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Abstract  

This study examined the influence of national security on economic growth of 

Nigeria between 2000 and 2018. The data for this study was obtained mainly 

from extraction of secondary data on public expenditures on security, 

agriculture, education, health, and gross domestic product from the 

reports/publications of Central Bank of Nigeria, National Bureau of Statistics and 

other scholarly reports on the subject matter between 2000 and 2018. The 

procedure for analyzing the data was econometric procedure. Here the technique 

used was the multiple regression analysis to test whether the national security 

indices (expenditures on security, agriculture, education, and health) have 

impact on the economic growth of Nigeria proxy by Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP). The result revealed that expenditure on agriculture has positive influence 

on economic growth, while expenditures on security, education, and health have 

a negative influence on economic growth but not significant. This connotes that 

huge amount allocated to security, education and health have not yielded a 

positive result.  Subsequently, the study recommended that all the three tiers of 

government should allocate 26 percentage of the budget to education sector as 

being recommended by UNESCO, 15 percent of their annual budgets to health 

sector, while huge amount of money allocated to security should not be siphoned 

by the politicians.  

 

Keywords: National Security, Budgetary, Gross Domestic Product,   Agriculture, 

Education, Health 

 

Introduction  

Nigeria is regarded as the "Giant of Africa", owing to its large population and 

economy. With approximately 200 million inhabitants, which is expected to grow 
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to 400 million by 2050 and become the third most populous country in the world 

after China and India. Nigeria had an estimated gross domestic product of 375 

billion USD in 2018. It is ranked as the 21st largest economy in the world. Nigeria 

is one of the sixth largest oil producers on the continent with oil reserve 

estimated to be 35 billion barrels (5.6×109 m3) and natural gas reserves with 

over 100 trillion cubic feet (2,800 km3).  Despite these indices of greatness, 

Nigeria finds it difficult to find its fit among the commit of nations. The country is 

characterized by poverty, insecurity, high unemployment, ritual killing, cyber-

crime, and corruption that have become so deep-seated in Nigeria that it had 

stunted growth in all sectors and has been the primary reason behind the 

country’s difficulties in developing fast (Bamiduro & Aremu, 2012).   

In order to checkmate the high level of insecurity in Nigeria, the federal 

government has embarked on criminalization of terrorism by passing the Anti-

Terrorism Act in 2011, installation of Computer-based Closed Circuit Television 

cameras (CCTV) in some parts of the country, enhancement of surveillance as 

well as investigation of criminal related offences, heightening of physical security 

measures around the country aimed at deterring or disrupting potential attacks, 

strengthening of security agencies through the provision of security facilities and 

the development and broadcast of security tips in mass media (Azazi, 2011).  In 

spite of these commendable efforts, the level of insecurity in the country is still 

waxing stronger. In recent times conflicts between the Famers and Fulani 

herdsmen have paralyzed economic activities in the North, South and West as 

well as threaten the unity of the country.  Some lives are no longer protected in 

Nigeria due to kidnapping of innocent citizens because the youths lack moral 

empowerment.  No wonder why the Fund for Peace (FFP) in its 2012 report, 

ranked Nigeria as one of the top 10 failed states in Africa and 14th in the world 

because of growing wave of insecurity and endemic violence. 

In the absence of security, development is untenable because insecurity destroys 

economic, human and social capital. Edeh and Ugwueze (2014) argued that the 

thrust of the survival of any nation is embedded on its security situation.  National 

security is a driving force of the economic growth of any nation. It refers to the 

requirement to maintain the survival of the nation-state through the use of 

economic, military and political power and the exercise of diplomacy. According 

to Akin (2008), national security is an activities that ensures protection of a 

country, persons, and properties of the community against future threats, danger, 

mishaps and all other forms of perils. This connote that no nation can experience 

economic growth without national security.  
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The germane question agitating in the mind of the researchers is; to what extent 

does national security influence economic growth of Nigeria?  

 

Specific Objective 

The specific objective of this study is to examine the influence of national security 

on economic growth of Nigeria. 

 

Concept of National Security 

The concept of national security remains ambiguous, having evolved from 

simpler definitions which emphasised freedom from military threat and from 

political coercion. According to Babangida (2011), national security is the 

physical protection and defence of the citizens and territorial integrity, and also 

the promotion of the economic well- being and prosperity of citizens in a safe and 

secure environment that promotes the attainment of national interests.  National 

security objectively means the absence of threats to acquired values and 

subjectively, the absence of fear that such values will be attacked. According to 

