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ABSTRACT  

his paper aims at examining on 
certain extent of some agencies and 
their roles in combating piracy and 

counterfeiting, and other intellectual 
property rights infringements. The list is not 
exhaustive for space and purpose 
constrained. However, the researcher will 
adopt a descriptive method to actualize the 
objective of this paper. The paper would be 
concluded with ameliorate 
recommendations on the the role of law 
enforcement agencies in combating piracy; 
and counterfeiting; and other intellectual 
property infringements and suggest more 
research work needs to be carried out on 
the topic for further development of 
knowledge. 
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Introduction: 
Intellectual property piracy 

and counterfeit in products 

and goods are growing at a 

sophisticated level. According 

to Adediji “Different creations 

of the human mind have 

dominantly contributed in one 

way or the other to the 

industrial, scientific, 

commercial, technological, 

educational and economic 

growth of the contemporary 

human society. Once there is 

interest and concern over a 

particular area of human 

activities, the law follows and 

the law that follows in this area 

is called intellectual property 

law.” 

Combating piracy, 

counterfeiting and other 

intellectual property 

infringements has become 
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global congress on combating counterfeiting and piracy “which took place 

between the 24th to 26th April, 2013 in Istanbul Turkey. 

The event attracted over 1,000 participants from Government Ministries, policy 

makers, business leaders, senior civil servants and law enforcement officers, as 

well as judges and lawyers, consumer groups and members of academia 

including senior security and anti counterfeiting decision makers. “Evolving 

challenges innovative responses” as a theme was addressed in a number of 

sessions covering a variety of issues that impact on the fight against 

counterfeiting and piracy with and efforts to promote respect for intellectual 

property (IP)1  

Piracy and counterfeiting describe the sale of copies of products without the 

permission of the owner of the rights to those products.2 Piracy usually refers 

to the sale of unauthorized product without necessarily claiming that it is an 

unauthorized product.3 

Piracy is an infringement of copyright trade mark or other intellectual property 

rights.4 

Counterfeit means to imitate something counterfeit products are fake replicas 

of the real products.5 Counterfeit products are often produced with intent to 

take advantage of the superior value of the imitated product.6 

Counterfeiting is no longer limited to the knocks offs of high end designer, 

handbags sold on city street corners but instead has evolved into a 

sophisticated black market industry involving the manufacture and sale of 

counterfeit versions of an unimaginable number of products.7 

This work makes an attempt to examine the role of law enforcement agencies 

in combating piracy, counterfeiting and other intellectual property 

infringements, attempt will also be made to look at their challenges, successes 

and achievements, observation and recommendation on how best the agencies 

should work to stem the dreaded menace of counterfeiting and piracy. 

 

 
1  Ibid p.2 
2 Waziri K.M. (2011) intellectual property piracy and counterfeiting in Nigeria; The impending  
economic and social conundrum 
3 ibid 
4  Martin E.A. , Jonathan law (2006) oxford dictionary of law 6th Edition, oxford university press. 
5 www.wikipedia .org  
6 ibid 
7 www.globalipcenter.com 
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AGENCIES INVOLVED IN COMBATING PIRACY AND COUNTERFEITING 

No doubt counterfeiting and piracy are vices condemned by all nations’ 

religions cultures and societies. Hence, measures were taking the world over to 

overcome the ugly development. Laws were enacted and agencies were 

established for the purposed of enforcing the said laws. 

Some of the world agencies established for the purpose of combating piracy and 

counterfeiting includes: 

1. World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 

2. International criminal Police (Interpol) 

3. World Customs Organizations (WCO) 

4. Business Action to stop counterfeiting and piracy (BASCAP) 

5. International trademark association (INTA) 

 

