applications which will be most useful to 

them outside the classroom, with activities structured so that students steadily 

gain mastery of more skills. If the immediate goal is to create a certain kind of 

a 
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linguistic environment for students, once again, the teacher should consider 

what type of language experience would be beneficial and structure computer 

activities accordingly.  If the goal is to teach writing, Internet activities should 

be structured so that the steady brings about an increase in the type of writing 

processes and relationship essential to becoming a better writer. 

Most English teachers, even those who consider themselves computer novices, 

have several relative advantages when learning to use the Internet.  They are in 

most cases skilled at English, experience at typing or keyboarding and have 

some basic computer literacy (i.e they probably have at least used a computer 

for word processing). 

English as second language (ESL) students on the other hand at least in some 

cases may lack these basic prerequisites.  Being mindful of the complexities 

which can arise in the Internet usage, teachers need to provide support 

sufficient to prevent students from being overwhelmed by difficulties 

(Adegbite, 2020). 

 

Statement of the Problem 

WAEC Examiners’ 2018 report stated that more than 60% of the students failed 

the English language.  The students’ performance in the English language in 

Nigeria as a whole and Ibarapa Local government area in the specific is 

continually dwindling.  These poor students performances on the English 

language has become a great problem for Nigerian government. Besides, 

the Internet which is a modern automated tool in the English language 

pedagogy is not properly used by Nigerian secondary school teachers and 

students in Oyo State and Ibarapa East secondary schools.  Many secondary 

school learners in this zone use the Internet for internet crimes instead of using 

it for learning.  This paper therefore examines the use of the Internet in the 

teaching and learning of the English language in Ibarapa East Local Government 

in order to proffer solutions to these problems. 

 

Research Questions 

This study provides solutions to these questions. 

(i) Is there any significant relationship between the Internet and English 

language teaching? 

(ii) Is there any relationship between students’ involvement in Internet 

usages and their performances in Ibarapa East secondary schools? 
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(iii) What are the impacts of teachers towards the usage of the Internet in 

the teaching of English language in Ibarapa zone? 

(iv) Does government encourage the usage of the Internet in the teaching 

of English language?. 

 

Significance of the Study 

This research work is significant at: 

(i) revealing the influence of the Internet on the teaching and learning 

of English language in Ibarapa East Local Government,  . 

(ii) exposing the teacher’s effectiveness towards the usage of Internet in 

teaching English language in Ibarapa East LG, 

(iii) helping in throwing light on the roles of Ministry of Education 

towards the development of Internet usage in the teaching of English 

language, and 

(iv) helping students to be aware of the importance and role of Internet 

in the nation’s development.. 

 

Scope of the Study 

The study is limited to Ibarapa East Local Government.  The study involves eight 

selected secondary schools in the area.  The study includes male and female 

students and their teachers.  The study focuses on the use of the Internet on the 

teaching and learning of English language.  The schools used for the study are: 

1. Goodness and Mercy, College, Lanlate, 

2. Lanlate High School, Lanlate 

3. Onitabo High School, Itabo, Lanlate 

4. Baptist Grammar School, Orita Eruwa 

5. Ifelodun Grammar School, Eruwa 

6. Obaseeku Grammar School, Eruwa 

7. Baptist Model College, Eruwa 

8. Muslim High School, Eruwa. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

The theoretical framework of this study is Herring’s (2001) Use of the Internet 

in the English language pedagogy. Internet for English teaching represents an 

important contribution to the field in terms of advancing the integration of 

Internet technologies in language courses and in terms of promoting 
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communicative approaches that are made more fully operational through the 

use of collaborative technologist. As a result the instructors with little or no 

experience with instructional uses of the Internet will benefit most from this 

work.  Internet in English teaching, provides a practical survey for the use of the 

ESL/EFL instructors and researchers. (Graddol, 1998, Herring, 2001 & 

Molchanova 2015). The survey begins with information that is considered 

essential to anyone using the Internet, starting with how to access the Internet 

and obtain an e-mail address.  Use of Internet for English  teaching deals with 

how the digital tool is used by L2 teachers to teach  English through 

teleconferencing, virtual language learning, collaborative language teaching, 

among others. The Internet has become the modern digital tool used in the 

English language pedagogy.  Digital gadgets like the computer, Ipad, cell-phone, 

projectors and so on are modern automated tools used in Internet language 

pedagogy (ILAP) (Taiwo, 2013). 