Harold Brown , the U.S Secretary of Defence, 1977- 1981, viewed national 

security as the ability to preserve the nation's physical integrity and territory; to 

maintain its economic relations with the rest of the world on reasonable terms; 

to preserve its nature, institution, and governance from disruption from outside; 

and to control its borders (Watson, 2008). Prabhakaran (2008) postulated that 

National security is the measurable state of the capability of a nation to overcome 

the multi-dimensional threats to the apparent well-being of its people and its 

survival as a nation-state at any given time, by balancing all instruments of state 

policy through governance... and is extendable to global security by variables 

external to it. Otto and Ukpere (2012)  asserted that security means protection 

from hidden and hurtful disruptions in the patterns of daily life in homes, offices 

or communities… security must be related to the presence of peace, safety, 

happiness and the protection of human and physical resources or the absence of 

crisis, threats to human injury among others. Ubong King, Chairman, American 

Society for Industrial Security CHP 206 and  CEO, Protection Plus Services 

Limited made this assertion  while speaking on the topic Security Challenges in 

Nigeria and the Implications for Business Activities and Sustainable Development 

said that  Security however, can be described as stability and continuity of 

livelihood (stable and steady income), predictability of daily life (knowing what 

to expect), protection from crime (feeling safe), and freedom from psychological 

harm (safety or protection from emotional stress which results from the 

assurance or knowing that one is wanted, accepted, loved and protected in one’s 
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community or neighbourhood and by people around. It focuses on emotional and 

psychological sense of belonging to a social group which can offer one 

protection). It is generally argued however that security is not the absence of 

threats or security issues, but the ability to rise to the challenges posed by these 

threats with expediency and expertise.  National Security is a state or condition 

where a nation’s most cherished values and beliefs, its way of life, its institutions 

of governance and its unity, welfare, and well-being as a Nation and of people are 

permanently protected and continuously enhanced. In other words, National 

security refers to the security of a nation state, including its citizens, economy, 

and institutions, and is regarded as a duty of government.  

Insecurity, therefore is the state of fear or anxiety, stemming from a concrete or 

alleged lack of protection.” It refers to lack or inadequate freedom from danger. 

This definition reflects physical insecurity which is the most visible form of 

insecurity, and it feeds into many other forms of insecurity such as economic 

security and social security.  According to Beland (2005), insecurity entails lack 

of protection from crime (being unsafe) and lack of freedom from psychological 

harm (unprotected from emotional stress resulting from paucity of assurance 

that an individual is accepted, has opportunity and choices to fulfil his or her own 

potentials including freedom from fear. The insecurity in Nigeria has been 

attributed to lack of institutional capacity, pervasive material inequalities and 

unfairness, ethno-religious conflicts, conflict of Perceptions between the public 

and government, weak Security system, and loss of Socio-cultural and communal 

value system (Ewetan & Ese, 2014)).  Umana (2019) argued that elite 

manipulation of ethnicity and religious differences,  ‘do or die’ politics, 

widespread systemic and political corruption, struggle for resources, pervasive 

material Inequalities, unemployment and Poverty, weak security system, porous 

Borders, and Terrorism are the major factors influencing insecurity in Nigeria.   

 

Dimensions of National Security  

Originally conceived as protection against military attack, national security is 

now widely understood to include non-military dimensions, including economic 

security, energy security, environmental securit, food security and cyber 

security. According to Ewetan and Ese (2014), national security covers critical 

dimensions, viz: Economic security, Food security, Health security, 

Environmental security, Personal security, Community security, Political 

security. Further explanations on the seven (7) dimensions of human security are 

provided hereunder:   
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i. Economic Security: This refers to a security that requires an assured 
basic income for individuals, which manifests as provision of 
productive employment opportunities and adequate remuneration. 
Unemployment, economic hopelessness and chronic poverty are 
threats to economic security.  

ii. Food Security: This type of security requires that all members of the 
community, at all times, have access to basic food and nutrition that 
ensures stable wellbeing and protection from hunger, starvation and 
malnutrition. In the development circle, poor yield from farmlands; 
endemic famine/drought and sudden pest attack on agricultural 
produce are threats to food security.    

iii. Health Security: This security requires an assurance of a minimum 
protection from all forms of diseases and unhealthy lifestyles that cut 
short  human lives. Threats to health security are absence of clean 
water, dirty environment and poor hygiene/health education.  

iv. Environmental Security: This requires a planned protection of people 
from the short and long-term ravages of nature, spill-over negative 
effect of environmental degradation and abuse of the 
ecosystem/natural environment in the forms of desertification, gas 
flaring/emission, pollution of fresh water, careless use of industrial 
chemicals et cetera.   

v. Personal Security: This type of security concentrates on the protection 
of people’s lives and their properties from physical violence created by 
the state, external states, violent individuals and sub-state actors.  

vi. Community Security: Communal security assures protection of people 
from their loss of traditional homeland, customs and values from all 
types of sectarian and ethnic-related conflicts.   