Among others 

THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION (WIPO) is one of the 

17 specialized agencies of the United Nations. It was created in 1967 to 

encourage creative activity, to promote the protection of intellectual property 

throughout the world. WIPO currently has 186 member states including Nigeria 

and is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland WIPO was formally created by the 

convention establishing the world intellectual property organization, which 

entered into for on April 26, 1970.8 

Under article 3 of this convention WIPO seeks to “promote the protection of 

intellectual property throughout the world WIPO became a specialized agency 

of the UN in 1974.9 

The Anti counterfeiting/piracy unit of WIPO carries out an outreach campaigns, 

target a wide range of audiences that discourage young people from 

downloading music illegally to those that help teach law enforcement officers 

how to differentiate between an original and a counterfeit product. The music, 

software and movies industries lead vigorous efforts through awareness 

campaign.10 

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL POLICE (INTERPOL) is the world largest 

international police organization with 190 member nations. The role of Interpol 

 
8 www.wikipedia.org 
9 ibid 
10 ibid 
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is to enable police around the world to work together to make the world a safe 

place. 11 

According to Interpol Secretary Ronald K. Noble neither innocent citizens nor 

Interpol members’ countries have the luxury to wait for the global economy to 

turn around and until more government funds can be found to fight illicit trade 

through private public partnerships. Interpol has been able to generate revenue 

while maintaining our independence to dismantle organized crime groups that 

counterfeit and smuggle products.12 The high tech infrastructure of technical 

and operational support helps meet the growing challenges of fighting crime in 

the 21st century.  

Interpol has teams specialized in counterfeiting who monitor international 

developments in this filed and facilitate international action against 

counterfeiting and piracy. The main responsibility for the industry, according 

to Interpol is to ensure that all criminal cases are reported to the appropriate 

law enforcement agency and that complaints are duly filed  13 Interpol 

acknowledges that many officers in member states still consider counterfeiting 

to be a normal economic activity and that there are significant problems in 

connection with certain countries but a sufficiently high level of complaints 

filed is necessary in order to obtain a mandate to act.14  

Cooperation between private industry and enforcements agencies needs to be 

reinforced police and customs officers lacks sufficient expertise to be able to 

identify goods that infringe a company’s intellectual property rights. Infringers 

employs various modus operandi and are very innovative both parties – 

business and officials have now realized that the internationalization of fraud, 

its growth in magnitude and the sophistication of infringers, renders it 

impossible for any company to successfully address the problem in isolation. 

 

WORLD CUSTOMS ORGANIZATION (WCO) 

The history of the WCO begins in 1947 when the thirteen European 

governments represented in the committee for European economic co-

operation agreed to set up a study group. This group examined the possibility 

 
11 www.interpol.int/en 
12 Ibid p. 7 
13  (1998) OECD “The economic impact of counterfeiting 
14  ibid 

http://www.berkeleypublications.com/


09.30.2020  Pg.341  
   
         Vol. 13, No. 2 
 
 

BERKELEY RESEARCH & PUBLICATIONS INTERNATIONAL  
Bayero University, Kano, PMB 3011, Kano State, Nigeria. +234 (0) 802 881 6063,  
Website: www.berkeleypublications.com  

 
ISSN: 1334-4977 

International Journal of African Sustainable Development 

of establishing one or more inter European customs union based on the 

principles of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).15 

Among the numerous group established by WCO is the Counterfeiting and 

Piracy (CAP) group established in 2009 the group constitutes a dialogue 

mechanism on boarder measures on trademark, counterfeiting and copyright 

piracy. In its discussions, the group will respect the national legal regimes of 

members as well as their respective level of commitments in international 

agreements, such as TRIPS to which members are party and shall not engage in 

norm setting nor seek to make recommendations or adapt particular measures 

within the framework of its mandate, the purpose and scope of the group are 

limited to an exchange and discussion of views, experiences, practices and 

initiatives of customs administrations and discussions on WCO capacity 

building activities for members requesting assistance.16 

The TRIPS council has encouraged the interest and activities of the World 

Customs Organization (WCO) with regard to the enforcement of international 

Property Right (IPR) in 1995, the WCO adopted model legislation which 

countries could use for preparing national legislation with regard to fighting 

counterfeiting and piracy. 