In Nigerian school curriculum, the Internet language Teaching (ILAT) has been 

encouraged in the teaching and learning of the English language (Aremu, 2014).  

The Internet is useful in teaching large class of students. This method of using 

the Internet in teaching the English langue is called ‘Computer mediated 

language teaching’ introduced by Sussaine Herring in 2001. (Herring, 2001). 

This approach is the use of the cyberspace interaction or virtual discourse in 

the teaching and learning of the English language.  The method has become 

commonly used in Southwestern part of Nigeria as a result of the scourge of 

COVID-19 pandemic.  Teachers often give assignments online on the English 

language. In order to teach the phonological semantic and other skills of the 

English language. 

It can be discovered that the use of Internet in language pedagogy is bedeviled 

with legions of problems like: (i) lack of power supply (ii) insufficient digital 

tools, (iii) lack  of good language materials,. (iv) insufficient personnel that are 

ICT literates, many  teachers of the English language in Nigeria are ICT (or 

Internet) illiterates.  This has caused great problems for teachers in using the 

Internet for the teaching and learning of the English language in Nigeria (Taiwo, 

2013). 

The Internet can be used in teaching the English language through the use of 

digital platforms like ‘Zoom’, Instagram’ and ‘WhatsApp’.  The use of Internet in 

langue learning can be ‘;synchronous’ or ‘asynchronous (Champ, 1998). 

Synchronous language teaching can take place through ‘Instagram’ where the 
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teachers and learners can interact through virtual discourse.  Asynchronous 

Internet language learning can take place through cell phones, discussion 

boards and Ipads. This occurs when the teacher will send the message to the 

group platform  of the learners for them to read.  The individual second 

language learners of English can also be informed to form personal blogs to be 

able to increase their writing skills on the English language.  When this is done, 

the communicative competence of L2 learners of English will be developed 

through Internet language learning (Taiwo, 2013,   Aremu, 2019). 

 

Research Methodology 

The methodology of the study was based on the use of the theoretical 

framework of Herring’s (2001) Internet in language pedagogy. One hundred 

and eighty-four (184) questionnaires were administered to 160 students-

respondents and 24 teachers-respondents in 8 purposely sampled secondary 

schools in Ibarapa East Local Government of Oyo State.  This work is a survey 

study.  The items in the questionnaires were based on influence of the Internet 

on the teaching and learning of English language in selected secondary schools 

in Ibarapa East Local Government Area of Oyo State. Eight schools were 

randomly selected for the study which includes three privately owned school 

and five public schools.  Survey method was chosen because it helps to 

interpret, analyze, examine and describes the variables that exists in the study.  

The population for this research work comprises 8 secondary schools in 

Ibarapa East Local Government Area of Oyo State which includes the following 

three private secondary schools and five public schools: 

1. Lanlate High School, Lanlate 

2. Goodness and Mercy College, Lanlate 

3. Obaseeku Grammar School, Eruwa 

4. Muslim High School, Eruwa 

5. Baptist Grammar School, Orita-Eruwa 

6. Baptist Model College, Eruwa 

7. Ifelodun Comprehensive High School, Eruwa and 

8. Onitabo High School, Itabo, Lanlate. 

 

The study was carried out in just five schools so as to be able to do a full-blown 

research in them. Simple random sample and sampling techniques were used 

to select twenty respondents from each of the schools.  For the purpose of this 
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research work, questionnaires were used in data collection the questions were 

open-ended types and each has its responses as YES or NO.   The questionnaire 

form consists of two sections, Sections A and B.  Section A deals with personal 

data while Section B deals with information on the hypothesis. 