 

Political Security: This type of security is concerned with the protection of 

fundamental human rights of electorates as well as freedom from systematic 

torture, ill treatment and coercion.  

 

Internal and External Security:  

The two aspects of National Security are Internal and External Security. It is 

important to understand the difference between them: 

INTERNAL SECURITY EXTERNAL SECURITY 

IT IS THE SECURITY OF THE COUNTRY FROM INTERNAL ACTORS 

AS WELL AS FOREIGN ACTORS, WITHIN ITS BOUNDARIES 

It is the security of the country from 
aggression by a foreign country. 

ITS MAINTENANCE IS THE SOLE Its maintenance is the sole 

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STATE POLICE, SUPPORTED BY 

CENTRAL POLICE FORCES AND ARMED FORCES. 

responsibility of the armed forces. 

IT FALLS UNDER THE PURVIEW OF MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS It falls under the purview of Ministry of Defence 
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FIGHTING FROM INTERNAL FORCES REQUIRE AN 

UNCONVENTIONAL SET OF SKILLS OF WARFARE 

Fighting from external forces involves 

conventional warfare skills. 

POLICE EFFORTS FOR INTERNAL SECURITY 

MAINTENANCE         MAY LEAD TO ISSUES OF HUMAN 

Human rights issues are generally neglected 
while fighting a war against foreign country. 

INTERNAL TROUBLES ARE OFTEN A RESULT OF AGGRIEVED 

INDIAN CITIZENS BECAUSE OF AN INEQUITABLE DEVELOPMENT 

PROCESS 

External troubles are often a result of 

boundary disputes or economic competition 
between two countries. 

Source;https://triumphias.com/blog/concept-and-dimensions-of-national-

security-difference-between-internal-and-external-security/ 

 

National Security and Economic Growth  

According to Central Bank of Nigeria (2012 ) report in indicates that in the 2008, 

2009 and 2010 fiscal years, the total expenditure earmarked for both internal 

security and defence in the approved budgets were N164.5 billion, N276.5 billion, 

and N422.9 billion respectively (CBN, 2012). The figures for 2011 and 2012 were 

N920billion and N924billion respectively while N923billion each was thrown at 

the sector in 2013 and 2014. In the 2015 budget for instance, N934billion was 

allocated for the security sector, the highest for the year. Within the period  under 

review (2011- 2015), the Office of the National Security Adviser got a capital 

allocation of N240billion while the Defence Ministry got N206billion making the 

capital allocations to the Office of the National Security Adviser higher than that 

allocated to the entire Defence Ministry, which includes the Army, Navy and 

Airforce.  

The Federal Government’s proposed security budget for 2018 increased by 

15.85% when compared with 2017 approved budget of N1.142tn. At N1.323tn, 

the 2018 Budget is nominally the highest in Nigeria’s history. In 2016, 2015 and 

2014, the security sector allocation was N1.063tn, N969bn and N932bn 

respectively. The Buhari administration’s 2018 Budget requests a total of 

N567bn, or 42.86%, of the proposed security budget for the Ministry of Defence. 

The request includes N233.05bn for the Nigerian Army, a N95.13bn request for 

the Nigerian Navy and a N107.48bn for the Nigerian Air Force, among others. 

Cumulatively, the president is seeking approval for a sum of N144.999bn for 

capital expenditure from the National Assembly. The balance which is 

approximately 74.4% will be spent on recurrent items including the payment of 

salaries and emolument and the overhead component totaling N51.81bn. The key 

highlight of the proposed budget for the Ministry of Defence includes a request of 

N65bn for the procurement of defence equipment.  Approximately 17.23%, or 

N228bn, of the 2018 proposed security budget is allocated to the Ministry of 

Interior. The breakdown of the allocation to the ministry includes N84.37bn for 

https://triumphias.com/blog/concept-and-dimensions-of-national-security-difference-between-internal-and-external-security/
https://triumphias.com/blog/concept-and-dimensions-of-national-security-difference-between-internal-and-external-security/
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the Nigerian Prison Service (NPS), N59.24bn for the Nigerian Immigration 

Service (NIS), N79.26bn for the Nigerian Security and Civil Defence Corps 

(NSCDC) and N9.74bn for the Federal Fire Service. N332bn will be allocated to 

the Nigerian Police Force (NPF), approximately 94.2% of the proposed NPF 

allocation will be spent on recurrent expenditure. The president proposes 

N303.54bn for the salaries and emoluments of over 370,000 police officers while 

the balance of N9.25bn will be spent on overheads.  