The model contains provision regarding relations between customs authorities, 

right holders, importers and exporters and the procedures for disposal of 

counterfeit trademark or pirated goods. It provides a means by which right 

holders can ask customs to suspend the clearance of goods suspected of being 

counterfeit or pirated. It also states when customs can take ex-officio action in 

cases of suspected goods.17 

Nevertheless, the WCO states explicitly that the trademark and copyright 

holders have the prime responsibility for taking measures to protect their 

rights. The model recognizes that the role of custom is to assist in the 

enforcement of intellectual property rights which are reasonable. The WCO is 

formalizing customs/business co-operation with Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) on international as well as on national levels. On the 

International level, the WCO has concluded IPR MOUs with organizations such 

 
15 www.wcoomd.org/en 
16 Ms Vithlani Hema (1998) ICC counterfeiting intelligence Bureau, for the industry division of the 
OECD’s Directorate       for science, Technology and industry. 
17 Ibid p.10 
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as ICC commercial crime services and the international umbrella organization 

of national mechanical copyright societies (BEIM).18 

 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE MARK ASSOCIATION (INTA) 

Is a global association of trademark owners and professionals dedicated to 

supporting trademarks and related intellectual property in order to protect 

consumers and to promote fair and effective commerce.19 

The association was founded in 1878 by 17 merchants and manufacturers who 

saw a need for an organization “to protect and promote the rights of trademark 

owners to secure useful legislation and to give aid and encouragement to all 

efforts for the advancement and observance of trademark rights. 

As a leading advocate for the interest of brand owners, INTA works to foster 

effective trademarks laws and policies worldwide and harmonize their 

implementation. INTA carries out its policy and advocacy work through model 

laws and guidelines, Board of Directors’ resolutions, Amicus briefs, testimony, 

submissions and reports20. 

 

BUSINESS ACTION TO STOP COUNTERFEITING AND PIRACY (BASCAP) 

In 2004 International Chambers of Commerce (ICC) launched the BASCAP to 

combat product counterfeiting and copyright piracy worldwide and protects 

intellectual property.21 It has successfully connect and mobilize businesses 

across industries, sectors and national boarders in the fight against 

counterfeiting and piracy, it has also paid resources and expertise creating 

greater critical mass than any single company or sector could do alone.22 

Amplify the voice and views of business to governments, public and media 

increasing both awareness and understanding of counterfeiting and piracy 

activities and the associated economic and social harm. Also to compel 

government action and the allocation of resources towards strengthened 

intellectual property rights enforcement and to create a culture change to 

ensure intellectual property is respected and protected23. 

 
18 ibid 
19 www.inta.org 
20 Ibid p. 10 
21 www.iccwbo.org. 
22 ibid 
23 ibid 
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BASCAP serves as a leading voice for business in pressing for stronger IP 

enforcement on a global scale in several policy areas. Its initiative connects all 

business sectors and cut across national borders in the fight against 

counterfeiting and piracy. This global approach is designed to support 

individual company and organizational efforts and amplify business messages 

with national governments and inter governmental organizations.24 

However, at the national level several organizations and agencies were equally 

established for the enforcement of intellectual property rights and combating 

piracy and counterfeiting in the country.  

Some of these agencies are: 

i. Nigerian Copyright Commission (NCC) 

ii. Nigerian Customs service (NCS) 

iii. Standard Organization of Nigeria (SON) 

iv. National Agency for Food Drugs Administration and Control (NAFDAC) 

v. Consumer Protection Council (CPC) 

vi. The Nigerian Police Force (NPF)  

vii. Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 

 

THE NIGERIAN COPYRIGHT COMMISSION (NCC) 

The Nigerian copyright commission was established by section 34 of Copyright 

Act.25 The commission is a body corporate with perpetual succession and a 

common seal and may sue and be sued in its corporate name.  