For the purpose of reliability, the test, pre-test techniques were used to re-

confirm the reliability of the instruments.  Permission was sought and obtained 

from the principals of the schools randomly selected for this study before the 

study.  The questionnaires were distributed.  Before distributing the 

questionnaires, necessary instructions on how to respond to the questionnaires 

were given.  The questionnaires were distributed to the respondents by the 

researcher and later collected back on the same spot. 

The collected data were coded, analyzed and interpreted using frequency 

means and simple percentage statistical tool. 

 

Data Analysis 

The analysis of questionnaires administered to 160 (One hundred and sixty) 

students and 24 (twenty-four) teachers reflected the findings in ‘fig 1’ and ‘fig 

2’. 

Fig 1: Analysis of teachers respondents to the influence at Internet to English 

language teaching in Ibarapa East Local Government Secondary schools. 

S/N Variables No. of 

‘Yes’ 

% of ‘Yes’ No. of ‘No’ % of ‘No’ 

1 You are familiar 

with the use of 

Internet in English 

language teaching 

and learning? 

70 43.75 90 56.25 

2 Do your teachers 

often use Internet 

to teach you 

English language? 

75 46.88 85 53.12 

3 Do you often use 

your Ipad or cell 

phone to receive 

lectures in the 

English language? 

68 42.5 92 57.5 
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4 Does your school 

have ICT or 

Internet facilities 

to teach English 

language? 

80 50 80 50 

5 Do you think that 

Internet or ICT is 

useful for English 

langue pedagogy? 

108 67.5 52 32.5 

6 Have you been 

introduced to 

virtual learning or 

Internet learning 

of the English 

language? 

75 46.88 85 53.12 

7 Does your school 

have electricity 

power to use 

Internet facility 

for English 

language 

pedagogy? 

90 56.25 70 43.75 

8 Are your English 

language teachers 

computer-

literates to be able 

to use Internet for 

virtual English  

language 

teaching? 

120 75 40 25 

9 Do your teachers 

often give you 

take-home 

assignments to do 

on the English 

70 43.75 90 56.25 
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language during 

the holidays? 

10 Were you given 

any virtual lecture 

on the English 

language during 

this long holiday? 

60 37.5 100 62.5 

11 Do you believe 

that the Internet 

facilities are to be 

supplied for use in 

English language 

pedagogy in Oyo 

State schools? 

140 87.5 20 12.5 

12 Internet has no 

relevance to the 

English langue 

pedagogy 

20 12.5 140 87.5 

Source: Field Work 2019 

 

Fig 2: Analysis of teachers’ responses to questionnaires on use of Internet in 

English language pedagogy in Ibarapa East Local Government Area of Oyo State. 

S/N Variables No. of 

‘Yes’ 

% of ‘Yes’ No. of ‘No’ % of ‘No’ 

1 Is there any 

relationship 

between the 

Internet and 

English language 

teaching? 

20 83.33 04 16.67 

2 Does Internet 

give more insight 

to the English 

language 

pedagogy? 

20 83.33 04 16.67 
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3 Do you believe 

that the Internet 

has no relevance 

to English 

language 

teaching? 

04 16.67 20 83.33 

4 Do you normally 

use Internet to 

teach your 

students the 

English 

language? 

10 41.67 14 58.33 

5 Does your school 

have internet 

facilities to teach 

English 

language? 

12 50 12 50 

6 Does your school 

have power 

supply to use 

Internet 

facilities? 

14 58.33 10 41.67 

7 Do you often face 

problems in 

using the 

Internet to teach 

the English 

language in your 

school? 

18 75 06 25 

8 Do your students 

participate 

effectively well 

when you use the 

Internet to teach 

them? 

10 41.67 14 58.33 
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9 Is your school a 

private school or 

a public one? 

09 37.5 15 62.5 

10 Do you often 

have problems of 

epileptic or no 

power supply to 

use Internet to 

teach the English 

language in your 

school? 