To address issues in the North East, the Niger Delta and other regions, the 

president seeks approval for N75bn, or 5.67%, of the total security budget. The 

breakdown of the amount remains unclear and there is opacity around how the 

funds will be spent if approved. Given that the amount is relatively larger than 

the FG’s capital allocation to the education sector (N61.72bn),  

In spite of the huge sum of money earmarked for security vote, there has been 

consistent annual increase in the incidences of killings, kidnappings, cultism and 

other acts of insecurity across the length and breadth of the country.  The 

contentious security vote, which the political elites have turned it into a goldmine 

for the sitting President, Governors and Chairmen of local government councils 

are paid from funding for “defence and internal security” (Eboh and 

Obodoechina, 2012). 

 

Methods and Materials 

Ex-post facto research design was adopted for this study because Ex-post facto is 
a methodological verifiable investigation which cannot be manipulated. Ex-post 
facto research attempts to explain the possible relationship between a set of 
independent variables and dependent variables or to determine the influence of 
a variable on another. The data for this study was obtained mainly from 
extraction of secondary data on public expenditures on security, agriculture, 
education, health, and gross domestic product from the reports/publications of 
Central Bank of Nigeria, National Bureau of Statistics and other scholarly reports 
on the subject matter between 2000 and 2018. The procedure for analyzing the 
data was econometric procedure. Here the technique used was the multiple 
regression analysis to test whether the national security indices (expenditures 
on security, agriculture, education, and health) have impact on the economic 
growth of Nigeria proxy by Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 
 

Model Specification  

Model which specifies that economic growth [proxy by Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP)] is significantly influenced by the national security indices (expenditures 

on security, agriculture, education, and health) is formulated as follows, 

GDP= f (EOS, EOA, EOH, EOE) 
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LnGDP= β0+ β1Ln EOS + β2LnEOA+β3LnEOH+ β4LnEOE+ ε… 

where; 

The a priori expectation is β1, β2, β3, β4> 0 

LnGDP= Gross Domestic Product 

LnEOS= Expenditures on Security 

LnEOA=  Expenditures on Agriculture  

LnEOH= Expenditures on Health  

LnEOE = Expenditures on Education  

ε = Disturbance Term 

β = Intercept 

β1 - β4 = Coefficient of the Independent Variables. 

Note: All variables are in their natural logarithm form. 

 

Results and Discussion 
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The result obtained using the Ordinary Least Square (OLS) estimation technique. 

GDP = 15.50377 - 0.508792EOS + 0. 1487377EOA – 0.0173834 EOH – 

0.8390762 EOE. The result in Table 1 shows that the predictor variables (i.e 

expenditures on security, agriculture, education, and health) were significantly 

joint predictors of Gross Domestic Product (F( 4, 18) = 120.709; R2 = 0.45.87; 

P<.05). The predictor variables jointly explained 45.87% of GDP, while the 

remaining 54.13% could be due to the effect of extraneous variables. 

Furthermore, it can be deduced from the result obtained that the constant 

parameter in the long – run is positive. This implies that if all the explanatory 

variables are held constant, GDP will increase by 15.50 units. And also EOA (β = 

0. 14; t = 6.50; P <.05) is independently predictor of GDP. This implies that a unit 

increase in expenditure of agriculture will lead to an increase in GDP by 0.14.  
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However, EOS (β = -0.50; t = - 0.09; Pns);  EOH (β = -0.1 ; t = - 0.98; Pns) and 

EOE  (β = -0.83; t = - 0.49; Pns) have a negative relationship with GDP in the long-

run 

 

Implication of Findings 

All explanatory variables (expenditures on security, agriculture, education, and 

health) were significantly joint predictors of economic growth and development 

in Nigeria. For instance, expenditure on agriculture is positively related and 

significant to GDP. This implies that an increase in expenditure on agriculture will 

boost economic growth and development. Secondly, the negative sign of 

expenditures on security, education, and health indicates an inverse relationship. 

This connotes that huge amount allocated to security, education and health have 

not yielded a positive result.  This finding supports Ebuka (2017)’ assertion that 

Nigeria has again ignored the commitment it made alongside other African 

countries 16 years ago on funding of health care services for its citizens. Nigeria 

hosted the Heads of State of member countries of the African Union (AU) in 2001 

who made the “Abuja Declaration” under which the leaders pledged to commit at 

least 15 percent of their annual budgets to improving their health sector. Since 

the declaration, Nigeria has not attained the pledged funding benchmark as the 

federal government has never voted more than six percent of its annual budget 

to the health sector. In the 2018 Budget only 3.9 percent (N340.45 billion) was 

allocated to health sector, while only 7.04% of the 8.6 trillion 2018 budget 

allocated to the education.  This may the reason why insecurity is pervasive in 

the country.  Subsequently, the study recommended that all the three tiers of 

government should allocate 26 percentage of the budget to education sector as 

being recommended by UNESCO, 15 percent of their annual budgets to health 

sector, while huge amount of money allocated to security should not be siphoned 

by the politicians.  
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