The commission is further tasked with the responsibility of all matters affecting 

copyright in Nigeria; to monitor and supervise Nigeria’s position in relation to 

international conventions and advice government therein, advice and regulates 

conditions for the conclusion of bilateral and multilateral agreements between 

Nigeria and any other country. It also has the mandate to enlighten and inform 

the public on matters relating to copyright and maintaining an effective data 

bank on authors and their works. Among others.26 

According to section 1 of the Act27 the following works are eligible for copyright: 

1. Literacy works 

2. Musical works 

 
24 ibid 
25 Cap C28 Laws of Federation of Nigeria, 2004 
26 Section 34 (4) Copyright Act  Cap C28 Laws of Federation of Nigeria, 2004   
27 ibid,  
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3. Artistic works  

4. Cinematograph films 

5. Sound recordings aid 

6. Broadcasts 

 

By section 15 of the Act,28 a copyright is infringed by any person who without 

the license or authorization of the owner of the copyright does or causes any 

other person to do an act the doing of which is controlled by copyright. Import 

or causes to be imported into Nigeria any copy of a work which if it had been 

made in Nigeria would be an infringing copy under this section of this Act. 

However, section 2029  makes it a criminal offence for any person to make or 

causes to be made for sale, here or for the purposes of trade or business any 

infringing copy of a work in which copyright substitute or imports or causes to 

be imported into Nigeria a copy of any work which if it had been made in Nigeria 

would be an infringing copy or makes or causes to be made or has in his 

possession any phase, master tape, machine, equipment or contrivance for the 

purposes of making any infringing copy of any such work.30 

The section further provides a punishment on conviction to a fine of an amount 

not exceeding N1, 000 for every copy dealt with in contravention of this section 

or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding five years or to both such fine and 

imprisonment. 

Also section 21 of Act31 empowers the commission to have power with the 

consent of the Minister to prescribed any design, label mark, Impression or any 

other anti piracy device for use on, in or in connection with any work in which 

copyright subsists. Punishment of N500,000 or imprisonment for a term not 

exceeding five years or both were provided for any person who possesses or 

imports any anti piracy device prescribed under the section32. 

Section 38 of the Act33 empowers the commission to appoint copyright 

inspectors who should have powers to enter, inspect and examine at any 

reasonable time any building or premises which he reasonably suspects is being 

used for any activity which is an infringement of copyright under this act; arrest 

 
28 ibid 
29 ibid 
30 ibid 
31 ibid 
32 ibid 
33 ibid 
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any person who is reasonably believes to have committed an offence under this 

act34. 

The Act gave a copyright inspector all the powers and privileges of a police 

officer as defined under the Police Act and under any other relevant enactment 

pertaining to the investigation, prosecution or defence of a civil or criminal 

matter under this Act.35 

It is on the strength of the foregoing provisions that the Nigeria Copyright 

Commission in collaboration with Nigeria Customs Services (NCS) intercepted 

inspected and seized a shipping container containing pirated inspirational and 

educational books. The container was confiscated after operatives of the NCC in 

collaboration with officers drawn from other sister agencies such as Nigeria 

Custom Services, State security Services, NDLEA and the Police carried our 

examination of the container.36 After all necessary investigations, it was 

discovered that the shipping container contains numerous copies of pirated 

Christian inspirational books and dictionaries37. The container contained a total 

number of 40,080 copies of pirated books and the estimated market value of the 

seizure is about N20, 040,000.38  

The seizure took place on the 18/12/2013 and the operatives are marking 

concerted effort to unmask the identity of the importer for possible prosecution 

in line with copyright act.39 

It is to be noted that the copyright commission has on several occasions either 

alone or in collaboration with other security agencies being carrying out such 

seizure of pirated goods with prosecution of the offenders. According to the 

commission’s website40 the commission has between July 2011 – October, 2013 

secured about forty two convictions in various courts across the nation. It has 

also undertook several awareness campaign on the ills of piracy and zero 

tolerance policy on piracy to Alaba Market in Lagos which is considered to be 

notorious for piracy in Nigeria. One of such visits was the one of the 26/6/2012 

in which the Head, Public Affairs Department of NCC Sir Charles Oli Saeloka, Obi 

admonished the traders to avoid piracy to stop buying, producing and 

 
34 ibid 
35 ibid 
36 www.copyright.gov.ng 
37 ibid 
38 ibid 
39 ibid 
40 ibid 
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marketing pirated goods because everywhere around the world, Alaba has been 

known to be notorious. Moreover, to further stem the menace of piracy the 

commission has introduce regulatory, schemes such as copyright notification 

scheme, video rental scheme, optical disc plants regulation among others.41 

The copyright notification scheme is designed by the commission to enable 

creators of copyright works, informs the commission of the creation and 

existence of their works and or transfer of rights in respect thereof. This is in 

line with the commission’s mandate to maintain a database of all works. The 

essence of the scheme is to provide prima facie evidence of the existence of their 

works and facilitate the establishment of a data bank of authors and their works. 