10 41.67 14 58.33 

Source: Field Work 2019 

 

Discussion of Findings 

The findings revealed that only students from private schools who represented 

60 (37.5%) out of 160 students respondents and few (20/12.5%) from the 

public schools in Ibarapa East Local Government Area of Oyo State were 

familiar with the use of the Internet for English langue teaching and learning. 

Some (70/43.75%) students stated that their teachers often give them take 

home assignments on the skills of the English language through the Internet.  

Many students’ respondents (87.5%) believe that the Internet facilities are to 

be supplied for the teaching and learning of the English language in Oyo State 

Secondary schools. 

Also, many teachers-respondents’ (58.33%) believed that students in Ibarapa 

East Local Government don’t perform effectively with the use of the Internet for 

English  language pedagogy because of the insufficient supply of  the Internet 

facilities in Oyo State  secondary schools as a whole and Ibarapa East Local 

Government  schools in particular.  Besides, the foregoing, many (56.25%) 

student-respondents were of the opinion that secondary schools in Ibarapa East 

Local Government Area suffers from lack of power  supply to use the Internet 

for English language pedagogy. 

As a result, Oyo State Government needs to assist the schools in Oyo State by 

providing the Internet facilities for them for the English language pedagogy. 

Coupled with these, the parents in Ibarapa East Local Government Secondary 

schools must also assist by providing the necessary power generators for 

secondary schools in their neighborhood for English language pedagogy. When 
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this is done, it will facilitate the use of Internet in the learning of English 

language in Ibarapa secondary schools. 

 

Summary 

This paper examines the influence of the Internet on the teaching and learning 

of English language in selected secondary schools in Ibarapa East Local 

Government Area.  In carrying out this research work, efforts were made to 

examine the importance of the Internet in language teaching and in particular, 

Internet for English teaching and learning. The paper equally expores ways of 

integrating the Internet into classroom instruction and the contributions of 

Internet for English teaching which include a great many helpful tips with a 

modest help of pedagogical theory and research were also investigated. 

For students’ questionnaires, one hundred and sixty (160) were randomly 

selected cutting across the eight schools under study while twenty four teachers 

were involved in administering the teachers’ questionnaire cutting across the 

eight schools.  The main method adopted for this study is questionnaire. The 

questionnaires were in two forms, students’ questionnaire and teachers’ 

questionnaire which consists of fifteen items each well structured to elicit 

appropriate responses.  In analyzing the data collected for this study, the 

researcher decided to adopt simple percentage method of data analysis. 

 

Conclusion 

Based on these research findings, the following conclusion was drawn.  Many 

English teachers recognize the potential of the Internet for near and far distant 

communication. Also, English teachers need to realize that the Internet can be 

of great benefit not only for long distance exchange, but also for linking students 

in a single classroom.  English language need to teachers motivate the school 

authorities to install an Internet connected computer classes in the schools. 

The researcher has also discovered that the teachers are familiar with the 

Internet and its uses in English langue teaching while many students are yet to 

be familiar with learning English language through the Internet.  Only the 60 

students in the three private schools and few (10) from public schools were 

familiar with the use of Internet. 

Finally, the result of these findings indicates that majority of the teachers, 

despite the complexity of Internet for English teaching and learning, stated that 

they prefer teaching English language through the Internet. 
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Recommendations 

1. As it has been discovered that Internet motivates students to learn 

English language, Oyo State Government and the school authorities 

should incorporate teaching and learning of English language with the 

Internet for the benefit of all secondary schools. 

2. Students should be encouraged to always go to the Internet to get 

relevant materials in English language pedagogy. 

3. Students should be given access to Internet connected class to learn 

English language in Oyo State Secondary Schools. 

4. Students should be informed by their teachers of any new development 

on Internet and its use for English language teaching. 

5. Students should be given group works and assignments in English 

language skills through the use of the Internet. 

6. Time allocation in the time table should be sufficient for an effective 

teaching and learning of English through the Internet. 

7. Government should make sure that teachers of English language who 

teaches through the Internet are specialist for effectiveness and better 

performance.  They should however be given more opportunities for on-

the-job Internet training. 
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