It also enhances right management information.42 

However, the video rental scheme is designed to create a frame work for 

legitimate conduct of video rental business and the return of investment to right 

owners of films.43 The scheme seeks to accredit monitor and supervise video 

rental outlets to ensure that they operate within the framework of the law and 

also enable film producers’ benefit from commercial exploitation of their 

films44. 

The optical disc regulation was introduced in 2007 to bring the activities of 

optical disc plants under a strong regulatory regime thereby addressing the 

problem of optical disc piracy from distributions/sales to the point of 

production. Basically, the scheme requires every optical, disc manufacturing, 

plant and importer in Nigeria to register with the commission; it also makes it 

mandatory for the plants to maintain specified record of all their activities.45 

 

NATIONAL AGENCY FOR FOOD DRUGS ADMINISTRATION AND CONTROL 

(NAFDAC) 

The organization was formed to checkmate illicit and counterfeit drugs and 

other related product in 1993 under Nigeria health and safety law. Adulterated 

and counterfeit drugs are  problem in Nigeria. In one incidence, 1989, over 150 

children died of paracetamol syrup containing diethylene glycol. The problem 

of fake drugs was so severe that neighboring countries such as Ghana and 

 
41 ibid 
42 ibid 
43 ibid 
44 ibid 
45 ibid 

http://www.berkeleypublications.com/


09.30.2020  Pg.347  
   
         Vol. 13, No. 2 
 
 

BERKELEY RESEARCH & PUBLICATIONS INTERNATIONAL  
Bayero University, Kano, PMB 3011, Kano State, Nigeria. +234 (0) 802 881 6063,  
Website: www.berkeleypublications.com  

 
ISSN: 1334-4977 

International Journal of African Sustainable Development 

Sierra-Leone officially banned the sales of drugs, food beverages product made 

in Nigeria. 

Such problem led to establishment of NAFDAC with the goal of eliminating 

counterfeit, pharmaceuticals, foods and beverages product that are not 

manufactured in Nigeria and ensuring that available medications are safe and 

effective according to the enabling decree46 the agency has various functions 

viz; 

7.    To regulate and control the importation, exportation, manufacture, 

advertisement, distribution, sale, use of drugs, cosmetics, medical 

devices bottle water and chemicals. 

8.   To conduct appropriate tests and ensure compliance with standard 

specifications designated and approved by the council for the effective 

control of quality of food, drugs, cosmetics, medical devices and 

chemicals. 

9.     Undertake appropriate investigation into the production premises and 

raw materials for food, drugs, cosmetics, medical devices, bottle water 

and chemicals and establish a relevant quality assurance system 

including certification of the production sites and of the regulated 

products. 

10.   Compile standard specification, regulations and guidelines for the 

production, importation, exportation, sales, distribution of food, drugs, 

cosmetic, medical devices, bottle water. 

11.  Control the exportation and issue quality certification of food, drugs and 

bottle water and chemicals intended for export. 

12.  Establish and maintain relevant laboratories or other institutions in 

strategic areas of Nigeria as may be necessary for the performance of its 

functions. 

 Dissatisfied with progress in combating fake drugs, the agency was 

 re-organized and introduced three new policies:47 

1. The outright ban on the importation of drugs and other regulated 

product through land borders. 

2. The designation of calabar and Apapa sea ports, Murtala Muhammad and 

Malam Aminu Kano International Airports as exclusive ports of entry for 

the importation of drugs and pharmaceutical raw materials. 

 
46 www.nafdac.gov.ng 
47 Ibid p. 20 
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3. Release of shipping and cargo manifest by NPA shipping lines and air 

lines to NAFDAC inspectors. 

For several years, Nigeria was drowned in an ocean of fake drugs. However, the 

agency has recorded tremendous success in its fight against counterfeited 

products viz;  

1. The creation of 6 zonal and 36 state offices for easier accessibility which 

are being equipped to function effectively. 

2. Organization of workshops to enlighten various stake holders such as 

pure water producers, Patent and Proprietary Medicine Dealers 

Association (PPMDA) and National Union of Roads Transport Workers 

and NURTW.48 

 

3. Raising awareness not just in Nigeria, but also in other countries like 

China, India, Pakistan, Indonesia and Egypt.  

4. Soliciting support of the ambassadors of countries identified with 

exporting fake drugs into Nigeria to stop the trend. 

5. Achieving excellent result in the fight against counterfeit drugs, as 

evidence by the public destruction of about 2 billion naira worth of drugs 

from four sources, namely those handed over by repentant traders, those 

found in secret warehouses on tip off by the drug sellers and the public, 

and those seized by the drug sellers internal task forces and NAFDAC 

task forces.49 

6. Ensuring the formation of a wholesale drug mart as the bedrock of the 

sanitization exercise. 

7. Making NAFDAC activities more efficient to reduce delay, for example, in 

registration and inspection. 

8. Holding consultations with national and international stakeholders 

leading to various areas of assistance including in the areas of staff 

training, equipment donations and information sharing from United 

States Foods and Drugs agency environmental and occupational health 

science institute, south African medical devices regulatory agency. 

9. Sending proposals for reviewing obsolete laws to the national assembly; 

and 

 
48 Ibid p.20 
49 Ibid p. 20 
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10. Putting new guidelines and standard operating procedure in place for all 

regulatory processes. 

 

NAFDAC maintained very close contact with a number of national and 

international organizations whose activities relate to the functions of NAFDAC, 

such organizations include the following:50 

Consumer Protection Council, Standard Organization of Nigeria, National Drugs 

Law Enforcement Agency and Pharmacist Council of Nigeria, etc. in order to 

keep in touch with international scene for information training co-operation, 

assistance, aid and for financing of specific projects, especially in these days of 

global and national austerity, the agency maintain close relationship with a 

number of international agencies some of which includes united Nations, 

International Drug Control Programmes, WHO, etc.  

 

NIGERIA CUSTOMS SERVICE (NCS) 

Was established in 1891 and was saddled with the responsibilities of revenue 

collection accounting for same and anti smuggling activities. The name 

department of customs and excise emerged in 1922, the department was re-

organized following the appointment of Alhaji Shehu A. Musa as its first Director 

in August, 1975. Hitherto, the department was operating as two parallel 

services revenue/technical and preventive (enforcement)51. 

Today trade facilitation has become a fundamental role progressively seen by 

government as an important element of economic policy with customs having a 

unique position within the hub of the international supply chain of goods and 

services52. 

Consequently, one of the challenges to Nigeria Customs is the pro-active 

management of the seeming contradictory role of ensuring improvements in 

speedy delivery of services while maintaining systematic and effective 

intervention controls53 necessary to meet the demand of complex and growing 

international trade characterized in recent time by economic crime, money 

laundering, violation of intellectual property rights and dumping of hazardous 

substances.54 The mandate of NCS includes interception of contraband such as 

 
50 Ibid p. 20 
51 www.customs.gov.ng 
52 ibid 
53 ibid 
54 ibid 
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illegal trade malpractices, physical checks on containers, vessels or travelers; 

conduct investigations and prosecute offenders, works closely with other 

government agencies in accomplishing the collective aim of combating piracy 

and counterfeiting in our great country Nigeria. 

By the provision of Section 8 of Custom and Excise Management Act55 all officers 

for the purpose of carrying out or enforcing the provisions of the customs and 

excise laws shall have same powers, authorities and privileges as are given by 

law to police officers. In line with its mandate, the Nigeria custom service has 

over the years being at the forefront in combating piracy and counterfeiting in 

Nigeria and the world over either alone or in conjunction with other relevant 

agencies.56 

Recently, it has impounded 10,000 cartons of pirated books worth N1.5billion, 

seven containers loads of suspected pirated books imported illegally from China 

were intercepted at the Apapa Wharf Lagos. The operation was carried out in 

collaboration with Nigerian Copyright Commission (NCC) and Nigeria 

Publisher’s Association (NPA). The seized containers were loaded with about 

10,000 cartons of over 30 titles of mostly educational books, whose copyright 

belongs to both foreign and local publishers57 in addition to interception of 

pirated goods, the Nigeria customs service also carried out awareness campaign 

on the ills of importing pirated products.58 

 

CONSUMER PROTECTION COUNCIL (CPC) 

This is a parastatal of the Federal Government of Nigeria supervised by the 

Federal Ministry of Trade and Investment. It was established by Act No. 66 of 

1992 but commenced operation only in 1999.59 

The mandate of the council is to interalia; eliminate hazardous products from 

the market, provide speedy redress to consumers, undertake campaigns as will 

lead to increased consumer awareness, ensure that consumers’ interest receive 

due consideration at the appropriate forum  and encourage trade industry and 

professional associations to develop and enforce in their various fields qualify 

standards designed to safeguard the interest of consumers.60 

 
55 Cap C45 Laws of Federation of Nigeria, 2004 
56 ibid 
57 www.copyright.gov.ng loc. cit. 
58 ibid 
59 www.cpc.gov.ng  
60 Ibid  
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Some of the main functions of CPC includes; 

i.    Providing speedy redress to consumers complaints through 

negotiation, mediation and conciliation. 

ii.   Seeking ways and means of removing from market hazardous 

products and causing offenders to replace such products with safer 

and more appropriate alternatives. 

iii.   Publishing from time to time, list of products whose consumption 

and sale have been banned, withdrawn, severally restricted or not 

approved by the Federal Government. 

iv.   Organizes and undertakes campaign and other forms of activities 

that will lead to increased public consumer awareness. 

v.   Registering and monitoring products, services and sales promotion 

in the market place  in order to eliminate hazardous products from 

the market and ensure that products and services comply with 

required standards and specification.61 

In addition to the above, the council also carries out; 

vi. Surveillance and enforcement activities in the market places. 

vii. Conducts qualify tests and analysis on product and services. 

viii. Compel producers of goods and services to adhere to quality 

standard and specifications.  

ix. Issue guidelines to producers of goods and services. 

x. Bans the sale, distribution and advertisement of substandard and 

defective products and services. 

xi. Apply to court to protect the rights of consumers among others.62 

The consumer protection council also collaborates with relevant agencies in 
combating piracy and counterfeiting in Nigeria through surveillance and 
enforcement.  
 
ECONOMIC & FINANCIAL CRIMES COMMISSION (EFCC) 
This is an agency that is established for the purpose of investigation of all 
financial crimes including advance fee fraud, money laundering, counterfeiting, 
illegal charge transfers among others. It is also responsible for the co- 
ordination and enforcement of all economic and financial crimes laws and 
enforcement functions conferred on any other person or authority.63  The 

 
61 ibid 
62 ibid 
63  See Section  1, & 5 of the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (Establishment ) Act Cap E1 
Laws of     Federation of Nigeria, 2004 
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commission is also involved in the fight against piracy as it recently partnered 
Nigeria copy right commission by establishing joint task force that would 
among other things; carry out joint anti piracy operations on high profile 
copyright infringement or piracy cases.64this development was part of the  
resolutions of a consultative meeting at the EFCC headquarters in Abuja in 
November, 2nd 2012, between the chief executives of the enforcement agencies. 
Both enforcement agencies have also agreed to co- operate in the area of post 
operations investigations involving certain high profile piracy cases with 
suspected money laundering or other economic crimes elements. The agencies 
further agreed to share facilities to support the enforcement interventions of 
the NCC and to provide capacity building to boost the operational needs of the 
agencies.65      
 

STANDARD ORGANIZATION OF NIGERIA (SON) 
Standard Organization of Nigeria was established by Act NO. 56 of 1971 and 
vested with it, authority for standard elaboration; specifications and quality 
assurance system of commodities.66 The main function of the agency is to 
combat fake and substandard product through the standardization of methods 
and product in Nigerian markets.67 The organization has over the years being 
making efforts to combat menace of counterfeit and substandard products that 
pervade Nigerian markets.68 For instance the body destroyed fake and 
substandard tyres worth over N150,000,000 naira and nine containers of fake 
wires estimated at N 50,000,000  in 2008.69 The seizure was carried out by the 
enforcement unit of the body from importer that smuggled the product through 
the borders.70 
 
THE NIGERIAN POLICE FORCE (NPF) 
The Nigerian police force is established by Section 3 of the Police Act71  the body 
is saddled with the responsibilities of prevention and detection of crime and 
apprehension of offenders. The body is also tasked with the responsibility of 
preserving law and order among other things.72  On the strength of the 
foregoing sections, the Nigerian Police Force has been playing a leading role on 
combating piracy and counterfeiting in Nigeria. Every agency involved in the 

 
64 Loc. Cit. 
65 Op. cit. 
66 Adediji loc. cit. p. 1 
67 Ibid  
68 ibid 
69 ibid 
70 ibid 
71 Cap p 19 Laws of Federation of Nigeria 2004 
72 See Section 4 of Police Act  ibid 
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fight against piracy and counterfeiting collaborates with the Nigerian police to 
carry out enforcement activities.73 It is therefore safe to conclude that the 
Nigeria police force is the most important agency in the fight against piracy and 
counterfeiting.74 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
the global legal framework of intellectual property rights enforcement has been 
a failure event with the enactments of various laws and establishment of several 
agencies to combat the menace; more still needs to be done to check mate the 
activities of those involved in this despicable act particularly that the 
perpetrators have been waxing stronger and forming a cartel around the world. 
Their link runs from Asia to Europe, America to Africa. The impact of their 
activities is felt everywhere as long as the wind blows there. Counterfeit and 
pirated products cut across virtually all areas of human consumer goods 
including drugs, food, books, and electrical party among others.75 
China has being regarded as world origin of pirated products. Report has it that 
Nigerian marketer nicknamed China as “it is possible” because whatever 
product is taking to China for counterfeiting their remark is always “it is 
possible” this prompted one Nigerian marketer to try to see the end of their 
possibility where it is said that the marketer in one of his business trip to China 
carried along with him a tuber of yam with him to be counterfeited. On seeing 
the yam a Chinese man collected it and said his usual remarked “it is possible” 
and after several days of trial he returned the yam to the Nigerian with a 
negative remark this time “I’m sorry it is impossible”. The above story goes to 
show the extent to which the pirates and their collaborators relates. Therefore 
in order to achieve the desired result in combating piracy and counterfeiting 
concerted effort has to be made particularly in the area of awareness campaign 
and sensitization of general public on the negative consequences of the 
menaces.  
Moreover, there is a need for legislation at all levels criminalizing counterfeit 
and piracy related activities with stiffer punishment upon conviction. 
Existing legislation that already criminalizes counterfeit and piracy related 
activities should be reviewed where necessary to make the offences strict 
liability ones. Again, diplomatic option will also not be left out in the fight 
against the menace. Accordingly, countries such as china, Bangladesh, India that 
are notorious for counterfeiting various products should be engaged in a 
diplomatic discussion to awaken their consciousness on the dangers and 

 
73  Loc. Cit. p. 13 
74  Babafemi F.O. Intellectual property , The law and practice of copyrights, trademarks and industrial 
design in     Nigeria , Justinian books limited  Ibadan 1st edition (2007) p. 89 
75  Waziri Loc. Cit.  
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negative economic effects of the menace to the producers and manufacturers at 
all levels. Unless intellectual property rights are accorded protection, creativity 
and production will be rendered nugatory. 
 
CONCLUSION 
This work examined to a certain extent some of the agencies and their roles in 
combating piracy and counterfeiting and other intellectual property rights 
infringements. However, the list is not exhaustive for space and purpose 
constrained. More research work needs to be carried out on the topic for further 
development of knowledge. 
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